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President’s Message: Celebrating Milestones and Moving Forward 
 

I’m delighted to share highlights from our last major event: the B’nai Mitzvah of Jack 
and Abby on October 25th. The turnout was fantastic, and Jack and Abby truly rose 
to the occasion. Their Torah and Haftarah portions were delivered with poise and 
heart, and many of us felt like proud parents, having watched them grow through 
their religious training. 

A special thank you to Neil Spindel for his tireless work with our young adults at 
Congregation Beth Shalom. Jack and Abby’s speeches moved us deeply, and Eric and 
Ianna Rosenthal added to the emotion with their own heartfelt words. The bar is 
officially raised for our next Bar/Bat Mitzvah student! 

The Rosenthals hosted a lavish Oneg that capped off the celebration beautifully. As always, our 
members came together to prepare the Temple and clean up afterward. This is proof that we truly 
are one big, happy family. Thank you to everyone who helped make the day so special. 

Looking ahead, our next big event is Chanukah, and preparations are already underway. I hope 
many of you will join us in planning and celebrating together. 

I’d also like to share a D'Var Torah I offered at our November Board Meeting. While preparing it, I 
was struck by how relevant Torah remains to our everyday lives. The portion, Lech Lecha, 
resonates deeply with what we’re striving for at Beth Shalom: to move forward as a Jewish 
congregation, guided by faith and purpose. 

“Lech lecha mei’artzecha, u’mi’molad’techa, u’mi’beit avicha – el ha’aretz asher ar’eka.” 
“Go forth from your land, your birthplace, and your father’s house to the land that I will show 
you.” (Bereishit 12:1) 

This moment marks the beginning of the Jewish story. What’s striking is that Hashem doesn’t tell 
Avraham where he’s going—only that he must go. He’s asked to leave behind comfort and 
certainty, and step into the unknown. Rashi teaches that “lech lecha” means “go for yourself”—for 
your own benefit and growth. It’s not just a test of faith, but an invitation to personal and spiritual 
development. 

This is a powerful message. We often move forward without full clarity, trusting that purpose and 
values will guide the way. Like Avraham, we must take bold steps, act with integrity, and trust that 
Hashem will help us find the right path. 

May we all have the courage to embrace the journey, the faith to trust in it, and the wisdom to 
recognize the blessings along the way. 

Todah Rabah for reading. 

With gratitude, 

 
Steve Billor 
President, Congregation Beth Shalom 

Steve Billor 
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L’Dor Vador in Today’s Complex World

November brought us three moments worth celebrating—each a 
reminder of connection, resilience, and community spirit. 

• The Football and Pizza gathering at CBS gave our young 
teens a chance to bond beyond the sanctuary—sharing 
laughter, making memories, and allowing parents to connect 
with one another. Thanks to the Jewish Student Union of 
Tampa Bay, these inclusive events are open to any child 
curious about Judaism, regardless of background or 
affiliation. We’re excited for more gatherings like this in the 
months ahead. 

 
 We honored the veterans who have served—and continue to 

serve—our country with courage and dedication. Their 
sacrifices inspire us to live with gratitude and purpose. 

 
• Our building successfully passed inspection for the fire 

alarm and protection systems. This milestone means we can 
safely host religious services, educational programs, and 
community events—something not all centers in our area are 
currently able to do. And as hurricane season comes to a 
close, it’s a fitting time to reflect on the strength it takes to 
recover and rebuild after nature’s trials. 

 
• Our congregation remains a vital part of the community. As 

we look ahead, we’re focusing on three pillars to strengthen 
L’dor Vador—bringing families together across generations: 
communication, education, and infrastructure as reflected in 
the sidebar figure, which continues to guide our focus. 

 

Shalom, 
 

Gabriel Lifschitz 

 

Focus Areas for a Stronger Future 

 
Communication: Keep parents 

informed and engaged 
through newsletters, 
announcements, and 
outreach. 

