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FROM THE RABBI - Rabbi Bryan Mann

Seeing and Showing Ourselves as Having Been Freed firom Egypt

I hope you are all doing well and staying healthy. In this time of social
distancing, in this time when some of us are feeling heightened fear and
anxiety about our health and the health of our loved ones, I want to share
some Passover Torah with you. There is a relatively well-known line from
the Babylonian Talmud Pesachim (Passover) 119b because many Jews say
it yearly as a part of our Passover seders: “In each and every generation a
person must view themselves (lirot et atzmo) as though they personally
left Egypt, as it is stated: ‘And you shall tell your child on that day, saying:
It is because of this which the Lord did for me when I came forth out of
Egypt’ (Exodus 13:8).”

Many of us use this quote as a way of talking about modern-day oppressions or things we feel like
we are slaves to that we wish to free ourselves of. Some of these oppressions are individual things
like: being a slave to technology by consistently checking our smartphones for updates, being a
slave to Netflix by consistently binge-watching shows. Some of these are societal: wanting to be
free from poverty, misogyny, homophobia, sexism, inequality... Rabbi Jill Jacobs in her book
Where Justice Dwells points out the Sephardic tradition maintains a different reading of this
Talmudic passage, “The Sephardic Haddadah comments, ‘In every generation, one is obligated to
show oneself [I’harot et atzmo] as though [they] personally had come forth from Egypt. In
contrast to introspective nature of the command lirot et atzmo—to see ourselves as having come
forth from Egypt---this version of the obligations demands action.”

If you would like to know more about the Hebrew wordplay that is happening here, feel free to
find me at the synagogue sometime, but Rabbi Jacobs continues, “The obligation of memory is
twofold. The commandment lirot et atzmo, ‘to see ourselves’ as liberated slaves, compels us to
remember the suffering that has characterized much of Jewish history and to take pride in the
role that Jews played in the early civil rights and labor struggles. But telling stories about the past
does not suffice. The obligation I’harot et atzmo, ‘to show ourselves,” demands action, not just
introspection. Showing ourselves as having experienced poverty, discrimination, and inequality
means continuously working to alleviate the suffering of others. And the cycle continues: the more
we show ourselves to the people who respond to oppression, the more we and our children will
see ourselves as such.”

Some of us in the community have experienced the very real pain and oppression of poverty,
discrimination, and inequality. Others need story and memory, the story of our oppression in
Egypt, the stories from friends, family, community members, and neighbors of modern-day
oppressions, to truly learn about them and confront them.

I agree with Rabbi Jill Jacobs; if we simply stop at telling the story of the Exodus from Egypt and
say, “We did our part. We talked about our oppression and how we freed ourselves”: that is not
enough. After all, the Torah tells us 36 times in different places and ways to care for the oppressed
because we were oppressed in Egypt. Yes, we need to see ourselves as having been freed. We need
to tell these stories. Take pride in how we confronted our oppression and helped others confront
their oppressions, but “In every generation a person is obligated to show themselves as if they
personally had been freed from Egypt.

Unfortunately, oppression does not stop just because we wish it would. The oppressions of the
past that we confronted continue to resurface. Every generation must confront oppression wheth-
er old ones that are resurfaced or new ones. As we get ready to celebrate Passover, to see and
show ourselves as having been freed from Egypt, let us work to confront the oppressions in this
generation. One way we can easily fight the oppression of depression, sadness, anxiety in this time
is committing to making the simple act of checking in on each other. Picking up the phone, send-
ing that email even just to say, “I'm thinking of you” can do wonders as we remain physically sep-
arate from each other.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT - Jon Eliis

We are now in a placed almost none of could have imagined
just 30 days ago. As I wrote my column last month, I would
have never imagined our synagogue would be shuttered,
restaurants and bars closed, people required to stay at home
and work from home along with a 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. curfew.
But it is times like these we realize that which unimaginable
can happen in a moment’s time. We see the full power of the
government can have over our freedoms as those freedoms
disappear and the economy is in freefall. We also see the
limited power we have over a virus, invisible to the naked
eye, but threating the lives of many of us. And as Passover
approaches, we cannot help think of the real meaning of a
plague.

But it is at this same time that we are able to thrive. While
our synagogue is shuttered, we, as a congregation are open.
We are offering online Shabbat services and adult educa-
tion. Committees are meeting via zoom and board business
is being conducted virtually. We are attempting to reach out
to our membership. To the extent you are vulnerable or
need something such as shopping for food or medication
but don’t feel safe venturing out, please let us know. We are
able to assist you. To the extent you are in isolation or quar-
antined, please let us know what you need. While the syna-
gogue is closed, our Congregation Beth Shalom community
and support network is not.

For all those who attended Shabbat with Rabbi Paul
Schreiber and took the time to comment, I would like to
thank you. Your input was invaluable in helping us reach a
decision. I would also like to inform all reading this news
article, which the Rabbi Search Committee, based on your
input, voted 10-1 in favor of recommending Rabbi Schreiber
to the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors voted
unanimously to begin contract negotiations with Rabbi
Schreiber. I am currently negotiation with Rabbi Schreiber

,, A Note About Pastoral Care

»ﬁ Rabbi Bryan wants to know when congregants are in

U need of pastoral care.

% If you hear about a congregant in need, please
B contact Rabbi Bryan directly at
9% rabbibryanmann@gmail.com and/or 857 728 4792.

9 This includes but is not limited to:
7 when our congregants or their

g% family members are in the hospi-
a#d tal, recently lost a loved one, or

#d otherwise may need his support.

B4 Please do not assume just because you told another
g congregant, a board member, or even Jenny that
i Rabbi Bryan knows who is in need of pastoral care.

and hope to have a formal announce-
ment shortly. Please stay tuned.

