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CAMILLE PISSARRO ‘Garden Pontoise’ (Détail)

Jacob Abraham Camille Pissarro (1830 — 1903) the child of Sephardic Jews from Bordeaux, was born and raised on the
Caribbean Island of St. Thomas, which was Danish at the time.

Camille Pissarro was the only Jewish Impressionist painter and was the only artist to have shown his work at all eight
Paris Impressionist exhibitions, from 1874 to 1886. He "acted as a father figure not only to the Impressionists" but to all
four of the major Post-Impressionists, Cézanne, Seurat, Gauguin, and van Gogh.


http://bethshalom-brandon.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vincent_van_Gogh
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From the Rabbi’s desk...

108 | Two trains that were on parallel tracks pulled out of the station, one headed east and

"= | the other west. As they picked up speed, the distance between them became greater
- and greater. Although they had been side by side, with time, the gap between them
became huge.

| This is true of people as well. We often see people who seem to be very different from

one another in their attitudes. They may have started together. However, at some
early stage in their lives, they began to head along tracks that led in opposite directions. While early
on the differences between them seemed minor, with time the distance becomes astonishing.

When people came to the Temple in Jerusalem on Yom Kippur, the day of forgiveness, they were
taught about educating their children. While two children may initially seem the same, their direc-
tion in life will depend on how they set out.

A child who follows the right path is headed toward a good life. If, however, a child takes even small
steps in another direction, they run a much higher risk of ending up in the wrong direction. The
slightest difference, in the beginning, can make all the difference later on.

B'Shalom,

Rabbi Lefkowitz

To all the kitchen volunteers:

I am so grateful to everyone who has helped me in the kitchen, either preparing the food, setting up,
or on clean up detail. I truly appreciate all the time you’ve spent working. Our events wouldn’t be

the same without your help. Thank you!

Julie Shienbaum

Congratulations to Neil Spindel

For accepting the position of Board Secretary for CBS!



The President’s Corner

Shalom Everybody

We put together our budget for the upcoming year, which starts June 2023. It was an
unfortunate situation that after signing our Rabbi to a five-year contract and looking
at the increasing bills due to national inflation going on, we had to raise our member-
ship dues. Our dues had not been raised in over 16 years and we were trying to avoid
it. We kept the membership dues increase to a bare minimum and are still negative a
few thousand dollars for the year. We are hoping to make that up and be financially
even with some fundraisers and the generosity of our members. We are still very fru-
gal with the funds being brought in. For example, we still do not have a trash collec-
tion service and bring the daily trash to our houses to dispose of. We also raise the
temperature of the air conditioning when we don’t use the facility. I hope we can attract new mem-
bers and help our Congregation grow. The Board and I are always looking for new ideas to make our
Congregation a better place, so please forward me your suggestions.

Steve Billor

As always, Todah Rabah (Thank you very much) for being a part of the Beth Shalom Family and your
time in reading this article.

Steve Billor

Dinner With The Tribe

El Puerto

idﬂl ll.-a-rf\'.

Restaurant & Grill 8
Anita Clifford ’
El Puerto Saturday,
1623 East 5th Avenue
s June 17
Tampa, FL. 33605
at 6:30 PM

Enjoy the best Latin American food in Tampa. El Puerto counts on a delicious variety of fresh land and sea offerings you
won’t quickly forget — in fact, we bet you’ll find yourself craving more. Join the growing list of El Puerto fans that have
started their own personal menu of dishes they want to try and cross off with each new visit! Please reserve your seat by

contacting Anita at niewdnarb@yahoo.com



mailto:niewdnarb@yahoo.com

Candle Lighting Times

Friday, June 2 7:50 PM
Friday, June 9 7:53 PM
Friday, June 16 ~7:56 PM
Friday, June 23 7:57 PM
Friday, June 30 7:58 PM

O N N N NN NN N NN NN NN NN N NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN O

Oneg Schedule

@'J«/’JJJJJ«/'JJJJJ«/’JJJJJ«/’JJJJJ«/’JJJJJ«/’JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ«/@

O]

June Sponsors

There can be no joy without food and drink.
Talmud, Mo’ed Katan

Neil Spindel In memory of his mother, Margie Spindel
CBS Congregation Please bring a dish to share

CBS Congregation Father’s Day Potluck

Anna and Stephen Feldman Temple Mitzvah - Juneteenth

CBS Congregation Please bring a dish to share
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If you’d like to sponsor an oneg, please call
Judith Pliner at (856)816-2174



CBS Business

Shabbat Services

Meeting ID: 897 3400 8923
Password: 770549

Our Shabbat services will take place Friday Nights at 7:00
PM in the sanctuary as well as online. Our livestream feed
is available on Zoom and Facebook. For outdoor services,
the Zoom link will not work, so please sign in to Facebook.
Join us in the celebration of Shabbat and you are welcome
to like, comment, and share.

