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Reflection 

The sages taught: “Better, let my food be as 

bitter as an olive from the hands of G-d and 

not as sweet as honey from the hands of flesh 

and blood.” The Bondi Beach massacre was 

the bitter fruit of human hatred, not the hand 

of G-d. Yet even in grief, our dignity is found 

in how we respond: by gathering, mourning, 

and continuing to kindle Hanukkah lights. 

Like the olive pressed into oil, our sorrow is 

transformed into resilience, fueling the light 

of faith and community. In this way, we 

affirm that our strength comes not from 

human hands, but from God, whose presence 

endures beyond hatred. 
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CBS: Where Every Voice Enriches Our Family 

 

With gratitude for the past and excitement for what’s to come, I share these 
updates with you. 

Our Chanukah celebration has already become a joyful memory, and we 
were blessed with a wonderful turnout.  I’m deeply grateful to everyone 
who helped prepare and to all who joined in. Your presence and efforts 
made the occasion truly special. 

We are now turning our attention to our next Saturday morning Shabbat 
service on March 7, 2026. Rabbi Katz will join us to lead the service and 

share his delightful stories. Our B’nai Mitzvah students, Jack and Abby, will honor us by 
reading Torah that Shabbat. 

It’s also not too early to begin preparing for our Passover Seder. Setting up requires 
time and dedication, and we are blessed with the best volunteers. Come be part of this 
devoted team! Together we’ll need, and cherish, as many helping hands as possible. 
After all, finding the afikomen is easier when more people are looking! 

On the financial side of CBS affairs, the Board has agreed to begin paying down our 
mortgage. Reducing the mortgage early will save us thousands in interest, strengthen 
our financial security, and bring peace of mind as we move toward owning our Temple 
outright. Once the mortgage is retired, we will free up resources that can be redirected 
toward savings, investments, and other goals we set together. 

Life pulls us in many directions, yet I encourage you to find time to engage more fully 
with our CBS family. Your presence enriches our community, and the mitzvah of 
participation brings lasting spiritual joy. 

Todah Rabah, thank you all so much for taking the time to read this message.  

With gratitude, 

 
Steve Billor 
CBS President 

Steve Billor 
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                        L’Dor Vador in 2026

Carrying the Light Forward 
 

As we enter the new year, our congregation will join together in mitzvot that bring renewal 
to our sacred spaces: 
 
• Light (yehi ’or): replacing sanctuary and exterior bulbs with efficient, long-lasting ones. 
• Air (avir): adding smaller, efficient cooling units while we resolve the larger system’s        
 repair. 
• Cleanliness (nikayon): organizing cleanup days to refresh classrooms and the library, 

 beginning late January. 
 
This past year, we celebrated Hanukkah twice—once in early January and again in 
December. The joy of lighting the hanukkiah at Punta Borinquen Beach in Puerto Rico was 
tempered by the knowledge that, hours earlier, another celebration in Australia was marred 
by hatred. One moment we sang blessings; the next, we recited the Mourner’s Kaddish. 
 
May our shared efforts bring light, air, and renewal to our sacred spaces as well as to one 
another.  
 
Shalom, 
 
Gabriel Lifschitz 
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Kudos! 
Abby, Jack, Ianna, and Eric 

Rosenthal 
Sprucing up our library 

    
  

Dr Carol Roberts 
Volunteering her time and expertise 

to the congregation 
  

Anita Clifford Volunteering a new water fountain 
  

Gabe Lifschitz The Veteran's Shabbat 
 Never ending battle with the AC 
 Getting the smoke detector working 
  

Neil Spindel Spearheading the Turkey Drive 

 
Untold hours updating 

ShalomCloud for financials 
 Managing the Osprey Advertising 
  

Eric Rosenthal 
Running our community outreach 

program. Mazel tov, Eric! 
   

Ianna Rosenthal Being our kitchen angels for the  
Jerry Gutenstein Chanukah party 

  
Everyone who contributed   

Food to the Chanukah  
Potluck Party  
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2025: The Year Antisemitism                                    
Entered the Mainstream 

December 16, 2025 by Dr. Susanna Kokkonen 
 

Looking back at 2025, we can clearly identify antisemitism as the dominating social force. Following 
the attack by Hamas on October 7th, 2023, the world started a new season. Since WWII, the world 

has not experienced such rise in antisemitism.  

From Words to Violence 
In December 2025 in Bondi Beach in Sydney, Australia two men (a father and a son) shot and killed 
fifteen people who celebrated Hanukkah. Scores of others were wounded. A Holocaust survivor was 
among those murdered. Victims recall bullets flying around them, as they were celebrating light. The 
Holocaust Remembrance Association regrets the loss of life and laments the murderous hatred 
behind the killing spree.  
 
