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UT25 is going strong. Weôve awarded numerous congregants for 

contributing 7 hours or more of service to CBS and look forward to 

seeing a sea of blue shirts at the program celebration planned for May 

17. In lieu of Rabbiôs regular column, I have asked some of the early 

recipients to put in their own words what the blue t -shirt means to 

them. My thanks to Cynthia and Mags for sharing their perspectives. 

ïJeff Newman 

~~~~~~~  

I was honored to receive a UT 25 t-shirt, and even more so to be the first CBS member to 

receive one. For me, it is easy to volunteer at Beth Shalom because it is a place of meaning and 

joy. CBS means many things to me - it is my spiritual home, a place of learning, and where I 

have met wonderful friends.  I have learned new skills, found comfort when I needed it most, 

and really just have fun.  I truly believe I get more out of  volunteering than I give, and am so 

happy to call Beth Shalom my spiritual home.  - Cynthia Goldstein  

~~~~~~  

Blue, according to Wikipedia, is a color most commonly associated with harmony, 

faithfulness, confidence, distance, infinity, the imagination, cold, and sometimes with 

sadness.  It's been well used in trademarking; often chosen to represent many a professional 

and amateur sports team; it's displayed on 105 of the world's nation's flags, and surrounds 

our very earth, tinting both above (the sky) and below (the waters).  Our congregation has 

incidentally adopted blue as a color of identity, in line with many other congregations around 

the world  as well as Israel, and it's latest incarnation is in the color of the tee -shirts we are 

bestowing upon our volunteers - those who choose to put service above self, and give of their 

time, their talent, and their treasure - for their contributions to our congregation.   Blue holds 

many a designation.  

"Blue" in this sense, is representative of my choices.  When our illustrious President,  asked me 

"what does blue mean to you?" he wanted me to give thought as to the why I choose to give my 

time to our CBS family (in addition to the time I am contracted to be here).   The answer really 

is quite simple.  I choose because I care.  I care about all of us.   I care about the building in 

which we share our prayers, our hopes, our tears.   I care about the programming we offer to 

our congregational family.   I care about the religious and cultural environment I've chosen to 

raise my children in and want to do what I can to make it the best it can be.  

Some may argue, being in the position that I am, that, as the Administrative Director of the 

congregation,  all of that is expected of me.  That is true.   But I too, am a congregant.   I have 

the same stake in the future of this temple, for my  own sake as well as my children's as any 

other congregant should have.   A true blue one.  One in which I am committed to  improving in 

the here and now as well as the ensuring a thriving  future for my immediate family, my 

congregational family, and for the Jewish community of eastern Hillsborough County.    Lofty 

goals?  Pie in the sky?  Maybe...but remember what color that sky is too. Be blue.   

- Mags Oldman  
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Congregation Beth Shalom provides a meaningful spiritual home for people of all ages and levels of 
knowledge, a place to learn and to question, a place to worship and to celebrate, and a place to find a com-
munity that cares.   We offer:  

] Friday worship services at 7:45 PM  

] Religious school pre -kindergarten through tenth grade  

] Complete Bônai Mitzvah preparation  

] Youth group programming  

] Adult Education classes  

] Community -wide events, including Mitzvah Day  
 

Back to the Future  

I had the pleasure to speak with Hank Martôs sister a month ago. 
She is from Maryland and attends a very small temple of 30-40 
congregant families. They do not have a Rabbi and all the temple 
services are led by lay leaders. This intrigued me, especially 
knowing our Rabbi would be on Sabbatical in January and 
February. What happens when an organization is challenged by 
not  having their spiritual leader for two months?  

 I asked her about her experience and she described  a warm 

family temple where everyone shared in the responsibilities of 

leadership and service. She talked about how lay leaders rotated 

doing the services and other lifecycle events. She described a  

one-for -all attitude at her temple ða true extended family that 

cares, shares and prepares together. 

Sounds familiar? 