We established a new Zoom link. You will be able to login
from our weekly eNews. The process has not changed, just
the link. For your information here is the new link:

https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/89734008923?
pwd=WEtGZXN1UVVNMolCa3zBoTzJyZUcoU
Too

We are glad that you enjoy our shabbat ser-
vices and hope to see you on the Zoom screen
this Friday.

Facebook Information for Shabbat Service:
https://www.facebook.com/BethShalomBrandon/

CBS Office Hours

The administrative office is currently open by appoint-
ment only. We can be reached at [cbs-
brandon@outlook.com] and 813-681-6547 or you may
contact Rabbi Lefkowitz directly at 407-222-6393 or
rlefkowi@bellsouth.net. Rabbi Lefkowitz will be
available for in person meetings on Fridays. Call him
at 407-222-6393 to schedule an appointment.
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Although our hours are limited, we are always
here for you. Do not hesitate to reach out with

any needs, concerns or questions.

Business Card—New Ads at $10/month for
the first six months, then $20/month.

Get a 10% Discount by
Prepaying for one year.

To reserve your place in the next
issue, e-mail John Zelatis at

jzelatis@zomesa.com or call the
CBS office at
813-681-6547.

SHARE A MAZEL TOV!

Do you have a family member, friend,
spouse or congregant you would like to
wish Mazel Tov to in our Kibbitzer?
You can send an email to thekibbitz-
er@hotmail.com with their name and
accomplishment, engagement or birth.
It’s important during these times to see



mailto:jzelatis@zomesa.com
https://email.cloud.secureclick.net/c/2133?id=22125.1373.1.53c41fc2e7133c3cd1e81fa1c5f332a4
https://email.cloud.secureclick.net/c/2133?id=22125.1373.1.53c41fc2e7133c3cd1e81fa1c5f332a4
https://email.cloud.secureclick.net/c/2133?id=22125.1373.1.53c41fc2e7133c3cd1e81fa1c5f332a4
https://email.cloud.secureclick.net/c/2133?id=8519.479.1.ea6092cd9c123d51e88c8e878d3c6ec7
mailto:rlefkowi@bellsouth.net

Food Bank

An Amazing Food Gift

By: Stephen Feldman

We were blessed recently with another extremely generous donation of food from ECHO of Brandon
(Emergency Care Health Organization), a local social service agency that helps people with food,
clothing, and resources. This organization received groceries from the recent postal carrier food
campaign and shared them with us.

A truckload of over 1500 pounds of food arrived at our synagogue on May 15t. Thanks to 15 volun-
teers from CBS and Faith Family Church who were on hand for the next two busy days, we managed
to sort and put away the bevy of food we received. By the time we were finished storing all the food
we received, we ended up using our kitchen food pantry, a new storage room, and another adjacent
classroom.

Thanks to your donations and those of ECHO, we will have enough sustenance for our next several
donation days. We have a need for personal items and toiletries, and for household cleaning. Thanks
so much to everyone who helped, so we can continue to carry out this wonderful mitzvah.




Building and Grounds

This is a call for students off for the summer to contribute to Congregation Beth
Shalom. Universities and High schools in the Tampa Bay area ended the semester
and students are back home. I am exploring for students in the local area to partic-
ipate in projects to support the temple. The greatest skill sets needed are the time
to dedicate to a project, the willingness, and spirit to do so. Other necessary skill

Gabe Lifschitz

sets are below.

Speak, read, and write English.

Able to lift at least 10 pounds.

Able to climb a ladder.

Able to use a screwdriver, pliers, shovel, or other hand tools.

Reads music and is skilled in piano, violin, viola, or cello. This is only for students who are
actively learning music and the skill may not be needed for other projects.

Project sets

Spruce up the temple grounds in specific areas that require clearing. See safety instructions
below.

Come up with a plan to renovate the bimah.

Minor interior electrical work to restore specific functions in the temple. See safety instructions
below.

Create a plan to develop the wooded area behind the temple.