As I predict the current situation will
worsen in Hillsborough county over
the next month, please keep the Jew-
ish values of tikun olam and mitvot in
the forefront of your thoughts and ac-
tions. These values are pedestals upon
which Jewish values are based and it is
at times like these that we have to exemplify these values.
We need to assist our family, friends, congregation, neigh-
bors and community. The decisions we make these days
may well mean more than the decisions made when times
are good.

And happy Paesch! While out congregational second night
Seder is canceled and many of you will not be sharing a first
night Seder with family and friends, please remember the
meaning of Passover. This year, Paesch will have a special
meaning.

UNION FOR e
REFORM JUDAISM

A8 M2 TINYRN
SERVING REFORM CONGREGATIONS IN NORTH AMERICA

Congregation Beth Shalom
provides a meaningful spiritual home for
people of all ages and levels of knowledge,
a place to learn and to question, a place to
worship and to celebrate, and a place to
find a community that cares.

We offer:

Friday worship services at 7:30 p.m.
Religious school pre-k through 10th
grade

Complete B’nai Mitzvah
preparation

Youth group programming

Adult Education classes
Community-wide events,

including Mitzvah Day
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Upcoming Dates To Remember

= Saturday, April 4, at 10 a.m.: Taste of Tanach
will discuss (Parshat Tzav/Shabbat haGadol): Evolu-
tion of Rituals. LIVESTREAM EVENT. Details on page
6.

= Sunday, April 5, at 10 a.m.: Kids’ Passover event
with Rabbi Bryan via Zoom. Details on page 7.

= Sunday, April 19, at 3 p.m.: Let’s Chat will be a
Yom HaShoah Study — Experiences of Anti-Semitism
and How to Respond. LIVESTREAM EVENT. Details
on page 6.

» Saturday, April 25, 6 p.m.: Dinner With the
Tribe. More information on page 9.

» Tuesday, May 12, 6:30 p.m.: Ladies’ Night Out.
More details on page 9.

= Sunday, May 17, 10 a.m.: Congregation annual
meeting.

- Monday, May 18, 6 p.m.: Page Turners. More
information on page 9.

Religious Education Calendar, page 7;

April Oneg Schedule

There can be no joy without food and drink. — Talmud,
Mo’ed Katan

THANK YOU! to the following people who will
host an oneg Shabbat in April.

= April 3: Debbie & Ben Miller will host the oneg
in honor of Debbie’s conversion to Judaism. Mazel tov,
Debbie!

= April 10th: Janice Perelman will host the oneg
in honor of her daughter, Linda Brennan, who will be
celebrating her birthday. Yeah, Linda!

= April 17th: Andrea Chassen will host the
oneg in honor of “All Who Pay Their Taxes!”

= April 24th: Michael & Martie Spaier will host
the oneg in honor of Michael’s birthday. Hoorah,
Michael!

On behalf of the Oneg Committee, thanks a bunch for
helping with our April onegs!

Anna Feldman & Judith Pliner
(707-628-5399, 856-816-2174)

Doogie Entertainment
DJ and Party Services
I

Weddings
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs

Children’s parties

80’s & 90’s video parties
Office Parties

PA system rental/set-up

Phone: 813-400-3609
www.DoogieEntertainment.com
E-mail: Doogie@DoogieEntertainment.com

Pleased to offer a 10% discount on services to members of Congregation Beth Shalom

CAROL'S MUSIC STUDIO
Piano. Heyboard & Organ Lessons

813-651- B"I[Itlil
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Jenny Allen, Administrative Director
813-681-6547 « cbs-admin@hotmail.com

Office hours:
subject to change without notice, please refer to eBlast
Tues., Wed., and Friday: 9:30 a.m.—2:30 p.m.
Voicemails and emails will be monitored daily.
Office is closed on holidays

Weekly Email Blast submissions

bethshalominfo@gmail.com
eBlast deadline is Wednesday at 4 p.m.
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MEMBERSHIP

The membership committee has been making calls to stay

in touch with our congregants and to arrange help for 9,
those who have made requests. Also due to COVID-19, the ‘
fundraising and membership committees have cancelled

their joint plans for an event to celebrate Congregation W
Beth Shalom’s 30th anniversary in May. We encourage kol
you to celebrate this milestone and share photos on our >/
social media platforms. T

Happy Passover.
The membership committee,

— Judith Pliner, Gail Verlin, and Sheryl Finke

CBS FINANCIALS

In an effort to be transparent to all of our congregants, Congregation Beth Shalom
will be publishing its monthly financials for all to see, and can be found in the link
below.

https://bethshalom-brandon.org/operating-budget/

With this transparency, we welcome all to note areas of need, and we welcome any
suggestions or contributions to keep CBS on firm financial footing.

Virtual Jewish Rituals, Learning, and Other Opportunities

As we at CBS continue to work on our own virtual opportunities for ritual, learning
and gathering, we want to make sure you know about the plethora of opportunities
from other places as well.

» jewishLive: https://www.jewishlive.org/ is one of the best places to find daily
services/meditation/singing, learning opportunities, and other ways to connect
with Jewish life at home.

» Sefarai: https://www.sefaria.org/texts is a virtual Jewish library. It includes the
full Tankah (Hebrew Bible) and Babylonian Talmud with English translation. It has
dedicated pages for the weekly torah portion, the daily page of Talmud (Daf Yomi),
and other amazing resources.

* BimBam (formerly Godcast): https://www.bimbam.com/This is a great re-
source for youth/families and those interested in intro to Judaism resources. There
are videos focusing on major holidays, themes, and Hebrew Bible stories. There is
also a Jewish kids show called ShaBoom!