In December 2025 Columbia University Task Force on Antisemitism released its final report. The 
report clearly states Jewish students’ difficult position in classrooms and lack of neutral (not anti-
Zionist) faculty. The report details incidents, such as singling out Jewish and Israeli students. One of 
the most disturbing from the point of view of academic freedom is the protesting and interruption of 
an Israeli professor’s class.  
 
In December 2025 UC Berkely acknowledged and admitted discrimination against an Israeli 
professor. 
 
Rising antisemitism is not just something on the fringes of society. Increasingly, it has become a part 
of the academy and mainstream society. Israel is seen as a legitimate target. This ideology is global. 
Troubling incidents happened in the United States throughout the year. 
 
It is extremely troubling that media, politicians, and the public use the accusation of genocide 
against Israel as a fact. This accusation shapes public attitudes to Israel. Accusations like this led to 
violence. 

Case Studies 
During 2024 and 2025 there were repeated attempts at violence, prevented by police and various 
security organizations. An article in the Spectator reported an incredible rise of 893% in antisemitic 
incidents in the USA over a decade.  
 
In a horrific case of globalized intifada, two Israeli Embassy staff members were murdered in 
Washington DC on May 21, 2025. 
 
On June 1, 2025, there was a terrorist attack in Boulder, Colorado. A peaceful crowd gathered at a 
demonstration for the Israeli hostages taken by Hamas. A firebomb was thrown at them and at least 
eight (8) people were injured. 
 
On September 10, 2025, the conservative activist and media personality Charlie Kirk (1993-2025) was 
assassinated. Attention quickly turned to Israel. Several social media activists and followers started 
spreading a malicious lie connecting Israel to the murder of Charlie Kirk. Social media is full of this 
lie. 
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In November 2025 in Washington DC anti-Israel activists displayed videos of actors dressed up as 
Israel’s leader Binyamin Netanyahu (also as Secretary of State Marco Rubio, former Secretary of 
State Anthony Blinken, President Donald Trump, and former president Joe Biden) drinking mock 
blood. A menu for “Gaza Spilled Blood” was advertised. This was a mock Thanksgiving dinner at the 
famed Union Station. The enactment was of an ancient Blood Libel, which is also called the Ritual 
Murder Accusation.  
 
Also in November 2025, Zohran Mamdani became the mayor of New York City. He is known for his 
anti-Israel comments, such as wanting to arrest Prime Minister Netanyahu if he came to New York. 
He has also said that the USA is “funding genocide.” 

 

Call to Action 
As we are coming to the end of 2025, we look back at a year of increasing hatred targeting Israel and 
Jewish Communities worldwide. To us and our supporters this is no time to be idle. We invite you to 
join us in our activities. Contact us for more information. Share our website, blogs, and our materials. 
Comment and like us on social media.  
 
The Holocaust Remembrance Association stands in solidarity with Jewish Communities and 
individuals. We strongly condemn antisemitic propaganda and discrimination in the academy, 
political speech and in public spaces. We challenge all our supporters to become informed and 
involved. Together we can be effective.  
 
It is time to say Never Again! 
 

The Holocaust Remembrance Association exists to remember, reconcile, and take a stand against 
antisemitism in all its forms. 

https://holocaustremembranceassociation.org/2025-the-year-antisemitism-entered-the-mainstream/ 
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Congregation Beth Shalom 

      

Shabbat Services 

Can’t make it to services?  

Join us  online with a live feed from Zoom!  

Zoom Link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83776565288?

pwd=V3RIZzRXWkdaTjhselBpNWJFTjlBUT09  

 Meeting ID:  837 7656 5288  

 Passcode:  101324   

CBS Office Hours  

The administrative office is currently open by appointment 

only. We can be reached by calling the office, (813)6816547, 

email, cbsbrandon@outlook.com. 

 

Although our hours are limited, we are always here for you. Do 

not hesitate to reach out with any needs, concerns, or 

questions.   

Advertise in the 

Kibbitzer! 

Business Card  $20/month                                               
(813)6816547 • CBSbrandon@outlook.com 

 

Congregation Beth Shalom  

provides a meaningful spiritual home for people of 

all ages and levels of knowledge, a place to learn and 

to question, a place to worship and to celebrate, and 

a place to find a community that cares.   

We offer:  

 Friday worship services at 7:00 PM 

 Complete B’nai Mitzvah preparation  

 Adult Education classes  

 Communitywide events 
     Community Food Bank 

Becoming a partner in our congregation offers an oppor-
tunity for enduring friendships and a personal spiritual 
journey.   A place in our Jewish community. 