Fix the tool shed behind the temple. See safety instructions below.

Participate in several meetings to provide ideas for youth social activities and run a social activity
at the temple.

I will provide training on safety, what personal protective equipment to use, and oversight on pro-
jects that require electrical work skills, work that requires climbing on ladders, or work around the
temple grounds.

If at least five students respond, I can set up a meeting and create a schedule that will work around a
student’s availability for the summer.

Deadline: Please send your interest in helping by no later than June 2nd 2023, and send an email to:

cbs-building@outlook.com, or call me at (571) 277-1416.

Thank you!

Gabriel Lifschitz



mailto:cbs-building@outlook.com

Page Turners
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PEIR AV Monday, July 10 at 7:00 PM via Zoom.

ANNE

The link will be sent at a later date.

ROSEMARY SULLIVAN

We will be discussing the New York Times best seller “The Betrayal of Ann Frank”
by Rosemary Sullivan

“Using new technology, recently discovered documents and sophisticated investigative
techniques, an international team—led by an obsessed retired FBI agent—has finally
solved the mystery that has haunted generations since World War II: Who betrayed Anne
Frank and her family? And why?”




Bar Mitzvah
Gabe Semovitz

Gabe Semovitz will be called to the Torah on Saturday, July 15th. Gabe
will be leading us in the Havdalah service which begins at 7:00 PM.
Parents are JoAnn and Harvey Semovitz. Gabe’s grandparents, Seema
and Neal Semovitz, will be hosting a dessert party following the service.
All are welcome to attend.

Gabriel Sernovitz will be celebrating his Bar Mitzvah on Saturday, July
15, here at CBS.

Gabe is a rising 8th grader at Randall Middle School. His favorite sub-
jects are civics and science. Born in Milwaukee, he came to Florida via
Washington, D.C.; Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; Beijing and Hong Kong,
China; and Fort Collins, Colorado.

Not surprisingly, Gabe is a world traveler and aviation enthusiast. He
has already visited 17 countries. Gabe has a YouTube channel with near-
ly 50,000 views. He also enjoys sports (watching and playing), especial-
ly his Packers, Brewers, Bucks, and Wisconsin Badgers.

Gabe wants to pursue a career as a lawyer.

He has two older siblings, Jack and Zoe.

Gabe would like to thank Rabbi Lefkowitz for his support and guidance
in preparing for his Bar Mitzvah.
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Gerry Pliner
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Sheryl Finke
Secretary

Neil Spindel
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¢ MEMBERSHIP

Becoming a partner in our congregation offers an
opportunity for enduring friendships and a per-
sonal spiritual journey. A place in our Jewish
community.

Members also have free access to many of our ed-
ucational and entertainment events.
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Annual Meeting

Our annual CBS congregational meeting was held on Sunday, May 21st.

o0 TR

e fr;.vu..l:/u\....




13

e P
We're so proud of you!!

At the Annual Meeting May 21st, Sandra Santucci was presented
with a plaque to honor her years of service to CBS. The plaque
reads: "With much Gratitude and Love In Recognition of 30 Years
of Outstanding Service, Presented to Sandra Santuccci - Cantorial
Soloist, Religious School Teacher, 1993-2023.
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Our Congregation

Yahrzeits

6/1 Robert Hirshenson Father Of Steve Billor

6/9 Oliver Workman Father Of Anna Feldman
6/11 Ed Bang Friend Of Bill Kalbas
6/11 Irwin Shaw Cousin Of Toby Koch
6/17 Chaya Pliner Grandmother Of Gerald Pliner
6/18 Michael Plesur Father-In-Law  Of Carol Plesur
6/20 Clare Beth Friend Of Galil Verlin

6/21 Agnes  Antonak Grandmother Of Lee Schwartz

Birthdays Anniversaries &%
g 6/11  William & Jacqueline Kalbas

6/4 Gail Verlin
6/10 Caren Magdovitz
6/12 Sandy Santucci
6/23 Lee Schwartz
6/25 Sheryl  Finke
6/26 JoAnn Sernovitz
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A Small Light

This ‘ordinary’ woman hid Anne Frank—and kept her story alive

The miniseries ‘A Small Light’ tells the story of Miep Gies,
a courageous young woman who risked her life to defy the Nazis.