This conversation reminded me of what  I have heard about the 

early days of Congregation Beth Shalomé the concern, the ñall 

in it togetherness,ò and the can do attitude. Our early members 

had to go at it aloneðjust like the congregation in Maryland.  

Let me be clear. We have a terrific Rabbi who I respect 
tremendously and who is truly a selfless leader of our temple. 
ANDé. 

The Rabbi does not make a temple; our voice, spirit, fellowship 

and compassion does. The Rabbi did not create what we have at 

CBS; our previous members did, and we  continue to shape our 

foundation. The temple family will forge what happens in the 

next 25 years, and the Rabbi is one important member of the 

family.  

We have a golden opportunity while the Rabbi is away on 

Sabbatical. We have the opportunity to tap into our community 

talents and togetherness. We have the opportunity to reconnect 

with our past, strengthen our present, and  forge new bonds for 

our future. We have the opportunity to stretch our individual 

and collective selves. We have the opportunity to reconnect  on 

knowing who we are and what is truly important to us. We have 

the chance to experiment and get our creative juices flowing. 

From the President  - Jeff Newman  

February Dates to Remember  

Á February 13 -15, Cantor in Residence Weekend  

(see page 3 for details) 

Á Friday, February 20, 7:45PM ðSimcha Shabbat  & 

Jews Around the World Speakers Program (II)  

Á March 4, 7:00PM ðPurim Spiel & Service  
(see page 7 for details) 

SAVE THE DATES ðMARCH:  

Á March 20ðCongregational Shabbat Dinner 

Á March 28ðCBS Retreat 

Á March 29ðWomenôs Seder 

Religious Education Calendar, page 7;  

Full calendar, page 15  

Please take the opportunity in the next two 

months to be part of this golden opportunity! 

Get involved, go to services and  join 

committees. As we celebrate our 25 years, 

what better way than to reaffirm all that we 

were, are and can be by going back and 

inventing our future.  

OUR FUTURE IS BRIGHT,  

 and  

 THE FUTURE IS YOU!  
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***********  

Mags Oldman, Administrative Director  

813-681-6547 Å cbs-admin@hotmail.com  

Office hours :  

subject to change without notice 
Mon & Thurs 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 

Tue & Wed 1 p.m.- 5 p.m. 
Fri 9 a.m.- 1 p.m. 

Weekly  Email Blast  submissions  

bethshalominfo@gmail.com  

eBlast deadline is Wednesday at 6:00pm 

LET THERE BE MUSIC  

A special treat has been arranged for CBS 

the weekend of Feb. 13-15. Cantor Paul 

Offencrantz will be visiting us for the 

weekend. Cantor Paul started singing 

professionally at the New York 

Metropolitan Opera House, when he was 

nine years old.  He became a protégé of the famous Cantor and 

operatic tenor , Richard Tucker.   

Cantor Paul will impress us with his vocal talents while 

officiating at our Shabbat worship service on Friday Feb 13 at 

7:45PM . In recognition of  Valentine's Day, he and pianist Joan 

Frankel will present a magnificent evening  of love songs. The 

program will include favorites from the Broadway stage, as well 

as classics by George Gershwin, Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern and 

Cole Porter.  

At 7:30 PM on Saturday Feb 14 our sanctuary will be 

transformed into a cabaret.  Bring your own wine.  We will 

provide soft drinks and light snacks. As a fundraiser, tickets for 

this special evening are $10 per person or $18 for a couple/

family. Tickets can be purchased at the door; cash, check or 

credit card will be accepted. For $36 you can become a patron 

and your name will be listed in the program. For $50 you can 

purchase business card advertising space. Email Toby Koch for 

further information: tobykoch@hotmail.com  

On Sunday, Feb. 15 Cantor Paul will be doing a very special 

program in the morning for the students in religious school.  

This weekend is a rare opportunity to hear an ordained Cantor 

who is also a professional singer. You will enjoy it. Take 

advantage of it! 

For more information about Cantor Paul refer to his web site:  

http://www.cantorpauloncall.com .  You will be able to listen to 

samples of his singing by hitting the ñAbout Meò tab then 

musical selections.   