In this time of predominately virtual Jewish life we invite you to check out these
offerings along with the ones provided by Rabbi Bryan and the CBS community.
We also remind you to check in on each other. You might take this opportunity to
even study in virtual chevruta (pairs).

Committees/Chairpersons

Building/Capital Fund

Peter Jacobson
Caring
Christine Stockelman
Finance*

Allan Weber
Fundraising*
Mitch & Suzie Baylis
Life Long Learning*
Janice Perelman
Strategic Planning*
Open
Membership*
Gail Verlin, Judith Pliner
Oneg
Anna Feldman, Judith Pliner, and
Sue Reckner
Publicity
Andrea Chassen
Ritual*

Steve Slavkin
Facility and Safety
Mitch & Suzie Baylis
Social Action*
open
Religious School*
Sheila Fishman

BESTY—Youth Group*
Advisor — open

President —open

* Ex-officio voting board member
(each committee only gets one vote)

Other Programs

CBS Singles Over 50
Anita Clifford
Chavurah
Sheila Fishman
Dinner With the Tribe
Anita Clifford
Interfaith/OQutreach
Sheila Slavkin
Kibbitzer Editor
Lea Garbett
Kolot Shalom — Choir
open
Library
Sandy Saviet
David Richter
Men’s Club
Seth Dugan
Page Turners
Sheila Fishman
Web Administrator
Jenny Allen



https://bethshalom-brandon.org/operating-budget/
https://www.jewishlive.org/
https://www.sefaria.org/texts
https://www.bimbam.com/
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KUDOS

joyous and successful Purim spiel.

candidate visit.

Getting Any Younger” series.
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the community.

Join with CBS in offering congratulations and recognition to the
following members on their accomplishments:

» Kudos to Michael Lubin, Dave Friedman, Myron Feldman, Rabbi Bryan, and Sandy Santucci for a

« Kudos to Julie Enszer, Sheila Fishman, Michael Lubin and the Rabbinic Search Committee for a successful

« Kudos to Janice Perleman and the Life-Long Learning Committee for their successful, “We’re Not

« Kudos to all congregants for coming together during this time and practicing social distancing for the good of

Do you know a CBS member who should be congratulated for a special accomplishment?
If so, email the name and accomplishment to cbs-admin@hotmail.com.

IMPORTANT CONGREGATION UPDATES

Hillsborough County Public Schools have closed until May
1. Most of our programming will follow their guidance and
will move as much of our programming online as possible.

Shabbat Services

We will still be streaming services via our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/BethShalomBrandon/ Fridays
at 7:30 p.m. They will be streamed from a computer, freeing
up Rabbi Bryan's phone to receive messages during the ser-
vice in the event the livestream disconnects. The Mishkan
Tefilah is available at https://www.ccarnet.org/
publications/mishkan-tfilah-for-shabbat/?
fbclid=IwARoxy6he4011E8NciagiJW4Qk1 TWwWZEKIHINo
WOcjGZjosSNQG-FLgg G4g. Please note page numbers are
the pdf page numbers of the siddur, not the actual page
numbers of the siddur. For example, on the pdf the Candle
Lighting Blessing is page 20, but the actual page number in
the siddur is page 2. If you have your own copy of Mishkan
T'filah for Shabbat at home, you are welcome to use that.

Adult Ed Programming

All adult ed programming will be offered via Zoom until
otherwise notified. Rabbi Bryan is also offering a weekly
parshat haShuva (weekly Torah portion) study via zoom.
You will get detailed instructions on how to download and
use zoom as well as a Zoom invitation to this weekly study
session in an email.

Passover Seder

We have decided for the health and safety of our congre-
gants to cancel our second-night Passover Seder. We invite
you to host your own seders, and/or connect with friends
and family who are hosting a second-night seder. If you
need help and support related to hosting or finding a seder,
please let Rabbi Bryan and/or our ritual committee know.

Committee Meetings
We are letting each committee chair determine their meet-
ing schedules and what form of technology they wish to use

for their meetings. If you sit on a committee, be on the look-
out for emails from your committee chairs.

Religious School

We are continuing to follow the lead of the Hillsborough
County School system. They have closed public schools
through May 1. We have thus canceled religious school
through April 26. We are exploring virtual options for reli-
gious school, and our Religious School Education Director
Sheila Fishman is already in touch with our families about
this. You can find more information about religious school

on page 7.

Other Important Notes:

If any needs arise, whether transportation needs, grocery
needs, or any other concerns please let Rabbi Bryan know.
We are here to support you even as we social distance. Even
though we are going virtual we want to remain connected at
this time. Whether by phone, email, Facebook chat, or other
forms of virtual communication, we encourage all of our
members to connect with each other on a regular basis. We
know how important the CBS community is to each and
every one of you. We do not want to lose that sense of com-
munity even as we go virtual. We look forward to a healthier
time when we will rejoin in person.

If you are in need of assistance, please let us know immedi-
ately and we will see what we can do, including running to
the supermarket, pharmacy, etc. Please either contract Rab-
bi Mann or Jonathan Ellis, CBS President directly.