By Jacqueline Cutler, Published April 27, 2023

Miep Gies was a recently married young office worker living in Amsterdam in 1942. As German occupiers
tightened their grip on the city, Gies’s boss, Otto Frank, asked her to hide him and his family from the Na-
zis, who were sending Jews to concentration camps. For the next two years, Gies risked her life daily to
smuggle food to the Franks and four others concealed in secret rooms above Otto’s business.

When she could no longer protect the family—when the Nazis finally came and took them away in 1944—
Gies kept their story alive by saving Anne Frank’s journals. She’s the reason the world has The Diary of a
Young Girl.

(A cold case team is searching for who betrayed Anne Frank)

q»n'c:ng‘ - ooLce
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Miep Gies answered customers’ questions Margot, Otto, Anne, and Edith Frank in Merwedeplein
and did general office work at Opekta, Otto in Amsterdam, May 1941. Just over a year after this
Frank’s business. The native Austrian had photo was taken, Margot was ordered to report to a
been sent to the Netherlands as a Starving 11 labor camp. The famlly hid and didn’t leave the build-
-year-old, and her experiences as an immi- ing again until the Nazis arrested them there.

grant, loyalty to her employer, and fury over
the genocide motivated her to try to save
those in the attic.

The series includes eight episodes. It will premiere with a two-episode drop on May 1, then release two epi-
sodes a week until May 22, when the penultimate and series finale drop. Each episode will debut on National
Geographic and be stream able the next day on Disney+ and Hulu.


https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/miep-gies
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/who-was-anne-frank
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/culture/article/who-betrayed-anne-frank
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Got something to sell?
What’s better than a garage sale?

=]

Committees/Chairpersons
Building/Capital Fund
Gerry Pliner

Finance

Gerald Pliner A CLASSIFIED AD IN THE KIBBITZER!

A 5-line add is just $9 for members
$18 for non-members

Fundraising
Open
Life Long Learning
Open
Strategic Planning
Steve Feldman
Membership
Judith Pliner
Caring Committee
Judith Pliner
Oneg
Open
Publicity
Toby Koch
Ritual
Toby Koch

Facility and Safety
Gabe Lifschitz
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Congregation Beth Shalom
provides a meaningful spiritual home for people of all ages and
levels of knowledge, a place to learn and to question, a place to

worship and to celebrate, and a place to find a community that

cares.

We offer:

Friday worship services at 7:00 PM
Complete B'nai Mitzvah preparation
Adult Education classes
Community-wide events
Community Food Bank

Eblast: PEAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA A A AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAN S

Social Action
Meral Ginsberg

Religious School
Rabbi Robert Lefkowitz

Christine Stockelman
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Toby Koch and Carol Anne Friedman
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Other Programs

CBS Singles Over 50
Anita Clifford
Chavurah
Open
Dinner With the Tribe
Anita Clifford
Kibbitzer Editor
Lynn Kaler

Library
Sandy Saviet
Men’s Club

Myron Feldman
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Page Turners
Toby Koch & Anna Feldman

Web Administrator
Toby Koch
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Support our Advertisers
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ON-SITE INNOVATIVE COMPUTER &
NETWORK ADVISORS SINCE 1996

STEVEN ALEXANDER

The Boss & Executive Producer

P.0. BOX 1854
BRANDON, FLORIDA 33509

813.6883.2370

techresmgt@earthlink.net
www.ThelriginalOnsiteGeeks.com

VIRUS PREVENTION, DETECTION & REMOVAL
WEB/GRAPHIC DESIGN & MARKETING
ON-SITE COMPUTER TRAINING
ALL WINDOWS OPERATING SYSTEMS,
SERVERS & WORKSTATIONS, LINLX AND
APPLE PRODUCTS
SOFTWARE/HARDWARE SUPPORT, SET UP,
DEBUG. UPGRADE & REPAIR
PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE

TCP/IP CONFIGURATIONS, NETWORKING.
YPN'S, CLIENT/SERVER & INTERNET
(Wi-Fi, Cable & Wliring, Troubleshooting & Repair)

SERVING BRANDON - 50 MILE RADIUS

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

foproving the health

ﬂu,z» Z)ﬂdf& 25!
Stephen Zweibach, MD
Natasha Champion, MD

Mariel Rotundo-Patino, DO
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Tricare Members”

S
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* Gynecology & Obstetrics
* Bladder Problems

* Bleeding & Pain Problems

* Weight Management
* Botox

Women'’s Care Florida offers obstetrics and
gynecologic care for women through all phases of life,
from your pre-teen years to post-menopausal years.
Call today to schedule an appointment!