 
Education: Create meaningful 

programs that inspire the 
next generation; Hebrew 
School, holiday workshops, 
and youth events. 

 
Infrastructure: Maintain our 

building and grounds to 
ensure safety, accessibility, 
and a welcoming space for 
all.  

 
“At the center of it all: the Torah, 

guiding our values and actions.” 



 4 

American synagogues are closing at a record rate. This 
retired judge is rescuing their stained glass windows. 

Inside a Chicago synagogue, retired judge Jerry Orbach has built a refuge for the 
stained glass of America’s vanishing Jewish communities 

Jerry Orbach in the basement of his Chicago synagogue with 14 
stained glass windows rescued from the closed Congregation 
Beth Achim in Southfield, Michigan.      

A wall of stained glass windows from Congregation Ner 
Tamid, a Conservative synagogue in West Rogers Park 
that once hosted 1,000 people for the High Holidays, 
was relocated 15 miles to the back of the sanctuary at 
Northbrook Community Synagogue.  

To read this article, please 
click on the picture to your 
left.    

To listen to the article, please 
click on the same picture, and 
scroll down until you see the 
play button.  

https://forward.com/news/779236/saving-stained-glass-synagogues
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Donations 

Book of Remembrance 

 

Myron and Jackie Feldman 

Sandy Santucci 

 

 

 

 

 

Turkey Drive 

 

Steven Billor 

Gerald and Diana Gutenstein 

Larry and Lynn Kaler 

Alan Weiss and Toby Koch 

Gerald and Judith Pliner 

Sue Reckner 

Sandy Santucci 

Ilene Schwartz 

Neil Spindel 

Joseph Spindel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donations 

 

Steven Billor 

Anna Feldman 

Douglas & Judy Richter 

Neil Spindel 

Gary Uremovich and Viveca Yoshikawa 

 

 

 

 

 



 6 

 

We are deeply grateful to our generous donors 
whose contributions made it possible for us              

to share turkeys with families in need. 
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Congregation Beth Shalom 

      

Shabbat Services 

Can’t make it to services?  

Join us  online with a live feed from Zoom!  

Zoom Link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83776565288?

pwd=V3RIZzRXWkdaTjhselBpNWJFTjlBUT09  

 Meeting ID:  837 7656 5288  

 Passcode:  101324   

CBS Office Hours  

The administrative office is currently open by appointment 

only. We can be reached by calling the office, (813)6816547, 

email, cbsbrandon@outlook.com. 

 

Although our hours are limited, we are always here for you. Do 

not hesitate to reach out with any needs, concerns, or 

questions.   

Advertise in the 

Kibbitzer! 

Business Card  $20/month                                               
(813)6816547 • CBSbrandon@outlook.com 

 

Congregation Beth Shalom  

provides a meaningful spiritual home for people of 

all ages and levels of knowledge, a place to learn and 

to question, a place to worship and to celebrate, and 

a place to find a community that cares.   

We offer:  

 Friday worship services at 7:00 PM 

 Complete B’nai Mitzvah preparation  

 Adult Education classes  

 Communitywide events 
     Community Food Bank 

Becoming a partner in our congregation offers an op-

portunity for enduring friendships and a personal spir-

itual journey.   A place in our Jewish community. 

 

Members also have free access to many of our educa-

tional and entertainment events. 
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 December Yahrzeits 

Anette Feldman  Mother of Stephen Feldman 

David Gould  Father of Sandra Saviet 

Allan Kron  Brother of Ilene Schwartz 

Berne Lubonne  Father of Carole Plesur 

Arlene Melcer  Mother of Marshall Melcer 

Florence Plesur  Mother-In-Law of Carole Plesur 

Theodore Sernovitz  Father of Neal Sernovitz 

Joan Sherer  Mother of Carol Roberts 

Al Smith  Father of Caren Magdovitz 

Rita Weiss  Mother of Alan Weiss 
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44 Years Later, Neil Spindel Returns to the Bimah 
 

Shabbat morning, November 8, Congregation B’nai Tikvah in New Jersey 
was filled with warmth as Neil Spindel celebrated the anniversary of his Bar 
Mitzvah, 44 years after first chanting from the bimah. 