There is a plethora of weekday service options, youth pro-
gramming and other Jewish engagement opportunities
available online. JewishLive is a Facebook page advertising
all of these offerings Jewish musicians, educators, and cler-
gy create and offer them. If you are looking for more oppor-
tunities for Jewish music, Jewish study, and Jewish engage-
ment we recommend you check it out at https://
www.facebook.com/groups/jewishlivegroup/.



https://www.facebook.com/BethShalomBrandon/
https://www.ccarnet.org/publications/mishkan-tfilah-for-shabbat/?fbclid=IwAR0xy6he4o1lE8Ncia4iJW4Qk1TWwZEKIHlNoWOcjGZjosSNQG-FLgg_G4g
https://www.ccarnet.org/publications/mishkan-tfilah-for-shabbat/?fbclid=IwAR0xy6he4o1lE8Ncia4iJW4Qk1TWwZEKIHlNoWOcjGZjosSNQG-FLgg_G4g
https://www.ccarnet.org/publications/mishkan-tfilah-for-shabbat/?fbclid=IwAR0xy6he4o1lE8Ncia4iJW4Qk1TWwZEKIHlNoWOcjGZjosSNQG-FLgg_G4g
https://www.ccarnet.org/publications/mishkan-tfilah-for-shabbat/?fbclid=IwAR0xy6he4o1lE8Ncia4iJW4Qk1TWwZEKIHlNoWOcjGZjosSNQG-FLgg_G4g
https://www.facebook.com/groups/jewishlivegroup/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/jewishlivegroup/
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LIFELONG LEARNING — Janice Perelman

« LIVESTREAM EVENT. Sat-
urday, April 4, at 10 a.m.,
Taste of Tanach will discuss
(Parshat Tzav/Shabbat haGadol):
Evolution of Rituals. On Shabbat
haGadol, the Shabbat immediately
before Passover, it is customary to
spend time studying the laws of
Passover and the Passover seder.

We will look at what the Torah and

Talmud say about the Passover seder and compare that to
our modern practices of Passover as a case study for how
Jewish rituals evolve and change. Time permitting, we will
talk about ritual innovations we would like to see in Jewish
life.

= LIVESTREAM EVENT. Sunday, April 19, at 3
p.m., Let’s Chat will be a Yom HaShoah Study — Experi-
ences of Anti-Semitism and How to Respond. In prepara-
tion for Yom HaShoah and Holocaust Remembrance Day
and with the resurgence of white supremacy and Neo-
Nazism today, we will share experiences of anti-Semitism
and explore productive ways and resources to respond to
anti-Semitism today.

“We're Not Getting any Younger,” a series on difficult is-
sues regarding our aging community, has come to a close.
Although the first segment was cancelled, the remaining
presentations were attended by a dedicated audience who

Are You Smarter Than a Hebrew
Schooler Level 2?

We will be starting the next level of this special program
one week after Passover.

Please contact the Jenny, our
CBS administrator, if you
would like to sign up. You can
reach the temple office at 813-681-6547 or email cbs-
admin@hotmail.com.

Your 100% Satisfaction is Absolutely
Guaranteed !

Clarke Automotive Systems

Ifvon have @ problernwith youroar, let ws give you our honest, expert
Estraightfonvardadvice sothe job is done right—the firsttine !

Bob Clarke
(813) 685-2939

131 Central Ave
Brandon, FL 33510

shared important questions and
concerns. We were fortunate to
have had the services of knowl-
edgeable and informative speakers
who donated their time for this
event. Jack Rosenkranz, Esq.,
proved to be a very interesting
speaker, especially regarding the
history of our present health care system, and Lauren Cury,
director of Hillsborough County Senior Connection, was a
wonderful resource regarding the services her agency pro-
vides. Especially helpful was her knowledge of access to
Medicaid. And I must add that I enjoyed very much teach-
ing the basics of writing an ethical will.

Future educational plans include a series of cooking classes
of at least three sessions. I am hoping that serious local and
world-wide health concerns occurring at this time will be
long past by the early fall, and that we can look forward to
sharing recipes and ideas for tasty dishes then. We do not
plan on get-togethers in the near future in deference to
putting our health first.

5 AN 7
Cf %;ﬁ@
Individualized OB/Gyn Care

Better Care from
Adolescent Age to Geriatric
Age
Fertility to In Office Birth
Control Procedures
Personalized One-on-0ne
Care
Outpatient Procedures with
Little or No Downtime

® ‘Weight-Loss Program

* 3-D & 4-D Ultrasound

Stephen Zweibach, M.D.
MNatasha Champion, M.D.

Mariel Rotundo-Pating, D.0.
Heidi Disalvo, D.0O.

2 Locations to Serve You
815 5. Parsons Avenue, Brandon
13148 Vail Ridge Drive, Riverview
813-571-2777 whnw.net

Se habla espanol
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|: ﬁ EDUCATION— Sheila Fishman
I cannot believe we only have two months left of religious
school. That translates into only five more Sundays. The BESTY BEAT
year has flown by, and it was such
fun. I must say that our children
have learned so much under the di-
rection of their amazing teachers
and teaching assistant.

For more information about our Jewish
youth group, please visit our congrega-
tion website at https://bethshalom-
brandon.org/community/youth/ or call
the congregation office at 813-681-6547
and speak to our administrator.

Given the recent announcement
from Hillsborough County Schools
regarding the extension of school
closures, we are extending the closing of the religious school

through April 26.
This means, as of presstime, our next Sunday back to reli-  Please advise Rabbi Bryan and Sheila as to what you are
gious school will be May 3. seeking so that we may move in the right direction. You can

reach us by email or call us directly. Sheila can be reached
We are happy to offer religious school services during this  at 813-833-7843, while the rabbi can be contacted at 857-
extended period, but we need to hear from you as to what 728-4792.
kinds of virtual programming you would be seeking. Are
you interested in: In the interim, you may wish to access the following site:
https://www.pinterest.com/jewishedprojectecfe/?
. . fbclid=IwAR3eTIoLbwdyXFUnmVh2Fr2ZxFiiosKZemodo
* online lessons with teachers? RekoOoGROrYVauyzOZUYQP4.This is a curated list of Jew-
e lessons with the rabbi? ish activities, stories, videos, etc. by various Jewish educa-

e Jewish programming to do at home with your students? tions for at home activities.

e aweekly Sunday service with your children?