T © -

C/ angen's Car

www.womenscarefl.com

813.571.2777 setsvis tspanc

Ilene R. Schwartz

Realtor®

813-625-2942

M

ileneRschwartz@gmail.com

nril 2234 Lithia Center Lane
WWW. ) 1e.com st i
www.Realtorilene.co Valrico, FL 33536

EMs 2

Tile & Grout | Upholstery | Ccnpot Repair

$99

Carpet Cleaning B
Up To 4 Rooms

v FREE Steam Call or Text 813-965-8956
 FREE Deep Cleaning Ianiorcarpetcioaning com

Y FREE Deodotrizing
w FREE Sanitizing B [ esal [ @8 ]

BEN FERNANDES & KEITH BALOT
OWNERS

phone: 813.657.6200
fax: 813.413.2045
Keith@krkvalrico.com.

4321 Lynx Paw Trail
Valrico, FL 33596
Ben@krkvalrico.com

www.krkvalrico.com

Your 100% Satisfaction is Absolutely
Guaranteed !

Clarke Automotive Systems

Ifvou have a probiermwith youroar; let ws give you owr honest, expert
& stmaightfonvardadvice sothe Job is done right—the first time !

Bob Clarke
(813) 685-2939

131 Central Ave
Brandon, FL 33510
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Books

 Poetry
TODAY IN THE TAX1I . .
st '"I;nu Today in the Taxi
J; ‘i“ “_“2 By Sean Singer
Bpaiean.
’l AR \g{ Review by Allison Pitinii Davis

In his remarks on a 2022 pan-el about Jewish working-class poetics, Sean
Singer described the importance of spreading power horizontally instead of
vertically. This idea informed my reading of Today in the Taxi, which takes
us on his daily treks across New York City as he picks up passengers, experi-
ences snippets of their lives, and drops them off. In lieu of narrative closure,
these poems often end on teachings from Jewish thinkers including Hillel,
Franz Kafka, Jerimiah, Kabbalists, a female Lord, and Charlotte Solomon.
Each poem begins with a variation of the phrase “today in the taxi,” chal-
lenging the concept of a central “title poem.” Further, each poem is written
in prose and less than a page in length — no ride is given more space than
another. The repetitive form reflects both the mundane nature of driving a cab and an aesthetic
equality. Every poem challenges the hierarchical economy from which it springs.

SEAN SINGER

This is a profoundly Jewish book, and not only because it is constantly quoting Jews. In
her 2011 essay “Midrashic Sensibilities: Secular Judaism and Radical Poetics,” Rachel Blau DuPles-
sis writes that her “Midrashic sensibility...resists epiphany, which, as a narrative structure, is to
some degree associated with Christianity.” Most of Singer’s poems are structured so that the pas-
senger leaves the car just at the climax of their story. We are jolted into the realization that for these
passengers, the taxi is just a vehicle to a destination, not the destination itself. So the riders leave,
taking the narrative momentum of the poems with them. Right at the apex of each poem, there is
a sharp drop to the emptiness of the cab. Narrative climax is replaced by the interiority of the typi-
cally invisible driver. These moments, in all of their understatement and discursiveness, are
a masterpiece of contemporary Jew-ish literature.

Of these moments, the most profound perhaps come in “Glossed Over” and “Dirt.” In the former,
a passenger forgets a bag in the taxi. The driver backtracks a long way over streets he just traveled
to return the bag, and the passenger provides neither tip nor thanks. The driver curses humanity
before remembering — in a Charles Reznikoff-like turn — that many in this city have faced much
worse inequality: “Then I remembered the poor fellows on Catherine Slip who would skin eels and
have to dance in order to get one to eat.” He then transforms his wasted labor by reclaiming agency
over the situation: “I read that eels can swim backwards by reversing the direction of the wave.”

It is a moment that frees the worker’s value from his progress: he is not driving back but ra-
ther “reversing the direction” of the power dynamics around him. In “Dirt,” the relationship be-
tween value and progress is again dismantled. The driver says, “When Jeremiah asked for a solution
to stopping the Golem who was destroying Prague, he was told...Do not meditate in the sense of
building up, but the other way around” (25). This is commentary on the collection’s aesthetics as
much as its themes. Today in the Taxi is radically Jewish in that it does not “build up” to revelation
but the “other way around” — Singer’s poems reject traditional power structures and instead return
back to the work-er and his streets.
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Excerpt: ‘Today in the Taxi

Poetry winner for 2022 for the National Jewish Book Awards

By Sean Singer
April 25, 2023
Schism

Today in the taxi a passenger got in and she was crying. I don’t know why. We
left Astoria for Williamsburg. I gave her a little package of tis-sues and she went
on her way.