813-654-5646             LIC. # 3694 

813-966-3601(Cell) 
 
 

Bloomingdale Painting  
& Pressure Washing  
Commercial Å Residential 

 
                                                 4616 Oak River Circle 
Tod Howard                         Valrico, Florida 33594  

Owner   www.bloomingdalepainting.com  

February Oneg Schedule  

There can be no joy without food and  

drink.  ð Talmud, Moôed Katan 

THANK YOU!  to the following people who 

will host an Oneg Shabbat in February. 

February 6 Sheila & Errol Fishman in 
 honor of their birthdays, and Lauren & Jeff 
 Shaw in honor of their 19th anniversary.  

February 13 Visiting Cantor Search Committee  in  
 honor of  Cantor Paul Offencrantz. 

February 20 Janice & Jeff Frieman as a Temple Mitzvah. 

February 27 Michelle Dempsey and Lauren Weisman in 
 honor of their daughtersô birthdays, (Julie 
 Dempsey & Hannah Weisman). 

SIGN UP TO SPONSOR AN ONEG!  

Please contact Judith Pliner at 813-436-0080 or email her 

at gp@pliner-inc.com  if you are interested in helping out 

with a future date.  

Your Oneg Committee, 

Anna Feldman, Judith Pliner, Anita Hoffman and Melissa 

Villasin  

CƛƴŘ /.{ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΗ 

{ŜŀǊŎƘΥ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ .ŜǘƘ {ƘŀƭƻƳ ƻŦ  .ǊŀƴŘƻƴ 

mailto:tobykoch@hotmail.com
http://www.cantorpauloncall.com
http://netmail.verizon.net/webmail/%22http:/mailto:gp@pliner-inc.com%22
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Committees/Chairpersons  

Building/Capital Fund  

Peter Jacobson 

Building & Grounds  

Seth Dugan* 

Caring  

Open 

Youth Education  

YouthðNatasha Rieger * 

Lifelong Learning  

AdultðSheila Fishman 

Finance  

Jon Ellis*  

Fundraising  

Open* 

Long -Range Planning  

Open* 

Membership  

Phyllis Newman*  

Oneg  

Anna Feldman, Anita Hoffman,  

Judith Pliner  

Publicity  

Cynthia Goldstein-Hart  

Ritual  

Keren Vergon* 

Social Action  

[Open]*  

Youth Group  

AdvisorðMags Oldman* 

PresidentðDavid Goldfarb  

* Ex-officio voting Board member  

 

OTHER PROGRAMS  

Healing Hour  

Cynthia Goldstein-Hart  

CBS Players  

Anna Brubaker 

Chavurah  

Phyllis Newman 

Daytimers  

[open]  

Email Blast  

Mags Oldman 

Going Green  

Jim  & Sandee Pelk 

Kibbitzer/Bulletin Editor  

Suzanne Jones 

Kolot Shalom Choir  

Joan Frankel 

Noshfest  

Carolyn Miller, Sheryl Finke,  
Amy Weinstein  

Page Turners  

Zsa Lobel 

Webmaster  

Sarah Meyers 

Yarn Mavens  

Phyllis Newman  

Join with CBS in offering congratulations and recognition to the 
following members on their accomplishments:  

KUDOS  

¶ Kudos to the Fashion show committee -  Jerilyn Dimant, Anna & 
Steve Feldman, Gerald & Judith Pliner, Phyllis Newman  and 
Janice Perelman  for coordinating a fantastic Fashion Show!  And 
anyone else who lent a hand in making all magic happen! 

¶ Kudos to Hank Mart  for setting up a wonderful fundraiser with Park 
Lane Jewelry! 

¶ Kudos to Judy Jacobson  for continuing to arrange our wonderful 
Dinners with the Tribe program at eateries around town!  

¶ Kudos to all of our lay leaders who have been providing engaging 
Shabbat services while our Rabbi is on sabbatical. 

MAZELS  

¶ Mazel Tov to David Goldfarb  for being elected by the NFTY-STR 
Region to be the region's Religious & Cultural Vice President! 