Pre-Passover Youth Event with Rabbi Bryan

Sunday April 5, at 10 a.m., please join Rabbi Bryan and your fellow religious school families for a Pre-
Passover virtual event. Join us by Zoom at https://zoom.us/j/350540791?
pwd=LoRFblUxMkoRMnpPdHZ5VKFXbldEdzo9

Meeting ID: 350 540 791; Password: 526787
Call in: 16465588656, with the meeting ID 350540791#

If you are joining us via a computer you will need to download Zoom. If you click the Zoom link the download prompt
should pop up. If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to Rabbi Bryan at rabbibryanmann@gmail.com.

|7 “Ave You Supporting our FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
@CBSBrandon

I Commercial Advertisers?

CBS ON FACEBOOK

We urge all of our readers to patronize ® Congregation Beth Shalom
our commercial advertisers and, when
I you see them, to thank them! Their

advertising dollars help support our many Religious School Parent Association
programs at CBS! ® BESTY & BESTY Jr. Parents

| ® Congregation Beth Shalom of Brandon

® Congregation Beth Shalom of Brandon



https://www.pinterest.com/jewishedprojectecfe/?fbclid=IwAR3eTIoLbwdyXFUnmVh2Fr2ZxFiio5KZem0d0Reko0GR0rYV2uyzOZUYQP4
https://www.pinterest.com/jewishedprojectecfe/?fbclid=IwAR3eTIoLbwdyXFUnmVh2Fr2ZxFiio5KZem0d0Reko0GR0rYV2uyzOZUYQP4
https://www.pinterest.com/jewishedprojectecfe/?fbclid=IwAR3eTIoLbwdyXFUnmVh2Fr2ZxFiio5KZem0d0Reko0GR0rYV2uyzOZUYQP4
https://bethshalom-brandon.org/community/youth/
https://bethshalom-brandon.org/community/youth/
https://zoom.us/j/350540791?pwd=L0RFblUxMk9RMnpPdHZ5VkFXbldEdz09
https://zoom.us/j/350540791?pwd=L0RFblUxMk9RMnpPdHZ5VkFXbldEdz09
mailto:rabbibryanmann@gmail.com
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ILENE R. SCHWARTZ ANNUAL MEETING

e AND SLATE OF OFFICERS

ileneRschwartz@gmail.com

Fax: (813) 655-1057 The CBS Annual Meeting will be held Sunday, May
“omexpm ‘;‘:zvs“é;ziﬂﬁ‘g’:'algr}\ffgm‘ ik 17- at 10 a.m. The Nominating Committee has

Realty, Inc.

found an impressive group of leaders for our con-
gregation. Below is a list of the slate of leadership
for the 2-year term.

wwwwww

President Steve Slavkin
:llllllllllllllllllllllllll: IStVicePresident Gerrypliner
. Bar/Bat Mitzvah Listings . 2nd Vice President ~ Toby Koch
= If you would like to have . . . .
= information on your child’s - 314 Vice President Sheryl Finke
» Upcoming Bar or Bat Mitzvah . : _
" listed in The Kibbitzer, - Secretary Dave Friedman (1-year term)
= please submit an article and .
® picture (digital if possible) to "
" thekibbitzer@hotmail.com . Members at Large
= Dby the second Friday of the .
= month prior to your service. . Gabe Lifschitz
:II...III..III..III...II...: SandeePelk

Michael Lubin

The following positions are in their 2nd year of a 2-
year term, no vote is needed:

_— | JELF provides interest-free,

1o | X Treasurer Allan Weber
1.} last dollar loans for higher ed.

Member at Large Mitch Baylis

T TR

Member at Large Julie Enszer

Member at Large Lea Garbett

Per the By Laws, “any other nominations for an
elected office or Member-at- Large may be made

LEARN J |
\

. . | by written petition of five (5) members in good

| standing, which shall be filed with the Secretary, at

" : least (20) twenty days prior to the annual meet-
ing.”

Please make every effort to attend our Annual
Meeting, as a quorum is needed to elect our leader-
ship.

Ieset-aoes Laans

%f |Je'wish Educational Loan Fund | e —
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DINNER WITH THE TRIBE
— Anita Clifford

NEW DATE: Regretfully,
we had to postpone our
March 28 Dinner With the
Tribe. The new date is April
25.

Saturday, April 25,
6 p.m.

Taste of India
902 East Brandon Blvd.,
Brandon

It can be very mild or it can be spicy: you choose. This
is great for vegetarians, vegans, gluten free, or just reg-
ular folks who like meat dishes. Have a mango lassi,

freshly baked nan, a lamb, chicken, or even a goat dish.

Vegetarians will have plenty to choose from. https://
www.toibrandon.com/

To save your seat, please RSVP your email Anita,
niewdnarb@yahoo.com.

Mz? Wight

2nd Tuesday of each month
6:30pm
Enjoy a night out with the ladies of CBS!

We will dine at local restaurants, attend cooking
demos, get creative with art/craft classes, play
bunco, enjoy pot luck dinners, and more!

April 14 May 12 June 9

Restaurants / activities will be announced
in the weekly eblast.

RSVP by the Sunday prior:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E094BA5A62AA64-ladies
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094basa62aa64-ladies
Sandee Pelk // sandeepelk@verizon.net // 813.390.5056

PAGE TURNERS

Monday, May 18, at 6 p.m., Page Turners will meet to
discuss The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood.

THE #1 WORLDWIDE BESTSELLER

MARGARET

ATWOOD
».