Kafka said crying is especially alarming for me. I cannot cry. When other peo-
ple cry, it seems to me like a strange, incomprehensible natural phenomenon.

I thought maybe she was going through a breakup, or perhaps it was a passage
in a novel.

Some people think of Williamsburg as the “hipster apocalypse” and others, the
Orthodox, know the Lord is there with them. She’s pushing a shopping cart full
of plastic bottles rescued from trash cans.

Crying literally means “to ask for loudly.” She mumbles through a drop of salt-
water, but She’s really saying: You are worthy of asking and having your ques-
tion heard.
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Mother’s Day Blessings

The Hebrew Language

BYALLIE YANG Hebrew wasn’t spoken for 2,000 years. Here’s how it was revived.
PUBLISHED MAY 11, 2023

The religious language that lay dormant for millennia is now global, used by
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC millions of people around the world—including in China.

Today, Hebrew is a thriving language—used by millions of speakers around the world to communicate all their
thoughts and desires. That may have seemed almost impossible less than 150 years ago, when the language was
thought to exist only in ancient religious texts.

For some two thousand years, Hebrew laid dormant as Jewish communities scattered across the globe, and adopted
the languages of their new homes. By the late 1800s, Hebrew vocabulary was limited to archaic and religious concepts
of the Hebrew Bible—and lacked words for everything from “newspaper” and “academia” to “muffin” and “car.”

Here’s a look at the bumpy road to modernizing Hebrew and the debates that surround its continuing evolution today.
The Jewish people were once known as Hebrews for their language, which flourished from roughly the 13th to second
centuries B.C.—when the Hebrew Bible, also known as the Old Testament, was collected. Hebrew was used in daily
life until the second century B.C. at latest, experts believe.

But beginning in the second century B.C., Jewish people became increasingly ostracized and oppressed. Through the
rise and fall of Rome, the Middle Ages, Renaissance, and beyond, they were forced to migrate around Europe and
adopted the language of the country they were in. They also formed new languages like Yiddish, which mixed Hebrew,
German, and Slavic languages.

Still, the Jewish people were known as “People of the Book.” As part of traditions like studying the Torah and reading
it aloud, Jews continued to learn Hebrew to read from the Bible and written Hebrew lived on for more than a millen-
nium mostly through religious practice.

There were exceptions: more educated Jews exchanged messages in Hebrew, sometimes between merchants for rec-
ords of business, says Meirav Reuveny, a Hebrew language historian at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. A 10th-
century trove of documents showed that some women, a group generally confined to domestic duties at the time, also
wrote letters, exchanged legal documents, and recorded business in Hebrew. From the 10th to 14th centuries, there
was an explosion of secular Hebrew poetry in Andalusia, Spain.

In the 19th century, most Jews in Europe were still second-class citizens when a new movement emerged that looked
to Hebrew as a way to inspire hope through the Jewish people’s glorious past, Reuveny says. Hebrew revivalists want-
ed to expand the language beyond the abstract concepts in the Bible—they wanted to use it to talk about modern
events, politics, philosophy, and medicine.

Among the leaders of the movement was Eliezer Ben-Yehuda, credited as the father of Modern Hebrew.

“One person cannot invent a language,” Reuveny says. “But he makes a good hero, something important for a social
movement.”


https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/ben-yehudas-hebrew-language-progeny-500694
https://web.library.yale.edu/cataloging/hebraica/about-hebrew
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/reading-the-torah
https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/genizah#pid-11057
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Ben-Yehuda was born in 1858 in Lithuania, where Jews were heavily discriminated against and vio-
lent pogroms terrorized Jewish communities regularly. When Ben-Yehuda traveled to Paris in 1878, he was empow-
ered by the growing Jewish nationalist movement he witnessed there.

He believed Jews needed a country and language to flourish. He moved to Jerusalem in 1881, where he and his wife

made the decision to only speak Hebrew—despite missing words for essential modern

items and concepts. They raised their son Itamar Ben-Avi to be the first native Hebrew speaker in almost 2,000 years.
In the beginning, Hebrew went through growing pains: the language needed many new words. Ben-Yehuda made a
dictionary of new Hebrew words (including ,n?nor milon, the word for dictionary). Hebrew newspapers across
Europe invented their own words, too, Reuveny says.

