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From Our Community … 
 

We are truly a lucky congregation. We have a lot of amazing 
volunteers. I have counted up those who volunteer in some way 
– from hosting an oneg to greeting, from working on a 
committee to reading torah, from helping at a Chanukah party 
to stepping into the kitchen at a moment’s notice. The 
percentage of the congregation who contributes in some way – as a volunteer or a 
financial supporter – is remarkable. And it is crucial, because we operate with a very, 
very small part-time staff. Mags Oldman, our administrative director, has been a 
crucial member of our staff. As of Nov. 18, Mags has left the position of administrative 
director to pursue full-time work. We are happy for the opportunities this provides for 
her and her family and wish her only the best. At the same time, we acknowledge that 
she will be deeply missed – her warmth and creativity, her hard work and dedication 
to the temple way above and beyond what her formal job requires have made a true 
difference to us all. She has been a remarkable help to me and enabled me to be a 
more effective rabbi to our community. We are fortunate that she is not leaving our 
temple family and will continue to be our youth director, involved with many aspects 
of our congregation. While we are searching for a new administrator, more of our 
wonderful volunteers will be stepping in to help. We know you will be understanding 
and patient during this time of transition. 
 

To the Jewish People … 
 

The Jewish calendar is a quirky thing. From a few years ago when Chanukah fell on 
Thanksgiving weekend to this year when the first night of Chanukah is on Dec. 24, we 
are constantly juggling the interface between “our” holidays and the holidays on the 
secular calendar. The intersection of Chanukah and Christmas provides both an 
opportunity and a challenge. For the many of us with non-Jewish family members, we 
can easily celebrate together, affirming and upholding the light and joy of our 
individual holidays. At the same time, we are challenged not to make Chanukah 
another Christmas – a yearly challenge in our commercialized world that is all the 
more acute when they fall on the same days. Chanukah is not the “Jewish Christmas.” 
Its message – the upholding of Jewish identity in a hostile environment and the 
miracle of light in the darkness – is far different from the joy of Jesus’ birth that is 
central to Christmas. And Chanukah is a relatively minor holiday in the Jewish 
calendar. While celebrating together, we must strive to remember the special nature of 
“our” holiday, and honor the unique message that Chanukah brings. 
 

To the World at Large … 
 

As I write these words, we are still in the midst of post-election turbulence. This 
feeling seems unlikely to subside anytime soon, as the passions and ideals that 
animated our election for president do not simply disappear when the last vote is 
counted. I spoke about this very unique moment in time on the Erev Shabbat 
following the election. My sermon has been posted on our website, www.bethshalom-
brandon.org, so that anyone who is interested can read my reflections. 
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Congregation Beth Shalom provides a meaningful spiritual home for people of all ages and levels of knowledge, a place to learn and to question, a place to worship and to celebrate, and a place to find a community that cares.   We offer:  

 Friday worship services at 7:45 PM 

 Religious school pre-kindergarten through tenth grade  

 Complete B’nai Mitzvah preparation  

 Youth group programming  

 Adult Education classes  

 Community-wide events, including Mitzvah Day 
 

I’m writing this article from the Smoky Mountains. It’s 
early Tuesday night, the 8th of November. The polls close in 
48 minutes. We are on vacation just outside of Gatlinburg, 
Tennessee. One ear is focused on the sounds of the rushing 
water in the creek that runs outside our condo. My other 
ear is focused on the returns. 
 

The great political divide that embraced this country 
affected all of us who were politically engaged. Those of us 
at Congregation Beth Shalom were not immune. Regardless 
of which presidential candidate wins tonight, one thing is 
certain. Life will go on. Members of Beth Shalom who are 
currently employed will continue to work. We, along with 
our retired Beth Shalom members, will continue to live our 
lives. We’ll continue to care for our families. We’ll continue 
to rejoice life’s events. We’ll continue to come together, 
pray together, and celebrate together. 
 

As written in our mission statement, let’s continue to be a 
caring community. Perhaps we should add, “Regardless of 
political affiliation!” 

