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From the Rabbiôs desk... 

On December 18th, we get ready to bring the light of winter here in sunny Florida by lighting our Meno-
rah or Chanukiah. This is truly a holiday of religious freedom. This is also a Holiday that symbolizes the 
strength of the Jewish people's spirit.  As we place the menorah by the window, except if we live in an 
anti-Semitic neighborhood, we will light the candles for eight nights. We light the Menorah candles 
following sunset, however, except on Friday, when we celebrate Shabbat.  We light the candles before 
Shabbat, so we are not in any violation of creating light.  On Saturday, we kindle the lights of Chanukah 
after Havdalah, which ushers out Shabbat. 
  

Chanukah candles should remain lit for at least one hour and a half.  As we gather all the family members around, we 
light the first light which is our Shamash or leader candle. Shamash means ñhelperò in Hebrew. Its role is to stand by 
ready to reignite the flame of any extinguished light.  We then recite the blessings, as we light the Chanukah Candles 
from left to right.  The leader candle is then placed the farthest away from the other candles, back in its designated 
place.  
 
On the first night, we say three blessings:   Shehecheyanu, Blessing Over The Chanukah Candles, and Blessing For Cha-
nukah.  Traditionally, the Shehecheyanu, which is the prayer thanking God for bringing us to this moment, is recited 
only the first night.  

Have a Very Happy Chanukah,  

Rabbi Lefkowitz 

(Credit: bing.com) 

In 2014 in West Hartford (Connecticut, USA) a riot of colour went on display at the Mandell Jewish Community Center's Chase 
Family Gallery when a show of quilts titled Connecting Threads were exhibited.  The quilts had been made and displayed in a 
celebration of Jewish industry and artistry, under the organisation of Diane Kruger Cohen. Above is the glorious Hanukkah me-
norah from one of the quilts.(courant.com) 

https://www.jewbelong.com/holidays/hanukkah/hanukkah-prayers-blessings/shehecheyanu-prayer-celebration/
https://www.jewbelong.com/holidays/hanukkah/hanukkah-prayers-blessings/blessing-over-the-candles/
https://www.jewbelong.com/holidays/hanukkah/hanukkah-prayers-blessings/blessing-for-hanukkah/
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The Presidentôs Corner 

Shalom Everybody 

So, I am writing this article from my hotel room in Munich, Germany, after watching 
our Tampa Bay Buccaneers beat the Seattle Seahawks. I missed our Veterans Shab-
bat service/dinner that weekend as well. But I will be back to Synagogue the follow-
ing Friday. 

My thought process for that last paragraph was that we all have things that we want 
and/or need to do. We also need down time, personal time, vacation time, family 
time and for some of us, work time.  But we must try and stay attached to our Jewish 
Family at Congregation Beth Shalom.  We have so many different ways to be involved 
at Beth Shalom.  Our activities are very diverse.  There is the Book Club, Dinner with 

the Tribe, study sessions with our Rabbi, Shabbat services and many others.  We welcome you to as 
many activities that you can attend.   

I am keeping this article short this month, as I have had a long day vacationing. I hope and pray you 
all remain healthy and well. 

As always, Todah Rabah (Thank you very much) for being a part of the Beth Shalom Family and 
your time in reading this article.  

Steve Billor 

Steve Billor 
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Advertise  in  

The Kibbitzer 

Business CardðNew Ads at $10/month for 
the first six months, then $20/month.   

Get a 10% Discount by 

Prepaying for one year.  

    To reserve your place in the next           
issue, e-mail  John Zelatis  at  

jzelatis@zomesa.com or call the  

CBS office at  

813-681-6547. 

 

Meeting ID: 897 3400 8923  
Password: 770549 
 
Our Shabbat services will take place Friday Nights at 7:00 
PM in the sanctuary as well as online. Our livestream feed 
is available on Zoom and Facebook. For outdoor services, 
the Zoom link will not work, so please sign in to Facebook. 
Join us in the celebration of Shabbat and you are welcome 
to like, comment, and share.  
 
We established a new Zoom link. You will be able to login 
from our weekly eNews. The process has not changed, just 
the link. For your information here is the new link: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89734008923?pwd=WEt

GZXN1UVVNM0lCa3BoTzJyZUc0UT09  

 
We are glad that you enjoy our shabbat ser-
vices and hope to see you on the Zoom screen 
this Friday. 
 
Facebook Information for Shabbat Service: 
https://www.facebook.com/BethShalomBrandon/ 

Shabbat Services CBS Office Hours 
 

The administrative office is currently open by appoint-
ment only. Someone can be reached at [cbs-
brandon@outlook.com] and 813-681-6547 or you may 
contact Rabbi Lefkowitz directly at 407-222-6393 or 
rlefkowi@bellsouth.net.   Rabbi Lefkowitz will be availa-
ble for in person meetings on Fridays. Call him at 407-
222-6393 to schedule an appointment. 