Many people saw this as an unwelcome change—swapping an ancient and sacred language to a new and strange one.
Hebrew revivalists chose a difficult way of life by speaking only Hebrew, before it could meet the needs of modern life.
Gradually, the language was standardized in the early 20th century. The first Modern Hebrew dictionary was released
in its completed form in 1922. Hebrew language schools were opened, then Hebrew became the language of instruc-
tion of all subjects in Jerusalem schools (the first in 1913).

After the state of Israel was established in 1948, people flocked from all over the world. Many young adults learned
Hebrew through the young nation’s mandatory military service, though most families in Israel became Hebrew speak-
ers over one to two generations.

Today, of the 9.5 million people in Israel aged 20 and over, almost everyone uses Hebrew, and 55 percent speak it as
their native language. Around the world there are around 15 million Hebrew speakers; in the U.S., there are 195,375.
Modern Hebrew has changed significantly but still shares clear ties with Biblical Hebrew.

“King David and I could probably understand each other,” says Mirit Bessire, Hebrew language program director at
Johns Hopkins University, who points out that it’s not all that different from modern English speakers attempting to
understand someone using Shakespearean English.

The growing pains Hebrew experienced as it modernized during Ben-Yehuda’s time are echoed in controversies today.
Inclusive language such as non-binary adaptations have proven difficult to adopt as Hebrew is significantly gendered,
Reuveny says. Modern words and concepts like “gaslighting” also stir debate about how much outside cultures are
affecting the language.

“Language does naturally evolve and grow. It’s inevitable. It’s not in our hands what our language does,” Bessire says.
Language fills the needs of its users, she adds—and today we have more needs than ever as social media and email
connect communities of Hebrew speakers far beyond Israel. For example, Bessire says, there are Hebrew communi-
ties in China that are not Jewish but have become fluent in the language for business purposes.

“Hebrew is a language of proficiency,” Bessire says. “It's a language that you use for your everyday life, from technolo-
gy to medicine.”

Eliezer Ben-Yehuda reads at
The Codex Sassoon, the his desk shortly before his
death in 1922. Historian Cec-
il Roth famously said,
“Before Ben Yehuda, Jews
this one were a major could speak Hebrew; after

. : ”»
factor in keeping He- him, they did.
brew alive for two thou- HOTOGRAPH BY LEBRECHT
sandyears. MUSIC & ARTS, ALAMY

oldest and most com-
plete Hebrew Bible, is
set to go to auction this
year. Religious texts like

Girls learn ancient Hebrew in
Samaria, a region in modern
day Palestine, in the early
1900s.



https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/pogroms
https://www.nli.org.il/en/discover/newspapers/jpress/all-sections/hebrew-press
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/early-hebrew-schools-in-eretz-israel
https://www.cs.mcgill.ca/~rwest/wikispeedia/wpcd/wp/h/Hebrew_language.htm
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/king-david
https://www.timesofisrael.com/hebrew-academy-debuts-new-words-including-term-for-gaslighting/#:~:text=Hebrew%20speakers%20can%20now%20use,for%20the%20term%20in%202022.
https://speakinghebrew.com/interview-the-chinese-who-speak-hebrew-like-an-israeli/
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Donations

In Memory:

Paul D. Goldstein
Marilyn G. Rowen
Judge Herbert Schwartz
Kate Verlin

Donations:

Thelma Silber

Carol Anne & Dave Friedman
Jackie & Bill Kalbas

Toby Koch

Alan Weiss

Carol Roberts
Stephen Feldman

Kibbitzer Kudos

Carol Hindin

Judith & Gerry Pliner
Judith & Gerry Pliner
Sandy Schwartz

Gail Verlin

Plaque in memorial: Eunice Rivkin
High Holiday Pledge

CBS Donation Mitzvah

CBS Donation Mitzvah

CBS Donation Mitzvah

CBS Donation Mitzvah
High Holiday Pledge

Working so hard on membership
directory and thank you notes




Donations

Congregation Beth Shalom accepts donations for many purposes, with a variety of opportunities for donors to
support the good works of the Temple. You may contact the office either by phone or email to contribute, or head
to our website to make a secure online payment through a PayPal account or by using a credit card.