The Handmaid’s Tale is the
story of Offred, a Handmaid
in the Republic of Gilead, a
totalitarian and theocratic
state that has replaced the
United States of America.
Because of dangerously low
reproduction rates, Hand-
maids are assigned to bear
children for elite couples

THE that have trouble conceiv-
HANDMAID’S ing. Offred serves the Com-

TALE mander and his wife, Sere-
na Joy, a former gospel
singer and advocate for
“traditional values.” Offred
is not the narrator’s real
name—Handmaid names consist of the word “of” fol-
lowed by the name of the Handmaid’s Commander. Of-
fred’s freedom, like the freedom of all women, is com-
pletely restricted. She can leave the house only on shop-
ping trips, the door to her room cannot be completely
shut, and the Eyes, Gilead’s secret police force, watch
her every public move.

Margaret Atwood, whose work has been published in
more than 40 countries, is the author of more than 50
books of fiction, poetry, and critical essays. Her novels
include Cat’s Eye, shortlisted for the Booker Prize; Alias
Grace, which won the Giller Prize in Canada and the
Premio Mondello in Italy; The Blind Assassin, winner of
the 2000 Booker Prize; Oryx and Crake, shortlisted for
the 2003 Booker Prize; The Penelopiad; The Heart Goes
Last; Hag-seed; and The Testaments, a sequel to The
Handmaid’s Tale, published in September, 2019. She
lives in Toronto part-time.

Jodi Olshina
USDF Bronze & Silver Medalist

Multi-discipline, multi-breed instructor
with 35+ years experience

Cottonwood Equestrian Center, iic

Dressage -- Hunters -- Saddle Seat -- Stock Seat
Instruction Boarding Coaching Clinics

10205 Lyons Avenue

Lithia, FL 33547 334-648-1103

www.CottonwoodEquestrianCenter.com



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094ba5a62aa64-ladies
https://www.toibrandon.com/
https://www.toibrandon.com/
mailto:niewdnarb@yahoo.com
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SPECIAL THANKS

Morean Arts Center
Clearwater Marine Aquarium

Tampa Improv Comedy Theater &

Restaurant
Goodrich Quality Theaters
JF Kicks Restaurant & Patio Bar
Coopers Hawk Winery & Restau-
rants
The Palladium at St. Petersburg
College
4 Rivers Smokehouse
Canoe Escape
Tampa Museum of Art
Fred Astaire Dance Studio
Rays Baseball Foundation
StarLite Cruises
American Victory Ship & Museum
Marie Selby Botanical Gardens
TreeUmph Adventure Course
Henry B. Plant Museum
Panera Bread
Wrights Gourmet House
Spirit Airlines
Brandon Eye Associates
Tampa Bay Rowdies
The Florida Orchestra
Columbia Restaurants
My Pillow
Saddlebrook Resort Tampa
Publix
The Bishop Museum of Science &
Nature
The Ringling Museum of Art
Dr. Stephen Yavelow, Brandon
Area ENT
Black Rifle Coffee Co.
PRP Wine International
Ruth Eckerd Hall
Acropolis Greek Taverna

Bottle Keeper
Stein & Vine
ABC Liquors
Hooters
Rolling Pin
Gold & Diamond Source

CMX The VIP Cinema Experience

Sprouts
Salon Roxy
The Tampa Theatre
Total Wine & More
Tampa Bay Vipers
Tampa Bay Lightning
Tampa Bay Buccaneers
The Aerosphere Company
Gordon Foods
Pinot Palette
Party N’ Style
Painting With a Twist
Zoo Tampa at Lowery Park
Florida Aquarium
Crayola Crayon Experience
Wonder Works
New Balance Tampa
Courtyard Marriot
Costco
Walmart
Shots Photography
Cigar Brewery
Kahwa Coffee
McAuley Jewelry
The Alley at Southshore
The Green Boutique
Mainstreet Boutique
Oakfield Lanes
Massage Envy
Nothing Bundt Cakes
Splash Car wash
3 Daughters Brewery

Dunkin Donuts
Fresh Market

Be sure to support the res-
taurants that support CBS.
Thank you for your dona-
tions!

Boca Brandon
Chick-Fil-A
Ciccio Cali

Eddie V’s Prime Seafood Restau-

rant
First Watch
Flemings Steakhouse
Glory Days Grill
Hungry Harry’s Famous BBQ
JF Kicks
Jasmine Thai
Jesse’s Steak & Seafood
La Septima Café
Little Greek
LongHorn Steakhouse
McDonald’s
Mellow Mushroom
Miller’s Ale House
Mission BBQ
Outback Steakhouse
PDQ
Portillo’s
Shells Seafood Restaurant
Shrimp Boat Bar & Grill
Stonewood Grill & Tavern
Tijuana Flats
Tibby’s New Orlean’s Kitchen
Timpano Italian Chophouse
Village Inn

Vineyards Trattoria and Pizzeria

The fundraising committee and all our Congregation Beth Shalom member thank all
those who helped make our Roaring 20s Gala such a success. We would like to
additionally thank all those who donated items or services for this event.
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THE LIBRARY CORNER
— Sandy Saviet & David Richter

Once a month, our religious school students visit the
library and learn about the various books we have
available (based on their interests) for them to take
home and read. Cooking, music and the Holocaust
are very popular subjects. Did you know that we
have in our library a children’s Chanukah counting
book that is printed in English, Hebrew & Yiddish?

If you are doing some spring cleaning, we welcome
donations of books. Just place them in the donation
bin in the library.

The ESCAPE ROOMS that COME T0 YOU!