Neil marked the occasion by chanting five Torah verses and the entire 
Haftarah, the longest one in the Tanakh—as he likes to remind me. What 
made the morning meaningful was the presence of Rabbi Robert L. Wolkoff, 
the Rabbi who officiated his first bar mitzvah so many years ago.   

Adding to the joy, Neil’s father Joe, recently out of the hospital, was well 
enough to receive an Aliya. Seeing them on the Bima together was a 
moving site.  

Friends from CBS and beyond joined via livestream, tuning in from near 
and far to witness the celebration. It was a Shabbat of memory, and family 
and faith—a poignant reminder that the threads of Jewish life are strongest 
when woven with love. 

Mazal tov to Neil and the Spindel family. May the echoes of this morning 
carry forward for many years to come. 
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Join Us for Shabbat! 
 

Every Friday night at 7:00 PM, our congregation comes together to welcome Shabbat 
with beautiful tunes and inspiring prayers. After the service, we continue the celebra-
tion with an oneg. 

Would you like to sponsor an oneg to celebrate a mitzvah?                                                   

Please reach out to Toby Koch at (813) 6540877. 

Candle Lighting Times

Date Time  Parsha 

    

December 5 5:12 PM   Vayishlach 

December 12 5:13 PM   Vayeishev 

December 19 5:16 PM   Mikeitz 

December 26 5:20 PM   Vayigash 
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The Kibbitzer 

Published Monthly by 

Congregation Beth Shalom 

706 Bryan Road 

Brandon, FL 33511 

Editor:  Lynn Kaler 

Phone (813)4945163 

Email: Send pictures and articles                            

for publication: 

TheKibbitzer@hotmail.com  

Kibbitzer Deadline: The second                              

Friday of the month 

 

 

Becoming a partner in our congregation offers an opportuni-

ty for enduring friendships and a personal spiritual journey.   

A place in our Jewish community. 

 

Members also have free access to many of our educational 

and entertainment events. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Board of Directors 
Executive Committee: 

 
President 
Steve Billor     
  
1st Vice President 
Gerry Pliner     
 
2nd Vice President 
Toby Koch   
     
Secretary  
Neil Spindel 
 
Treasurer 
Sandy Schwartz 
 
Members at Large: 
Anita Clifford      
Myron Feldman 
Lynn Kaler     
Gabe Lifschitz      
Eric Rosenthal    
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The Jewish Roots of Old Bay Seasoning 
Oy Bay! Become seasoned on the history of America's beloved spice blend. 

 

Old Bay — the zesty, saliferous, burnt orange spice synonymous with seasoning 
shellfish — was invented by Gustav Brunn, a German Jewish refugee who landed in 
Baltimore after spending two weeks in Buchenwald concentration camp. 

There are few spice blends as ubiquitous as Old Bay. Packaged in the classic yellow, 
blue, and red tin can, Old Bay has grown from a Baltimore favorite to a pantry staple 
across the United States.  

Before Old Bay was invented in the 1940s, steamed crab, the dish most associated with 
the blend, was absent from regional cookbooks, including Mrs. B.C. Howard’s Fifty Years in a Maryland 
Kitchen and Mrs. Charles Gibson’s Maryland and Virginia Cookbook. 

How did Brunn, a man who miraculously escaped Nazi-occupied Germany, revolutionize the way 
Americans eat crab? 

The story begins in 1906 in the town of Bastheim, Germany, when Gustav Brunn was 13 years old. He quit 
school because it was too expensive and began working as a tannery apprentice. In 1923, the value of the 
German mark plummeted and in turn, the fur business collapsed and the tannery closed. Brunn bought the 
store and began selling cases and spices to sausage makers, the beginning of his career in the spice 
industry.  