Funds:

General Fund (unrestricted): An unrestricted gift to the
General Fund allows the temple to use those funds wher-
ever they may be needed most. This fund incorporates
contributions received from our High Holy Day Appeal,
Yahrzeit donations, Bricklets, Adopt-A-Book, Tree of Life
(gfl:less otherwise indicated) and other non-restricted
gifts.

Building Fund: A fund to ensure the continuing physi-
cal growth of our spiritual home. Intended for capital
improvements and major building repairs.

Endowment Fund: Gifts to this fund are placed in an
investment account and temporarily restricted or can be
defined/restricted by the donor. This fund ensures the
future of our temple.

Religious School Scholarship Fund: These funds
will be made available to Religious School students who
are in need of tuition assistance, as determined confiden-
tially by the Treasurer.

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: a fund for assistance to
families in need, scholarship assistance, interfaith coun-
cil, Holocaust museum and other endeavors at the Rab-

If you wish to designate a gift to a particular purpose, for
example, Food Bank, Choir, Oneg, Social Action, etc., you
may do so by noting as such on your payment method or
with an accompanying note; otherwise, your gift will be
used where it is needed most.

Opportunities:

Adopt-A-Book: A dedication label will be placed in one
of our prayer books, to commemorate a simcha or in
honor or memory of a loved one for just $54.

Bricklets: For as little as $9 you can send a Bricklet
Card instead of buying a card for birthdays, condolences,
etc. A Bricklet Card in your name will be sent to the per-
son you wish stating that a donation has been made in his
or her name to Beth Shalom to honor the occasion.

Tree of Life: The Tree of Life is on the back wall of our
Sanctuary. An engraved leaf or stone can commemorate
many simchas, b’nai mitzvah, wedding, birth, gradua-
tions, etc. Leaves are $180, and stones are $1800.

Yahrzeit Plaque: To honor the death of a loved one,
you may purchase a plaque that will be cared for in per-
petuity for $350. The name of the deceased along with
their date of death is included on the plaque.

Congregation Beth Shalom - Donation Form

At times of sorrow & memory, as well as at times of joy, tradition teaches us that we honor others

In Memory of

In Honor of

Donor’s Name:

Address:
$18 $36 $54 $180 Other
Designated Fund:
O General Fund O Youth Group Fund
O Endowment Fund O Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund O My checkis enclosed
O Building Fund O Religious School O Pleasebillme
Scholarship Fund

Congregation Beth Shalom 706 Bryvan Rd. Brandon, FL 33511

813-681-6547
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Time for a Nosh

ISRAELI COUSCOUS SALAD WITH SUMMER VEGETABLES

An easy, zesty summer salad with a Mediterranean flair
featuring Israeli couscous and chopped summer vegetables.

INGREDIENTS:

1 cup of Israeli couscous

1 cup of water

1/2 veggie bouillon cube - roughly chopped
1/4 red bell pepper - finely diced

1/2 cucumber - peeled and seeded, finely diced
1 cup of cherry tomatoes - sliced in half

2 tablespoons red onion - minced

1 handful of parsley - minced

10 olives - roughly chopped

2 ounces of feta - diced

3 tablespoons olive oil plus 1 teaspoon olive oil
1 tablespoon red wine vinegar

1 tsp honey

salt and freshly ground pepper to taste

1. Heat a sauce pan over medium heat and add
one tsp of olive oil. Once the oil is warm — about
30 seconds — add Israeli couscous and stir for a
minute or two until Israeli couscous is slightly
toasted.

2. When couscous is toasted — add 1 cup of water
and chopped up bouillon cube. Be careful, the
pan is hot and the water will probably instantly
come to a boil, pour carefully so it doesn’t splash

up.

3. Turn heat down to low and simmer couscous
for the amount of time on package instructions.

4. While couscous is cooking, dice red pepper
and cucumber — you want the dice to be roughly
the same size for both. Add to a large bowl.

5. Next, slice cherry tomatoes in half and add to
the other vegetables in the bowl.

6. Mince parsley and red onion. Add to the vege-
tables in the bowl.

7. Roughly chop olives and add to the bowl.
8. Dice feta cheese and set a side.

9. Whisk olive oil, red wine vinegar, honey, black
pepper and salt together.

10. When Israeli couscous is ready, add to a fine
mesh sieve and rinse so that the couscous cools.
Shake the sieve until the couscous is fairly dry.

11. Add Israeli couscous to the bowl of vegeta-
bles. Add the dressing and toss to combine.

12. Add feta cheese to couscous and vegetables
and toss gently to combine.
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