 

Members also have free access to many of our              
educational and entertainment events. 
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 January Yahrzeits 

  Rabbi Jonathan Sacks on Healing 
“Healing the world begins with small acts of 
goodness, repeated day after day. When we bring 
healing to others, we bring healing to ourselves.” 

 
— Inspired by the teachings in To Heal a Fractured 
World 

Pat Bricklin  Cousin Of  Steven Feldman 

Bob Finkel  Cousin Of  Steven Feldman 

Irving Melcer  Father  Of  Marshall Mercer 

Alina Schrager 
Brandwein  Mother Of  Anita Clifford 
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Chanuka  
Party 2025 
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Join Us for Shabbat! 
 

Every Friday night at 7:00 PM, our congregation comes together to welcome 
Shabbat with beautiful tunes and inspiring prayers. After the service, we con-
tinue the celebration with an oneg. 

Would you like to sponsor an oneg to celebrate a mitzvah?                                                   
Please reach out to Toby Koch at (813) 6540877. 

Candle Lighting Times

Date Time  Parsha 

    

January 2 5:25 PM  Vayechi 
January 9 5:29 PM  Shemot 
January 16 5:34 PM  Va’eira 
January 23 5:40 PM  Bo 
January 30 5:45 PM  Beshalach 
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Liberation of Auschwitz:  WW in 2 

To watch a 2-minute video, click the link below. 

Link for article: 

https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/liberation-auschwitz 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nambgEkJDhU&t=6s
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Last night, the Red Cross delivered the body of Sudthisak Rinthalak to the IDF. 
Rinthalak, a Thai national working in Israel, was murdered on October 7, 2023, 
at the age of forty-three. Earlier this week, there was one instance where the 
return of a body was expected, but did not occur, and another where remains 
were returned that didn’t belong to any of the hostages. Now only the body of 
Ran Gvili is still in Gaza.  

Yesterday afternoon, Hamas fighters emerged from a tunnel in the Israeli-held 
part of Rafah and engaged in a gunfight with IDF troops. Five Israeli soldiers 
were wounded, one seriously, and all the terrorists were killed. The IDF also 
retaliated with airstrikes and artillery fire. Meanwhile, other IDF units 
uncovered and dismantled rocket launchers in the northern part of Gaza.  

The war, in other words, is not over. Hamas refuses to arrange the surrender of 
its fighters still in the tunnels, and their apparent strategy of trying to sneak 
out piecemeal seems not to be working. The terrorist group is returning deceased 
hostages, but it is dragging out the process far past the deadline set by the deal. 
Moreover, no plan is in place to disarm the jihadists, no country has yet agreed 
to send troops to do so, and no diplomatic progress has been made toward 
arranging for Gaza’s postwar governance. President Trump nonetheless stated 
yesterday that phase two of the cease-fire, set to begin after all living and dead 
hostages are returned, “is moving along” and is “going to happen pretty soon.”  

Today’s Editors’ Picks begin with a sober assessment of the situation, by Epraim 
Inbar.  
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Only Israel Can Finish Off Hamas 
This war must be won with a knockout.  

 

Examining the current situation in Gaza, Efraim Inbar writes:  

Under the cover of the ceasefire—the first stage of President Trump’s twenty-
point plan to end the war—Hamas is running down the clock, tightening its 
grip on the half of the Gaza Strip over which it was allowed to remain in 
control, and rebuilding its military infrastructure. Despite the broad 
international consensus that Hamas must be removed from Gaza, the United 
States has not yet found any countries willing to deploy forces in the Strip to 
implement that consensus—precisely because such forces would inevitably 

face armed resistance. The conclusion today, as in the past, is that only the IDF can carry out 
this mission. 
 
This is not a boxing match that can be won on points. The war began in Gaza, and Gaza is 
where victory will be decided. Israel must win by a knockout. 
 

Israel cannot claim victory while Hamas remains in Gaza. . . . Israel must therefore seek 
American backing to resume fighting in order to implement the Trump plan. It must prepare 
a swift and determined frontal offensive to seize the entire Gaza Strip before international 
intervention halts the fighting, and to achieve a clear victory. 

 

Prof. Efraim Inbar is the president of the Jerusalem Institute for Strategy and Security and the 
chairman of the Department of Strategy, Diplomacy, and Security at Shalem College. A professor 
(emeritus) of political science at Bar-Ilan University, he was also the founding director and long-time 
head of the Begin-Sadat Center for Strategic Studies (BESA). Inbar has been a visiting professor at 
Georgetown, Johns Hopkins, and Boston Universities, a visiting scholar at the Woodrow Wilson 
International Center for Scholars, a Manfred Warner NATO Fellow, and a visiting fellow at the 
International Institute for Strategic Studies in London. An expert on Israeli strategic doctrine, public 
opinion on national security issues, American policy in the Middle East, Israeli-Palestinian 
diplomacy, and Israel-Turkey relations, he is the author of five books and the editor of 14 collections 
of scholarly articles.  