¶ Mazel Tov to Amy Weinstein  on her new position with 
Hillsborough County School District!  

¶ Mazel Tov to David Goldfarb  and Justin Shaw  for being selected 
as staff for Camp Jenny, a program that provides an extended 
weekend of the love of "big brothers and sisters", three 
nutritious meals a day and encouragement for the future 
for inner -city disadvantaged youth of Atlanta.   

Do you know a CBS member who should be congratulated for a 
special accomplishment?  If so, email the name and 
accomplishment to  cbs-admin@hotmail.com .  

Page Turners  

CBS Page Turners Invites You  

March 19, 7:30PM  

THE PLOT AGAINST AMERICA by Philip Roth  

Philip Roth is one of my favorite authors. About ten years ago, this book was on the URJôs 

reading list. I read it then, and am enjoying reading it now.  

The novelist depicts an alternative version of American history. In reality, it was in 1940 

that Franklin Delano Roosevelt won the presidential election. In this narrative Charles 

Lindberg, a heroic aviator and isolationist, is elected president. Lindberg is a supporter of 

Hitler and the Nazi party and negotiates with Hitler that the United States will stay out of 

any war. When this is happening the government embarks upon a program of anti-

Semitism. Do I need to tell you more about this authorôs imagination and great narration? 

This book is bound to stimulate some interesting discussion.  Plan to attend our session on 

March 19 at 7:30 PM. - Phyllis Newman  



Marriage, Family, &  
Individual Counseling  

vw 

Adolescents  13 Yrs Old to Adults 

vw 

Evening & Weekend Hours 

vw 

Most Major Insurance  
Accepted 813-681 -7441 

108 Mason St., Brandon, FL  
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Phone: 813-400-3609 

www.DoogieEntertainment.com 

E-mail: Doogie@DoogieEntertainment.com 

Weddings 

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs 

Childrenõs parties 

80õs & 90õs video parties 

Office Parties 

PA system rental/set-up 

  

DJ and Party Services 

Doogie Entertainment 

Pleased to offer a 10% discount on services to members of Congregation Beth Shalom 

$chlep, $ell, $upport  

Got Extra Stuff? Donate it!   

Help CBS fill the coffers and get your tax deductible 

letter for items that you no longer use.  For pick up or 

questions, please email cbspickup@tampabay.rr.com or call 

Toby Koch at 813-654-0877. Our team is standing by for your 

contributions and we thank you for your generosity in 

advance. 

SAVE THE DATE  

Congregation Beth Shalom Shabbat Retreat  

March 28 (9AM -8PM) at Cedarkirk Camp and  
Conference Center.  

A òrealó Shabbat filled with community, learning and fun 
activities in the woods. For more details, contact Natasha 
Rieger at natashaswr@yahoo.com or 813.507.3433. 

TO YOU WITH LOVE  

Letôs Celebrate Love! Thatôs what visiting Cantor 

Offenkrantz said when he realized that his concert at 

Congregation Beth Shalom was scheduled for Feb 14, 

Valentineôs Day. Over the centuries the early Christian 

holiday, Feast of St. Valentine morphed into a day of 

expressing love. Couples declare their love for each other, 

so do parents and children. What about the love of a good 

friend? Letôs spend the evening together:  lovers, friends 

and members of CBS. 

 At 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 14 our sanctuary will be 

transformed into a cabaret.  Since the theme of the 

concert was chosen for us by the calendar, Cantor Paul 

Offenkrantz and pianist Joan Frankel will present a 

magnificent evening of love songs. The program will 

include favorites from the Broadway stage, as well as 

classics by George Gershwin, Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern 

and Cole Porter. 

Celebrating Valentineôs Day elsewhere can be expensive; 

not so if you spend it at CBS. Bring your own wine and 

enjoy the evening listening to a fabulous concert by an 

ordained Cantor who is also a professional singer. Soft 

drinks and light snacks provided by CBS.  