We’re Everywhere 
 
This past Sunday, Carol Anne and I 
hiked a few miles on the Old 
Sugarlands Trail, so named because of 
the maple syrup 19th-century farmers 
collected from sugar maple trees. Our 
plan was to walk two miles up to reach 
a very old cemetery. While we’d 
stopped to chat with another couple coming down the 
mountain, a single woman hiker passed us on her way up. 
Later, as we approached what we thought was the turnoff 
toward the cemetery, this same single hiker was coming 
toward us. She’d just come from the cemetery, and, after 
some small talk, she casually mentioned seeing stones on 
one headstone. Carol Anne spoke up and mentioned that 
this was a Jewish custom. She said, “I know, I am Jewish.” I 
told her I was too. She said she knew from the shirt. I had 
unbuttoned my long-sleeved shirt and my UT-25 shirt was 
visible. You never know where we’ll turn up! 
 
I hope you and your family had a wonderful Thanksgiving. 

FROM THE PRESIDENT - David Friedman 

Congregation Beth Shalom provides a meaningful spiritual home for people of all 
ages and levels of knowledge, a place to learn and to question, a place to worship 
and to celebrate, and a place to find a community that cares.   

We offer:  

 Friday worship services at 7:45 PM 
 Religious school pre-kindergarten through 

tenth grade  
 Complete B’nai Mitzvah preparation  
 Youth group programming  
 Adult Education classes  
 Community-wide events, including Mitzvah Day 
 

CBS Softball Needs You! 

Did you play first base in high school? Pitch? 

Even play right field? We need you! No pre-

requisite of past play; we're just in it for fun 

and camaraderie.  

We're recruiting our first (in-a-long-time) team to compete 

in the JCC Softball Tourney this spring! The co-ed team 

won't meet until after the first of the year, but now is the 

time to put the team together! Contact Dave Friedman at  

cbs-president@hotmail.com if you're interested! 
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Email and articles for publication: 
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For current news and events 

see the congregation’s website: 
http://www.bethshalom-brandon.org 

*********** 
Mags Oldman, Administrative Director 

813-681-6547 • cbs-admin@hotmail.com 

Office hours:  

subject to change without notice, please refer to eBlast 
Tue & Wed: 11:00—4:00pm 

Thu & Fri: 10:00am—3:00pm 

Weekly Email Blast submissions 

bethshalominfo@gmail.com 

eBlast deadline is Wednesday at 6 pm 

 

December Oneg Schedule 

There can be no joy without food and  

drink. — Talmud, Mo’ed Katan 

THANK YOU!  to  the follow ing  people w ho w ill 

host an oneg Shabbat in December. 

▪ Dec. 2:  Anita Hoffman and Steve Feldman will host 
the oneg in honor of their birthdays. 
 
▪ Dec. 9:  Bonnie & Jeff Jacobs will host the oneg in 
honor of Bonnie's birthday. 
 
▪ Dec. 16:  The Membership Committee will host the 
oneg in honor of our new temple members. 
 
▪ Dec. 23: Scott Hopkins will host the oneg as a 
temple mitzvah. 
 
▪ Dec. 30: Gail & Michael Ver lin  w ill host the 
oneg in honor of their anniversary. 
 
 
SIGN UP TO SPONSOR AN ONEG! 

Contact Judith Pliner at (813) 436-0080 or email her at 

gp@pliner-inc.com if you are interested in hosting. Thanks 

to everyone who is helping out with the onegs in the 

upcoming months. 

 

Your Oneg Committee, 

Anna Feldman, Judith Pliner, and Anita Hoffman  

Peter A. Jacobson, M.D. 

Internal Medicine & 

Cardiovascular  

Disease 

500 Vonderburg Dr. E 303 

Brandon, FL 33511 

(813) 681-5702 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 

 

▪ Friday, Dec. 2, 6 pm: President’s Dinner and 

special guest speaker,  Dr. Greg Sullivan, USF Geriat-

ric Psychiatry Fellow. Dr. Sullivan will speak 

on psychiatric illnesses and older adults. 

▪  Saturday, Dec. 3, 6 pm: Torah  Tots Havdalah  

in Pajamas. Join us in your jammies for Havdalah, 

bedtime story and snack. RSVP to Elise Berman at 

elise_berman@yahoo.com. 

▪ Sunday, Dec. 4, 9:30 am: 7th-grade family pro-

gram. 