 

 

Although our hours are limited, we are always 

here for you. Do not hesitate to reach out with 

any needs, concerns or questions. 

SHARE A MAZEL TOV! 

Do you have a family member, friend, spouse or 

congregant you would like to wish Mazel Tov to 

in our Kibbitzer?  You can send an email to the-

kibbitzer@hotmail.com with their name and ac-

`ljmifpejbkq¾ bkd^dbjbkq lo _foqeÁ  *qØp fjÓ

portant during these times to see the good in 

CBS Business  

mailto:jzelatis@zomesa.com
https://email.cloud.secureclick.net/c/2133?id=22125.1373.1.53c41fc2e7133c3cd1e81fa1c5f332a4
https://email.cloud.secureclick.net/c/2133?id=22125.1373.1.53c41fc2e7133c3cd1e81fa1c5f332a4
https://email.cloud.secureclick.net/c/2133?id=8519.479.1.ea6092cd9c123d51e88c8e878d3c6ec7
mailto:rlefkowi@bellsouth.net
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The Kibbitzer 
 
 

Volume 33, Issue 7 
Published Monthly by 

Congregation Beth Shalom 
706 Bryan Road 
Brandon, FL 33511 
Phone 813-681-6547 

Email: CBS-brandon@outlook.com 
 

Email and articles for publication: 
TheKibbitzer@hotmail.com  
For current news and events 
see the congregationôs website: 

http://www.bethshalom-brandon.org 
*********** 

Congregation Contacts 

813-681-6547 Å CBS-brandon@outlook.com 

Office hours:  

By appointment. 
Voicemails and emails will be monitored daily.  

Office is closed on holidays 

Weekly Email Blast submissions 

Becoming a partner in our congregation offers an 
opportunity for enduring friendships and a per-
sonal spiritual journey.   A place in our Jewish 
community. 
 
Members also have free access to many of our ed-
ucational and entertainment events. 
 

MEMBERSHIP 

 

Senior Rabbi 

Robert Lefkowitz    

Board of Directors 

President 

Steve Billor      

Past President 

Gerry Pliner     

1st Vice President 

Gerry Pliner     

2nd Vice President 

Toby Koch       

3rd Vice President 

Sheryl Finke       

Secretary  

David Friedman   

Treasurer 

Sandy Schwartz 

Past President 

Gerry Pliner 

 

Members at Large: 

Anita Clifford      

Lynn Kaler     

Gabe Lifschitz      
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Candle Lighting Times 

 December Sponsors 
There can be no joy without food and drink.  

Talmud, Moôed Katan  

 
 

 
 

Oneg Schedule 

 

If youôd like to sponsor an oneg, please call  

Judith Pliner at (856)816-2174 

 

Friday, December 2 5:11 PM  

Friday, December 9 5:12 PM  

Friday, December 16 5:15 PM  

Friday, December 23 5:18 PM  

Friday, December 30 5:22 PM 

December 2 Robert Reisfield   In celebration of successful eye surgery 

December 9 Neil Spindel  In honor of his Dadôs visit  

December 16 April Katz Newport  In honor of  Connor and Jamieôs 14th birthday 

December 23 Julie Shienbaum   Temple Mitzvah 

December 30 Petie Maguire  In honor of Maxôs 5th birthday 
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Library News 

Books, Books, and Books 

The Diary of Dawid Sierakowak 
Edited by Alan Adelson 

When the Angels Left the Old Country  
By Sacha Lamb 

In working on my genealogy, Iôve been reading many books about 
the Lodz Ghetto since many of my family members ended up be-
ing transported there. This personal diary adds insight to the non-
fiction books Iôve read.  The book synopsis comes from Amazon. 

ñAfter the liberation of the Lodz Ghetto, Dawid Sierakowiak's not-
books were found stacked on a cookstove, ready to be burned for 
heat. Young Sierakowiak was one of more than 60,000 Jews who 
perished in that notorious urban slave camp, a man-made hell 
which was the longest surviving concentration of Jews in Nazi 
Europe. The diary comprises a remarkable legacy left to humanity 
by its teenage author. It is one of the most fastidiously detailed 
accounts ever rendered of modern life in human bondage. The 
luxury of life was never returned to David, but a new awareness of 
it richness can be our reward for reading the diary of this brilliant-
ly and brutally deprived young human being.ò  

A sweeping, engrossing tale that follows two mystical crea-
tures, an angel and a demon, as they journey to America from 
their small shtetl in the early twentieth century.  