Brunn’s spice business was a success. That was, until 1933 when Hitler came to power. According to 
the Baltimore Jewish Times, as anti-Semitism grew, Brunn lost customers and his bookkeeper resigned out 
of fear that the Nazis would punish him for working for a Jew. To protect his family and his livelihood, 
Brunn moved his shop to Frankfurt where there was a larger Jewish population. 

In 1937, Brunn and his family applied for visas to the United States. The plan was to leave by the end of 
1938, but that changed on the night of November 10, 1938, Kristallnacht, the mass pogrom that destroyed 
synagogues, Jewish business, and schools, and the first time the Nazi regime arrested Jews on a massive 
scale. 

The next day, radio announcements called for all Jews to surrender their firearms to the nearest police 
station. Brunn, an avid hunter with eight rifles, complied. Upon arriving at the police station, he was told 
that he couldn’t leave. Within hours, Brunn was taken to Buchenwald concentration camp. 

Remarkably, after two weeks, Brunn was released, bearing a shaved head and suffering from pneumonia. 
Brunn’s early release was arranged by a Frankfurt lawyer for 10,000 marks, a hefty price at the time, who 
bribed the Gestapo. Within a week, Brunn, his wife, and their two children sailed for America, bound for 
Baltimore, with his hand-crank spice grinder in tow.  

Brunn struggled to find work in Baltimore and finally landed a job at McCormick & Company, the world’s 
biggest spice maker. According to The Baltimore Sun, Brunn’s son Ralph recalls that after only a few days, 
McCormick learned that Brunn was Jewish, and fired him, directing him “to go and see the Jewish charities.” 

Brunn did not give up on his career in the spice industry. He opened his own store, the Baltimore Spice 
Company, on the second floor of 26 Market Place, across from the bustling fish market. Soon, seafood 
vendors were stopping in his store, searching for spices for steaming crabs. Brunn took note of what they 
ordered — a mix of pepper, salt, and mustard — and began experimenting with his own blends. 

https://amzn.to/3e2ldHl
https://amzn.to/3e2ldHl
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/the-nosher/the-official-guide-to-jewish-sausages/


 14 Enter Old Bay, a kitchen sink of 18 spices, including mustard, paprika, celery salt, mace, nutmeg, cinnamon, 
bay leaf, red pepper, cardamom, celery seed, cloves, laurel leaves, mustard, salt, pepper, and ginger. Ralph 
told the Baltimore Jewish Times that, to his father’s amazement, “Those minor things he put in there — the 
most unlikely things, including cinnamon and nutmeg and cloves…had nothing to do with crabs at all — 
gave a background bouquet that he couldn’t have anticipated…Old Bay, per se, was almost an accident.” 

Brunn gave samples of his new spice blend to the seafood vendors across the street, who offered Brunn’s 
sample to customers. Over time, Brunn’s blend caught on.  

With a popular product, Brunn needed a catchy name. His friend in advertising suggested “Old Bay Seafood 
Seasoning” after the Old Bay Line, a well-known Baltimore steamship company. Brunn trademarked “Old 
Bay,” giving his spice blend an instant feeling of tradition and a strong regional identity. 

McCormick, intimidated by Old Bay’s rising demand, began packaging their crab seasoning in identical 
cans. Then, when Brunn attempted to join the American Spice Trade Association, McCormick threatened to 
leave. Over the years, McCormick tried to buy the Old Bay brand, but Brunn rejected every bid.  

Since McCormick couldn’t buy Old Bay, they were determined to copy it. The spice conglomerate relied on a 
law that required companies to declare the ingredients on the back of packages. Brunn, aware of this 
possibility, kept his recipe  safe by omitting his four main ingredients. 

In 1985, Brunn passed away at 92 years old. In 1990, after a fifty-plus year rivalry, McCormick bought Old 
Bay for between $11 million and $14 million. 