▪ Sunday, Dec. 4, 10 am - 2 pm: MOB Scen e, a  

vendor and craft fair for mother (and other) owned 

businesses. 

▪ Friday, Dec. 9, 7:45 pm: Sim cha Shabbat. 

▪ Sunday, Dec. 11, 9:30 am: 2nd/3rd-grade family 

program. 

▪ Sunday, Dec. 11: , 8  am  – 11:59 am: 5K run and 

open house; 2 -4 pm family concert Joanie Leeds & 

the Nightlights, Bryan Glazer Family JCC, 522 N. 

Howard Ave., Tampa. 

▪ Tuesday, Dec. 13, 7 pm: iEngage adu lt educa-

tion, topic is Justice.  

▪ Friday, Dec. 16, 7:45 pm: New  m em ber  oneg 

and choir Shabbat. 

▪  Friday, Dec. 30, 7:45 pm: Shabbat in  Chanu-

kah. BYO menorah and 7 candles.  

Religious Education Calendar, page 7;  

Full calendar, page 15  

http://netmail.verizon.net/webmail/%22http:/mailto:gp@pliner-inc.com%22
mailto:elise_berman@yahoo.com
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Committees/Chairpersons 

Building/Capital Fund  

Peter Jacobson 

Building & Grounds* 

Seth Dugan 

Caring 

Christine Stockelman 

Finance* 

Jon Ellis 

Fundraising* 

Michelle McCormick , Kate Swedlow 

Lifelong Learning* 

Sheila Fishman 

Long-Range Planning* 

Open 

Membership* 

Gail Verlin & Judith Pliner  

Oneg 

Anna Feldman, Anita Hoffman,  

Judith Pliner 

Publicity 

Andrea Chassen  

Ritual* 

Cynthia Goldstein 

Social Action* 

Scott Hopkins 

Youth Education* 

Lea Garbett & Natasha Rieger 

Youth Group* 
Advisor—Mags Oldman 

President—Sarah Smith 

 

* Ex-officio voting Board member  
(each committee only gets one vote)  

 

OTHER PROGRAMS 

CBS Players 

Anna Brubaker, 

CBS Singles Over 50 

Anita Clifford 

Chavurah 

Phyllis Newman 

Dinner with the Tribe 

Phyllis & Milt Newman 

Email Blast 

Mags Oldman 

Going Green 

Jim  & Sandee Pelk 

Kibbitzer/Bulletin Editor 

Lea Garbett 

Kolot Shalom Choir 

Joan Frankel 

Library 

Anita Hoffman 

Page Turners 

TBD 

Web Administrator 

Mags Oldman 

Yarn Mavens 

Phyllis Newman 

 

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS 

12th Annual Women Of Distinction 
 
The Tampa Jewish Federation Women of Distinction Program will be 
held on Thursday, December 1st at 7:00 PM at Congregation Kol Ami, 
3919 Moran Road, Tampa 33618. During the award ceremony, our very 
own Mags Oldman will be honored along with more than 20 women who 
exemplify leadership and commitment to their organizations and our 
community. 
 
The program will also feature an inspirational keynote presentation by 
Alina Spaulding. There will also be hors d’oeuvre and a dessert reception. 
Let’s support Mags by attending this event. The cost is $25 per person or 
$36 per patron by Nov. 29. Patrons will receive special recognition and 
priority seating at the event. Non-patron tickets will be available for $36 at the event. 
 
The Federation is also offering the opportunity to purchase ads in the Bobbe Karpay 
Women of Distinction Program Book. The program book, which features biographies of 
each honoree, will be a keepsake for the honorees and the community. Here are the ad 
costs: 
 
1/4 page - $36 1/2 page - $72 Full page - $108 To RSVP or place an ad, go to 
www.jewishtampa.com, or contact Loni Lindsay at 813.769.2702. Online registration is 
available. For information, contact Pamela Behar at pamela.behar@jewishtampa.com. 

Mensch of the Week 
 

Kate Swedlow was recently honored as Mensch of the 

Week by Shalom Tampa, the e-newsletter of the Tam-

pa Jewish Community Centers & Federation. Below is 

the article on Kate: 

 

As a military wife, Kate Swedlow has lived all over 

the country, settling in Tampa in 2013. While Kate 

was not raised Jewish, she quickly got involved in the 

Jewish community, starting with her family's syna-

gogue. 