This novel by Sacha Lamb is both an action-packed adventure 
filled with dybbuks, mystery, and murder, and also a sweet 
story of two beings discovering their place in each otherôs 
lives. It is simultaneously a story of a woman who is trying to 
figure out her identity, and of the lengths we will go to make 
sure our friends, family, and community thrive in a hostile 
world. When the Angels Left the Old Country is 
a phenomenal story that explores gender identity and sexual 
orientation while showcasing the power of community and 
the journey one must take to truly know themself.  

We have a new addition to our library.  It is a Book Sale Corner 
where you may purchase a book from our library for only $1.00. 
These are books for which we have multiple copies. Please drop 
your purchase donation in the tzedakah box near the sanctuary 
entrance or the Food Bank donation box. Whenever the temple is 
open you are welcome to visit our library and borrow a book.  
There is a black sign-out book and a return basket for when you 
want to bring it back.  
 
Happy Reading 
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      Menôs Club 

Myron Feldman 

Tuesday, December 13th 
7:00 PM 

Glory Days 

11310 Causeway Blvd 

Brandon, FL  33511 

813/654-5454 

Food Bank 

Bring the family to Glory Days where we will eat, drink, and be merry and cheer on  the Light-
ning.   "Glory Days Grill is a full-service, sports themed family restaurant known for its commit-
ment to quality food, supporting a variety of local sports groups and their community involve-
ment. Every restaurant brings together award-winning menus accompanied by numerous large 
screen televisions tuned for a variety of sports and entertainment.ò  Tuesdayôs special is Nachos. 

Our food distribution on November 20th marks a milestone ï the completion of a monthly 
service to 40 families during the past year, an anniversary of which we can all be proud. Our 
committee will take a break from our own food bank in December and instead will assist oth-
ers in the local area. We ask CBS members to consider joining us in volunteering at other 
places in December such as Seeds of Hope, Portamento of Hope, Tampa Jewish Family Services, Metropoli-
tan Ministries Tampa and Feeding Tampa Bay. These and other agencies can always use additional help, es-
pecially during the winter holiday season.  

Our next food bank will be January 15th. As you complete your food shopping this month, please consider 
picking up a can, box or bag of extra non-perishable food or personal hygiene or cleaning products and bring-
ing these to the synagogue for our next distribution.  As we prepare for the December holidays, let us remem-
ber that while Hanukkah was not originally a gift-giving occasion, Jews are encouraged to consider the needs 
of those less fortunate than us during this holiday. Accordingly, one of the eight days of Hanukkah should be a 
time for us to give to other families if we can. 

This is also an ideal time to check our closets for clothes we no longer wear and toys our children no longer 
use. Meral Ginsberg would be happy to arrange for pick-up of any items you would like to donate to others 
and arrange for them to be distributed to appropriate charities. Please contact her at 813-690-5713 or meral-
gins@gmail.com . Thank you for participating in this mitzvah! 

mailto:meralgins@gmail.com
mailto:meralgins@gmail.com
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Based on the information I received at the October Board meeting, I propose complet-
ing items in the Building and Grounds report as outlined below.  This is a proposed 
draft and open for comment, so please feel free to add thoughts, change, and modify 
dates, times, scope, and what to bring.  The communication plan is ask for volunteers 
using eblast, the Kibbitzer if the timeline allows, and Shabbat services. 

1. Dates: December 11th and 18th , both are Sundays from 10:00 AM until noon. 

2. Scope:  

a. Clean the front CBS sign 

b. Remove the twigs and leaf debris from the south gutter 

c. Clear debris of stormwater grates - west side of the parking lot 

d. Trim bushes around the building 

e. Wash the blue canopy  

f. Remove leaf and branch debris from the open space across the double glass doors - may contact 
boy scout for community hours 

g. Reattach fence sections where needed 

h. Added Item to do as a group: Remove the fallen tree that straddles 521 and 523 S Larry Cir (Dan 
and Ashleigh's house)  

i. What to bring:  

j. Landscaping gloves 

k. Shovels 

l. Hoes 

m. Rakes 

n. Bush clippers 

o. Garbage bags, 42-gallon 

p. Beverages and bagels 

Who: Everyone, we can make this a shared fun event 

Thank you so much 

 

Gabe 

Building & Grounds 

'ÁÂÅ ,ÉÆÓÃÈÉÔÚ 
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Our Congregation 

Yahrzeits

Birthdays Anniversaries 

12/5  Joel Zazulia Brother Of Iylene Miller 

12/6  Annette Feldman Mother Of Stephen Feldman 

12/8  Theodore Sernovitz Father Of Neil Sernovitz 

12/9  Douglas Miller Brother Of Eric Miller 

12/9  Geoffrey Miller Brother Of Eric Miller 

12/11  Al Smith Father Of Caren Magdovitz 

12/18  Elaine Freedman Mother Of  Randy Freedman 

12/19  Jenny Siegel Grandmother Of Eric Miller 

12/25  Rita Weiss Mother Of Alan Weiss 

12/29  Virginia Finke Mother Of Mark Finke 

12/31  Myra Libman-Silverman Sister Of Linda Guincho 

12/3  Seema Sernovitz 

12/8  Harvey Sernovitz 

12/11  Judith Pliner 

12/18  Connor & Jamie Newport 

12/29  Mark Finke 

12/31  Gabe Sernovitz 

12/21  Lynn and Larry Kaler 

12/31  Randy and Danita Freedman 
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Film 