As a fundraiser, admission to this special event is $10 per 

person or $18 for a couple. Tickets can be purchased at 

the door: cash, check or credit card. Half of ticket 

proceeds will go to BeSTY (our CBS Youth Group).  

Support this Special Event  
Patron Donations & Advertising  

Patron Donationð$36.  
(Patron names will be listed on the concert program.)  

Concert Program Advertisingð$50.  

Email toby Koch for further information: 
tobykoch@hotmail.com  

In preparation for Passover we'll be hosting a 

Pesach Food Tasting on March 22, noon - 

1PM. Join us for a experiential Pesach 

lunch!  We are looking for volunteers to prepare 

your favorite Passover items in the following 

categories: dessert, kugel, soup, and charoset. 

Recipes for the charoset and other suggestions 

will be provided.  We'll be taste testing, blind 

judging hope to have a matzah ball demo as 

well! To volunteer or for additional information 

contact Lauren Shaw.  

 lauren.tampa@yahoo.com. 

mailto:cbspickup@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:tobykoch@hotmail.com
https://netmail.verizon.net/webmail/%22http:/mailto:lauren.tampa@yahoo.com%22
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Something New to Congregation Beth Shalom  

An exciting event is coming up this month for our 

congregation. By now, I hope everyone has had a 

moment to go on-line and listen to Paul Offenkrantzôs 

beautiful, stirring voice.  

Paul will be our Cantor in Residence over the February 

13th weekend. He will begin by leading us in song at the 

Friday night service, a treat for everyone. Then in 

keeping with the February 14th  theme, he will present 

ówith loveô a concert of Jewish classic music from sacred 

to folk. Completing the evening, he will perform 

fabulous songs of Broadway. Sometimes, we need to be 

reminded of all the Jewish composers and lyricists that 

wrote for Broadway and film.  

Finally, the weekend finishes on Sunday morning, when 

Cantor meets with our Temple youth. Their comments 

and questions will be welcomed. 

I truly hope we can all take advantage of this golden 

opportunity to hear music of our heritage, while 

showing our support to Cantor Paul Offenkrantz. There 

is something for everyone. 

Bivracha, 

Joan Frankel , Choir Director  
(813) 938-4123 
 
P.S. There are no choir rehearsals in February. Purim 
rehearsals take precedent.  

KOLOT SHALOM NOTES  

 
United Together 25 

Our Mission  
Our mission is to celebrate 

Congregation Beth Shalomôs past and 

build our future by encouraging our 

members to volunteer gifts of time and 

talent.   

How Does It Work?  
The premise is simple: Do the time (7 hours of 

service) and then do the crime (eat and enjoy yourself 

way too much at our celebration in May).  There are 

many, many ways you and your family can contribute 

your time and talents (see the list at right).  

 

�/�R�R�N���:�K�R�·�V���(�D�U�Q�H�G���D���6�K�L�U�W�� 

Peter A. Jacobson, M.D. 

Internal Medicine & 

Cardiovascular  

Disease 

500 Vonderburg Dr. E 303 

Brandon, FL 33511 

(813) 681-5702 

CONGREGATIONAL  
SHABBAT DINNER  

COME EAT AT CBS (Like you 
donôt already!) 

Our next Shabbat Dinner will 

be March 20 !  Mark the date on 

your calendars and look for more 

information in the March Kibbitzer.   More 

information will be coming ðlook for it in your email 

blasts and the March Kibbitzer!  

Jerilyn Dimant  

David Goldfarb  

Renate Greenfield 

Judy Jacobson 

Michaela Meyers 

Milt Newman  

Phyllis Newman 

Lucas Oldman 

Natasha Rieger 

Becca Smith 

Sarah Smith 

Lauren Weisman 

Did you know the CBS Retreat also has sponsorship opportunities available?  You or your business can sponsor a Workshop for $180, 

a meal for $360, or an activity for $540!  You may also provide scholarships for anyone who would like to attend but may not be able 

to due to financial constraints.  Contact Natasha Rieger at natashaswr@yahoo.com for more information! 