  

"We found Congregation Beth Shalom in Brandon 

while I was pregnant, and we converted Joseph (their 

son) when he was born. That was important to us. 

They (Beth Shalom) have been the most wonderful people. And, because I'm not work-

ing right now, I have more time right now to do more fun things." 

  

Kate is a trial attorney, but she is currently working as a stay-at-home mom and has 

used the time to volunteer in the community. She is the co-chair of Beth Shalom's fund-

raising committee, has participated in Challah baking over the holidays and has 

worked with PJ Library. 

  

  

Kate has found volunteering to be a good way to give back to the community and find a 

place in the community. 

 

"My husband is Jewish and that has been an incredibly welcoming community, with a 

lot of avenues to help out. I do care very much about my son's experience growing up in 

the Jewish faith. This is where we feel at home." 
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Join with CBS in offering congratulations and recognition to the following 
members on their accomplishments: 

KUDOS 

▪ Kudos to Michael Lubin for helping to assemble to the Sukkah. 

▪ Kudos to Sheila Slavkin, Anna Feldman, Steve Feldman, Janice Perelman, Andrea Chassen, 
Sheryl Finke, Brian Slater and Gail Verlin for  their  assistance in  keeping the office 
running during our administrative transition. 
 

MAZELS 

▪ Mazel to Jason and Lizette on baby naming of Hannah Howard. 

▪ Mazel to the Smoak family and Olivia becoming a bat mitzvah! 

▪ Mazel to the Villasin family and Leah becoming a bat mitzvah! 

Reminder to all Beth Shalom members!  Please join us at 
the new member oneg Friday,  Dec. 16, to meet all the new 
members who joined the congregation during 2016. The 
new members will be hosting the oneg, but the member-
ship committee will be providing all the food. This is a new 
tradition at Congregation Beth Shalom so everyone can 
meet one another, and we hope that this oneg will be well 
attended by ALL congregants. 

For those new members who have not yet notified mem-
bership to let us know if you will attend, it’s not too late. 
We are pleased to say we have 18 new members who have 
joined our congregation during 2016, and we would love to 
see all of you at this special oneg in your honor. 
  
Gail Verlin and Judith Pliner 
Membership Co-Chairs 

MEMBERSHIP 

Do you know a CBS member who should be congratulated for a special accomplishment?   

If so, email the name and accomplishment to cbs-admin@hotmail.com.  
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The month of December will be quiet, but 
January is packed with events. 

 
▪ Sunday, Jan. 8, 4 pm: The Lifelong 
Learning Committee of Congregation 
Beth Shalom of Brandon is pleased to 

announce that the lecture and slide 
program on JEWISH ART HISTORY with 

Susan Fader has been rescheduled. This in-
depth presentation will look at Jewish art from its origins to 
the 16th-18th centuries and then the 1930s. We will learn 
about artists of victims and survivors of WWII and how their 
art reflects their individual experiences. The presentation 
will end with a look at artwork by Jewish artists of the 1950s 
to present time. Their art will provide an understanding of 
how Jewish culture and history continues to be expressed 
through their work. Slides of the art will be shown 
throughout the talk. Our presenter, Susan Fader, is a lifelong 
professional artist with a degree from Philadelphia College of 
Art. Before retiring in Florida with her husband, she owned 
and operated three art-related businesses. She now enjoys 
working as a staff art instructor in a 55+ community. In 
addition, she teaches art at libraries and other adult 
education programs.  

The program will be followed by Dinner with the Tribe at 
Square One Burger in Brandon.  Hope to see you there!! 

If you are interested in attending this upcoming 
presentation, please contact the Congregation office at 813-
681-6547 or Sheila Fishman, Lifelong Learning Chairperson, 
at 813-833-7843. A suggested donation of $10 
is recommended. 
 
▪ Thursday, Jan. 19, 6 pm: Page Turners 
will be meeting in the Temple Library. The book 
being discussed is entitled Sister of Mine; A 
Novel by Sabra Waldfogel. This is a historical 
novel about a Jewish plantation owner and his 
family, the life of these affluent Jews, and their 
slaves. A light dinner will be served by our 
moderator, Sheila Fishman. 
 