ADULTS & KIDS GAMES IN-GAME HOST  SPECIAL EFFECTS

All we need is 300sf of space...any room to set up

Dffices « Home - Schools = Hotels « Glubhouse
Call754-252-3477

BEN FERNANDES & KEITH BALOT
OWNERS

phone: 813.657.6200 4321 Lynx Paw Trail
fax: 813.413.2045 Valrico, FL 33596
Keith@krkvalrico.com. Ben@krkvalrico.com

www.krkvalrico.com

ROARING 20s
GALA SPONSORS

When it’s time to pick a vendor or hire a
professional for services, keep in mind these

generous businesses that support CBS. Thank you
to the following businesses and friends for their

participation in our Roaring 20s Gala.
SPONSORS

Segal Funeral Home
Colorado Health & Youth Dermatology
Hillsboro Memorial Funeral Home
St. Petersburg Opera Company
Stephen & Anna Feldman
Christopher Waite, DMD (Brandon Dental)
Zomesa
HUB
Keith Balot - Kids ‘R’ Kids
Mark & Sheryl Finke
Errol & Sheila Fishman
Diane & Peter Jacobson
Anonymous
Robert Clarke Industries
Allan & Denise Weber
Dave & Carol Anne Friedman
Gerry & Judith Pliner
Brandon Plastic Surgery
Advanced Oral Surgery of Tampa
Toby Koch & Allan Weiss
Dr. Stephen Zweibach -
Women’s Health & Wellness
Gulfside Pool & Spa Inc.
Reed & Reed
Isabel & Jonathan Ellis
Danita & Randy Freedman
Jan & Bruce Sperry
Dr. Shawn & Sam Wallace
Melissa Golden
Meral Ginsberg
Joan Frankel
Mitch & Suzie Baylis
Steve & Sheila Slavkin
Dr. Jeremy Rogers - Florida ENT & Allergy
Gail & Michael Verlin

SpEcCIAL THANKS ToO
David Morris, Entertainer
Brandon Elks Lodge
Blake Kennedy, Auctioneer
Mitch & Suzie Baylis and
our FUNdraising Committee
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Congregation Beth Shalom accepts donations for many purposes, with a variety of opportunities for donors to support the good works of the
Temple. You may contact the office either by phone or email to make a contribution, or head to our website to make a secure online payment
through a PayPal account or by using a credit card.

Funds:

®* General Fund (unrestricted): An unrestricted gift to the
General Fund allows the temple to use those funds wherever they
may be needed most. This fund incorporates contributions
received from our High Holy Day Appeal, Yahrzeit donations,
Bricklets, Adopt-A-Book, Tree of Life (unless otherwise indicated)
and other non-restricted gifts.

®* Building Fund: A fund to ensure the continuing physical
growth of our spiritual home. Intended for capital improvements
and major building repairs.

" Endowment Fund: Gifts to this fund are placed in an
investment account and temporarily restricted or can be defined/
restricted by the donor. This fund ensures the future of our temple.

= Religious School Scholarship Fund: These funds will be
made available to Religious School students who are in need of
tuition assistance, as determined confidentially by the Treasurer.

®* Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: a fund for assistance to
families in need, scholarship assistance, interfaith council,
Holocaust museum and other endeavors at the Rabbi’s discretion.

®* Youth Group Fund: a fund that supports the ongoing
engagement of post b’nai mitzvah youth, providing meaningful and
fun experiences for our teens, and keeping them connected to their
Jewish community.

If you wish to designate a gift to a particular purpose, for example,
Food Bank, Choir, Oneg, Social Action, etc., you may do so by noting as
such on your payment method or with an accompanying note;
otherwise, your gift will be used where it is needed most.

Opportunities:

" Adopt-A-Book: A dedication label will be placed in one of
our prayer books, to commemorate a simcha or in honor or memory
of a loved one for just $54.

= Bricklets: For as little as $9 you can send a Bricklet Card instead of
buying a card for birthdays, condolences, etc. A Bricklet Card in your
name will be sent to the person you wish stating that a donation has
been made in his or her name to Beth Shalom to honor the occasion.

" Tree of Life: The Tree of Life is on the back wall of our
Sanctuary. An engraved leaf or stone can commemorate many
simchas, b’nai mitzvah, wedding, birth, graduations, etc. Leaves are
$180, and stones are $1800.

® Yahrzeit Plaque: To honor the death of a loved one, you
may purchase a plaque that will be cared for in perpetuity for $350.
The name of the deceased along with their date of death is included
on the plaque.

Unless otherwise noted by you, your gift will be acknowledged in The Kibbitzer the month following its receipt.
If your donation is incorrectly listed or omitted, please notify the temple office immediately.

Donations listed below were received between February 16 and March 15.

GENERAL FUND
In Loving Memory of Parvin Zisman
Sheila & Steve Slavkin

In Loving Memory of Margaret Reckner
Anna & Stephen Feldman
Sheila & Steve Slavkin

In Loving Memory of Anne Lange
Anna & Stephen Feldman

In Loving Memory of Meyer Feldman
Anna & Stephen Feldman

In Loving Memory of Doreen Becker
Lynn & Larry Kaler

In Loving Memory of Anita Kaler
Lynn & Larry Kaler

In Loving Memory of Frederick Frankel
Joan Frankel

In Honor of Dave Friedman’s Birthday
Anna & Stephen Feldman

In Loving Memory of Mary Freedman
Dave & Carol Anne Friedman

In Loving Memory of Vera Hindin
Steven & Carol Hindin

BRICKLET

To Susan Reckner, Expressing Our Deepest
Sympathy on the passing of your Mother in Law,
Margaret Reckner
Toby Koch & Alan Weiss