Book/Author 

Music 

Wednesday,  
December 14  
 7:30 PM 

 
Bryan Glazer Family 
JCC Tampa 

Sunday,  
December 18  
3:00 PM 

 

Bryan Glazer Family 
JCC Tampa 

Sunday,  
December 18  
1:00 PM 

 

 

Bryan Glazer Family 
JCC Tampa 

Friday, December 16 | 12:00 PM  
BRIO ITALIAN GRILL ï INTERNATIONAL MALL 
Author, Jennifer Coburn, Cradles of the Reich: A Novel 

 

At Heim Hochland, a Nazi breeding home in Bavaria,  
three women's fates are irrevocably intertwined 

 
Author Discussion & Luncheon Ticket - $36 

Sunday, December 18 | 10:30 AM 
 Bryan Glazer Family JCC 

 
Author Daniel Levin; Violins and Hope:  

From the Holocaust Symphony Hall 

Explores the life's mission of Amnon Weinstein,  
founder of the renowned Violins of Hope program. 

  
Musical presentation by Patel Conservatory & Bagel Brunch Ticket - $18 

For more information contact brandy.gold@jewishtampa.com  

Jewish Arts & Culture 

mini-fest 

mailto:brandy.gold@jewishtampa.com
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Jewish Heritage Night 



 14 
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Ashkenazi Civilization 

Classes on Zoom 

YIVO Institute for Jewish Research  

Held annually in January since 2012, the YIVO-Bard Winter Program on Ashkenazi Civilization invites students to delve 

into Ashkenazi Jewish life and culture during its thousand-year history in Eastern Europe and in many Diasporas. The 

Winter Program courses explore connections between Jewish life and the national, political, philosophical, and artistic 

identities Jews have historically inhabited, illuminating the fact that Jews have always been influenced by, and influenc-

ers of, the cultures in which theyôve made temporary or permanent homes. 

FOR REGISTRATION AND MORE INFORMATION:  https://yivo.org/Winter-Program 
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Support our Advertisers 
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Committees/Chairpersons 

Building/Capital Fund 

Gerry Pliner 

Finance 

Gerald Pliner 

Fundraising 

Open 

Life Long Learning 

Open 

Strategic Planning 

Steve Feldman 

Membership 

Judith Pliner 

Caring Committee 

Judith Pliner 

Oneg 

Open 

Publicity 

Toby Koch 

Ritual 

Toby Koch 

Facility and Safety 

Gabe Lifschitz 

Social Action 

Meral Ginsberg 

Religious School 

Rabbi Robert Lefkowitz 

Christine Stockelman 

Eblast: 

Toby Koch and Carol Anne Friedman 

Other Programs 

 
CBS Singles Over 50 

Anita Clifford 

Chavurah 

Open 

Dinner With the Tribe 

Anita Clifford 

Kibbitzer Editor 

Lynn Kaler 

Library 

Sandy Saviet 

Menôs Club 

Myron Feldman 

Page Turners 

Toby Koch & Anna Feldman 

Web Administrator 

Toby Koch 

Got something to sell? 
Whatôs better than a garage sale? 

 
A CLASSIFIED AD IN THE KIBBITZER! 
A 5-line add is just $9 for members 

$18 for non-members 

 

 

 

 
Your ad for selling household items benefits CBS 

Congregation Beth Shalom  

provides a meaningful spiritual home for people of all ages and 

levels of knowledge, a place to learn and to question, a place to 

worship and to celebrate, and a place to find a community that 

cares.   

We offer:  

] Friday worship services at 7:00 PM 

] Complete Bônai Mitzvah preparation  

] Adult Education classes  

] Community-wide events 
]     Community Food Bank 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to support your favorite charitable 
organization every time you shop, at no cost to you. AmazonSmile is avail-
able at smile.amazon.com on your web browser and can be activated in 
the Amazon Shopping app for iOS and Android phones. When you shop 
�$�P�D�]�R�Q�6�P�L�O�H���� �\�R�X�ª�O�O�� �I�L�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �H�[�D�F�W�� �V�D�P�H�� �O�R�Z�� �S�U�L�F�H�V���� �Y�D�V�W�� �V�H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G��
convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added benefit 
that AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to Congre-
gation Beth Shalom. 