▪ Saturday, Jan. 21, 10 am: W e w ill be offer ing Bibles 
and Bagels and will be addressing Parashat Shemot: Moses 

LIFELONG LEARNING—Sheila Fishman 

Retirement is a journey. 

Not a destination. 

3447 Brook Crossing Dr. 
Brandon, FL 33511 

A sound financial plan starts with knowing what you are 

planning for. Call me today to discuss your retirement 

dreams and how you may be able to achieve them. 

Hank Mart, ChFC®, CASL® 

Financial Advisor 

813-486-3709 

Hank.Mart@investmentcenters.com 

Securities, advisory services and insurance products are offered 

through Investment Centers of America, Inc. (ICA), and member 

FINRA/SIPC and a Registered Investment Advisor, and affiliated 

insurance agencies. ICA and Focus Wealth Strategies, LLC are 

separate companies. 

Upcoming Programs 
 
▪ Friday, Dec. 2, 6 pm: President’s Dinner and special guest 

speaker,  Dr. Greg Sullivan, USF Geriatric Psychiatry Fellow. 

Dr. Sullivan will speak on psychiatric illnesses and older adults. 

▪ Sunday, Dec. 4, 10 am - 2 pm: MOB Scene, a  vendor  

and craft fair for mother (and other) owned businesses. 

▪ Tuesday, Dec. 13, 7 pm: iEngage adult education, top-

ic is Justice.  

—Son, Husband and Father. We will also be partaking of a 
little nosh! 
 
▪ Sunday, Jan. 22, 3:30 pm to 5:30 pm: W e are 
presenting “A Look at Israel through Film.” Most of what we 
learn about Israel is through the lens of newspapers and 
television. This afternoon will give us new insight into Israel 
through film and an in-depth conversation with a leading 
expert on Israeli cinema. Our teacher will be Rina Donchin. 
Ms. Donchin is the USF Hebrew Language Department 
Chair. She has taught a popular class “Israeli Films and 
Fiction” and was a longtime co-chair of the Tampa Bay 
Jewish Film Festival. 
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EDUCATION - Amy Weinstein 

"If you are not a better person tomorrow than you are 
today, what need have you for a tomorrow?" – Rebbe 
Nachman of Breslov 
 
As many of you know, I am employed by the School 
District of Hillsborough County. In fact, this is my 30th 
year working with students with special needs. During my 
30-year tenure, I have worked with students as young as 3 
and as old as 22 years. I have taught students in general 
education settings, separate classes, special day schools 
and in a residential facility. I have been in leadership 
positions for the past 18 years. As part of my role, I provide 
many training opportunities to teachers. I often address 
how to meet the needs of all students by differentiating 
curriculum and incorporating accommodations for 
students when appropriate. I will be meeting with our 
religious school teachers in January to share ideas, 
programs and strategies to enhance the learning of all 
students. 
 
Last month our 1st and new 2nd graders participated in 
consecration. We had eight of our younger students 
formally introduced to Jewish learning. The same night, 

nine of our 4th and 5th graders received their own prayer 
books as they begin to learn the prayers that will enable 
them to understand and lead our services when they 
become a b’nai mitzvah. This was a meaningful evening as 
our youth continues to grow as Jewish learners. We ended 
the service with a “cupcake bar” oneg! 
 
Our religious school parent association meets regularly. 
Please contact Natasha Rieger and/or Lea Garbett to get 
involved! 

B’nai Mitzvah Tutoring 
Contact Keren Vergon at  

813-785-6324 or kvergon@verizon.net. 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Listings 
 

If you would like to have information on your child’s 

upcoming Bar or Bat Mitzvah listed in The Kibbitzer,  

please submit an article and picture (digital if possible) to 

kibbitzer706@verizon.net by the second Friday of the 

month prior to your service. 

Marriage, Family, &  
Individual Counseling 

 

Adolescents  13 Yrs Old to Adults 

 

Evening & Weekend Hours 

 

Most Major Insurance  
Accepted 813-681-7441 

108 Mason St., Brandon, 
FL 

December 2nd—we’ll be helping out with the 

President’s Dinner! 