FOOD PANTRY
Meral Ginsberg

DONATION
Bill Kalbas

TREE OF LIFE
Happy 75th Birthday David Richter
With Gratitude for 15 years of service to
|Congregation Beth Shalom
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OUR CONGREGATION
Birthdays
Q Anniversaries
) 4/8 Rose & Eric Alexander 4/1 Mag§ Oldman
% 4/12 Maya & Jacob Wyatt 4/2  Felicia Wetsman
4/17 Ruth & Gabriel Lifschitz 4/3  Joel Weiss
4/29 Lea & Michael Garbett 4/5 Leonarfi Jacobson
4/6  Leah Fischer
4/8  Rose Fischer Alexander
4/9  Mathew Spaier
4/10 MarDee Buchman
4/12  Jeffrey Miller
4/13 Iylene Miller
4/13 Mathew Miller
4/21 Kelsey Birnholz
. 4/21 Marvin Shienbaum
Yahrzelts 4/23 Rita Tiller
4/3 Allen Workman Brother of Anna Feldman 4/23  Ari Cantrell
4/4 David Weber Father of Allan Weber 4/23 Barbara Glaser
4/5 Joseph Magdovitz Fatherin Law  of Caren Magdovitz 4/24  Elias Levi Phoenix
4/7 Robert Travin Father of Justine Lamattina 4/24  Zion Malachi Phoenix
4/7 Carol Frye Relative of Christina Frye 4/25 Madelyn Robinson
4/9 Sam Lifschitz Father of Gabriel Lifschitz 4/28  Aaron Yavelow
4/10 Elijah Weiner Grandson of Marcia Weiner 4/28 Michelle Yavelow
4/11 Helene T. Ponemon Mother of Arthur Ponemon 4/29 Rachel Sperry
4/12  Akiva Dimant Father of Murray Dimant 4/29 Arielle Weisman
4/13  Julius Pearlstein Relative of Christina Frye 4/30 Ethan Robinson
4/14 Marguetie Rood Kepes Mother of Kathryn Kepes 4/30 Michael Spaier
4/16 Frances Aberbach Mother of Martie Spaier
4/16 Muriel B. Himmel Wife of Gerard P. Himmel
4/16 Sylvia Pliner Mother of Gerald Pliner
4/17 Ruth Lubin Mother of Mike Lubin
4/19 Rosa Besterman Grandmother  of Leslie Boyar
4/20  Rose Gold Mother of Carol Balent
4/20  Gerard P. Himmel Husband of Muriel B. Himmel
4/24  Arthur Abramson Father of Robin Rogovin
4/24 Helen Neff Grandmother  of Scott Ellis .
4/26  Barbara Berkley Shapiro  Mother of Jan Sperry Simchat
4/26  William Statter Father of Brad Statter Shabbat!
4/27 Dora Macaluso Mother of Sophia Brenner
4/28  Mariah Hope Braverman Granddaughter of Errol & Sheila Fishman Come .celebrate your
birthday or
anniversary with us!
A special Shabbat

The dates listed for the Yahrzeits are adjusted yearly according to the Jewish Calendar and may not

necessarily coincide with the common date of death. Names are read for Kaddish at the Shabbat before the

actual date. If you would like to have the common date listed, please contact the temple office.

service is held every

month to honor all
our joys for that
month. For this
month it will be:

April 17
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Wantto advertise in The Kibbitzer?
Ad Size  Monthly Rate 10% Discounted
(Annual only)
Bus. Card $20 $216
1/4 page $40 $432
1/2 page $50 $540
Full page $75 $810

Special rate for CBS Members — 10% off
MONTHLY rate with 6-month commitment.

To reserve your place in the next issue, e-mail the
temple office at
cbs-admin@hotmail.com or call 813-681-6547.

amazon:

Thank You.

Now when you shop at smile.amazon.com, your purchases will
support Congregation Beth Shalom Of Brandon Inc.

Change your charity

| Next, make it easy to return to smile.amazon.com.
Install the AmazonSmile shortcut in your browser

Install now for Infenet Explorer

Share your support H V|

Dismiss

Babysitters

Contact the temple office for a list of available
babysitters. Contact information, qualifications and
transportation details are available for each sitter. We
will not publish information about our younger
members online due to privacy concerns.

ATTENTION! We send
The Kibbitzer out
online. This change has been
\o made to help decrease one of
our expenses at Beth
Shalom.

[

[

[

[

[

[

[

[
However, if you prefer :
receiving your Kibbitzervia
the US Malil, please call the Temple at (813) 1
681-6547 or e-mail the Temple (cbs- :
admin@hotmail.com) to tell us you do not
want to get your Kibbitzer online. Please I
help Beth Shalom cut its expenses and 1
receive your Kibbitzer sooner. :

o

Marriage, Family, &
Individual Counseling
SOR
Adolescents 13 Yrs Old to
Adults
SO
Evening & Weekend Hours

TOR

Most Major Insurance
Accepted

813-681-7441

108 Mason St., Brandon, FL

Congregation Beth Shalom is
now participating in Amazon
Smile — it’s an easy way for CBS
members, family and friends to
support the temple. Simply use
the following link:
http://smile.amazon.com/ch
-3026396 and shop, shop, shop!

Brandon Foot Care Center
Larry A Kaler, DPM

Foot and Ankle Specialist

BrandonFoot.com

Lumsden Executive Park

669-A W Lumsden Rd
Brandon, FL 33511

Phone: (813) 654-3354
Fax: (813) 653-9177



mailto:cbs-admin@hotmail.com
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-3026396
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-3026396
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Congregatiorn Beth Shalom

of Brandorn

706 Bryan Road - Brandon FL 33511

Inside Scoop

Membership

Life Long Learning
Religious School

Page Turners

Ladies Night Out
Dinner With The Tribe

Calendar

Welcome the Stranger...

Stranger No More.
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