 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/the-nosher/dukkah-recipe-the-egyptian-spice-blend-youll-love/
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HOSTAGE                                                                                                     
by Eli Sharabi 

To read Eli Sharabi’s memoir about his 491 day captivity by Hamas, written 
and published mere months after his release, defies logic in some ways. It 
defies what is taught in both psychology classes and writing classes: that 
one needs time to process, to obtain perspective. Reading Eli Sharabi’s 
memoir, Hostage, breaks those conventions wide open.  

The prose reads like it is bursting forth, urgent and pressing .  

The book opens on October 7, 2023, after terrorists have burst into Sharabi’s 
house. Before the first ten pages are over, Sharabi is in Gaza, kidnapped 

along­side a Thai agricultural worker named Khun. But before Sharabi even crosses that 
border, he goes into survival mode: “I focus and concentrate on one mission: surviving to 
return home.” Sharabi recounts his captivity in the present tense, with stark detail. We are 
introduced to Almog Sarusi, Hersh Goldberg-Polin, Alon Ohel, Ori Danino, Eliya Cohen, Or 
Levy, and, eventually, Ohad Ben Ami. He writes about moving from the house in which he 
was initially kept to the tunnels, about the various conditions of different tunnels, and he 
details the moods and whims of his captors, which often foreshadowed how the hostages 
would be treated.  

Heart of a Stranger 
by Angela Buchdahl 

 
 

From the first Asian American to be ordained as a rabbi, a stirring account of one 
woman’s journey from feeling like an outsider to becoming one of the most admired 
religious leaders in the world. Angela Buchdahl was born in Korea and grew up in 
Tacoma, Washington, the daughter of a Korean Buddhist mother and Jewish 
American father. Today, Angela Buchdahl is revered by Jews and non-Jews alike for 
her invigorating, joyful approach to worship, and her belief in the power of faith, 
gratitude, and responsibility for each other. Angela's memoir, Heart of a Stranger is 
a spiritual guide for everyday living, which is exactly what so many of us crave 
right now. Rabbi Buchdal is currently the head rabbi of Central Synagogue in 
Manhattan. 

 

Jewish Book Council 
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Support our Advertisers 
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Brandonplasticsurgery.com 
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 15    6:00 PM—9:00  

Tickets are $45 

Join us in Celebrating Chanukah while cheering on 
the Tampa Bay Lightning as they battle it out against 
the Florida Panthers, the 2024 and 2025 Stanley Cup 

winner! 

Pre-game Menorah Lighting at 6:15 PM at Ford Thunder Alley, featuring professional   
sports players, owners, and front office personnel. 

Game Night Matchup: Tampa Bay Lightning vs. Florida Panthers. 

Community Celebration: Sponsored by Chabad Centers of Tampa Bay and the Tampa 
JCCs & Federation, the evening blends Chanukah festivities with hockey spirit. 

Jewish Heritage Night with the 
Tampa Bay Lightning 2025  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
Ex Board Mtg 
6:30 PM 
Board Mtg     7:00 

PM 

3 4 5 
Erev Shabbat 
Service 7:00  

6 

7 8 9 

7:00  Board Mtg 

10 11 12                    
Erev Shabbat 
Service 7:00  

 

13 

14 
Chanukah 
First Night 

15 
Chanukah 

Second Night 

16 
Chanukah 

Third Night 

17 
Chanuka 

Fourth Night 

18 
Chanukah 
Fifth Night 

19   
Erev Shabbat 
Service 6:00 

Potluck, Candle 
Lighting, & Gift 

Exchange 

20 
Chanukah 
Seventh Night 

Dr Carol Roberts 
10 AM 

21 
Chanukah 
Eighty Night 

22 23 24 25 26 
Erev Youth 
Shabbat 
Service 7:00  

27 
DWTT 
6:00 

28 29 30 31    

December 2025 
December "Rabbis" 

   

Friday, Dec 5  Steve Billor 
Friday, Dec 12  Myron Feldman 
Friday, Dec 19  Steve Billor 
Friday, Dec 26  Neil Spindel 
   