Efraim Inbar 
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The Kibbitzer 

Published Monthly by 

Congregation Beth Shalom 
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Editor:  Lynn Kaler 

Phone (813)4945163 

Email: Send pictures and articles                            

for publication: 

TheKibbitzer@hotmail.com  

Kibbitzer Deadline: The second                              
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Becoming a partner in our congregation offers an opportuni-

ty for enduring friendships and a personal spiritual journey.   

A place in our Jewish community. 

 

Members also have free access to many of our educational 

and entertainment events. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Board of Directors 
Executive Committee: 

 
President 
Steve Billor     
  
1st Vice President 
Gerry Pliner     
 
2nd Vice President 
Toby Koch   
     
3rd Vice President 
Gabe Lifschitz 
 
Secretary  
Neil Spindel 
 
Treasurer 
Toby Koch 
 
Members at Large: 
Anita Clifford      
Myron Feldman 
Lynn Kaler     
Eric Rosenthal    
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Legacy of Lies by Lew Paper 
 

As we mark the 50th anniversary of Jimmy Hoffa's disappearance on 
that sultry afternoon in July 1975, Lew Paper has crafted a fast-paced 
historical thriller which raises new questions about the reasons for the 
abduction. 
 
The book commences with a startling premise: What if a former FBI 

special agent-turned-private investigator had been hired to trail Hoffa in that summer of 1975 and 
saw him get in a car with three other men, all of whom the investigator knew from his prior 
experience with the FBI were in the Mafia? Would that investigator tell the FBI what he saw when he 
later learned Hoffa was reported missing? 
 
Sam Silver, the former FBI special agent, is that investigator. But he is reluctant to contact the FBI. 
From his prior experience with the FBI, Silver knows all about the Mafia's practice of eliminating 
witnesses to its crimes.  Sam's only child, a high school student, just lost his mother (and Silver's wife) 
to cancer, and Sam cannot bear the thought of leaving his son without any parent. 
 
Fast forward eleven years. Sam's son, now a young lawyer in Washington, DC, embarks on an 
odyssey to determine whether his father's untimely death on a sailboat ten years earlier was, as the 
coroner determined, an accident. Or was it something more sinister? 
 
In a story filled with unexpected twists and turns, Legacy of Lies brings into focus the forces 
surrounding Hoffa's disappearance: Bobby Kennedy's vendetta against Hoffa when he was Attorney 

General, President Richard Nixon's bid for re-election in 1972, and, last but not least, the Mafia.  

 We Would Never by Tova Mirvis 
 
No one appears more surprised than Hailey Gelman when she comes 
under suspicion for the murder of her soon-to-be ex-husband Jonah. 
Hailey—nicknamed Sunshine by her mother for her bright outlook and 
ever-present smile—has always tried to do what is expected of her and 
is regarded as the family peacemaker. But is anyone, including Hailey, 
who she has always seemed to be? 
 

The months leading up to Jonah’s death have been fraught, including a bitter separation and a messy 
custody battle over their young daughter, Maya. When Hailey files a motion to relocate to Florida so she 
can be near her family, Jonah retaliates and the divorce begins to spiral dangerously out of control. 
 
Sherry, Hailey’s mother, will stop at almost nothing to keep Jonah from getting what he wants. Nate, 
Hailey’s impetuous and protective older brother, has tried to keep his distance, but he can’t stand to see 
his little sister suffer. And then there’s Solomon, the patriarch, who is keeping a secret that threatens the 
stability and security Sherry has worked so hard to maintain. Soon, they are forced to reckon with who 
they are as individuals and as a family, and just how far they will go for each other. 
 
Inspired by a true story, We Would Never is “an intellectual mystery—part whodunit, part whydunit, and 
heavy on the complexities of family dynamics, asking: How far would you go to protect those you 

Jewish Book Council 
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Brandonplasticsurgery.com 



 19 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 
Shabbat 
Service 7 PM 

  

3 

4 5 6 

Board Mtg    
7 PM 

7 8 9 
Shabbat 
Service 7 PM 

10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 
Shabbat 

Service 7 PM 

17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 
Shabbat 

Service 7 PM 

24 

DWTT 
Allegria 
Italiana 6:00 

25 26 27 
Holocaust 
Remembrance 
Day 

28 29 30 
Shabbat 

Service 7 PM 

31 

January 2026 

January "Rabbis" 
   

Friday, Jan 2  Schwartz 
Friday, Jan 9  Santucci/Billor 
Friday, Jan 16  Lifschitz 
Friday, Jan 23  Feldman 
Friday, Jan 30  Billor 