December 10th—Mystery Bus Ride with GORFTY—

contact Mags ASAP! 

December 14th—Chanukah Gift Exchange!  Bring one 

creatively wrapped gift (valued between $12 –15) and 

we’ll have some fun! 

December 26—30th—Winter Kallah! (Registration is 

now closed) 

Registration is OPEN for Hatikvah Kallah—for 6th-8th 

raders! 

BESTY BEAT 

Important December Dates 
 
▪ Sunday, Dec. 4: RS & 7th  grade fam ily program  
▪ Wednesday, Dec. 7: HC & Con  
▪ Sunday, Dec. 11: RS & grades 2-3 family program 
▪ Wednesday, Dec. 14: HC 
▪ Sunday, Dec. 18: RS Chanukah celebration & 
                                       Torah Tots 
▪ Wednesday, Dec. 21: No HC or  Confirm ation 
▪ Sunday, Dec. 25: No RS 
▪ Wednesday, Dec. 28: No HC 
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THE FUN STUFF 

Sunday, Dec. 4 
10 am—2 pm 

FREE and open to the public! 
 
CBS is hosting MOB Scene, a vendor and 
craft fair for mother (and other) owned 
businesses.   
 
Stop by and see what some of our local en-
trepreneurs have to offer.  We will have 
vendors from Tastefully Simple, Scentsy, 
Usbourne Books, Tupperware, and more!  
We will also have crafters, jewelry makers 
and a photographer!   
 
Bring a friend or two and start your holiday 
shopping at Congregation Beth Shalom! 

Holiday Shopping Fair 

Thanks to the tremendous support of our 
temple family, we are moving our fundrais-
er this year - we need more space!   

Join us at Uncle Mike’s Smokehouse for 
DENIM & PEARLS - an evening of refined 
country fun!  Located on Highway 60, just 7 
miles from the synagogue… we’ll be dining, 
drinking and dancing - all to raise money to 
support Congregation Beth Shalom and 
Special Olympics Florida Healthy Commu-
nity Tampa Bay!!!  It’s going to be GREAT!  

Financially supporting the synagogue is the 

responsibility of the entire Jewish commu-

nity so that it can continue to exist and 

grow for everyone, both now and in the 

future. Items are often "wished" for to add 

to our spiritual home. Below are a few of 

our most frequently requested items that, 

while not deemed necessary, would cer-

tainly enhance our environment. 
  

While monetary donations are welcomed, 

encouraged, needed and can be used where 

the temple needs it most, we know some-

times people prefer concrete gifts and look 

for opportunities to provide in other ways.  

We hope this list is helpful. Before making 

an in-kind contribution, due to limited 

storage space, please contact the temple 

first to be sure the item is still on the list, or 

to see if we can use the item.  We do not 

have the facility to find homes for items we 

can not use.  

  
Interior Wish List: 

Large coolers 

Water supply for Cafe Shalom 

Commercial oven 

Free-standing literature stand  

(floor model) 

8—New 90" (floor length) round table-

cloths in navy blue 

8—New 90" (floor length) round table-

cloths in white 

1" binders 

Keyboard drawers 

Book ends for the library 

 

Exterior Wish List: 

Planters, soil and vines for pergola 

Wood sealer for outdoor elements 

Awnings for entries 

CONGREGATION WISH LIST 
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CBS ON FACEBOOK 
 

Our congregation has a few places to find us 

on Facebook! All three of the following groups 

require approval to join: 

 Congregation Beth Shalom of Brandon 

 Congregation Beth Shalom of Brandon  

Religious School Parent Association 

 Youth Group 

Then there is our page:  

Congregation Beth Shalom of Brandon  

that anyone can follow. 

CBS LIBRARY UPDATE 

Calling all bookworms! The CBS Library still 

needs bookends in the library and any books with 

any references to Judaism. All donations are 

appreciated! 

Anita Hoffman,   

Congregation Beth Shalom Librarian 

Level 2 Hebrew for Adults  

If you want to strengthen your Hebrew reading 

skill for increased fluency , this class is for you.   

Registration in advance required:  

Call the Temple Office – 813-681-6547 

Teacher, Rudina Richter 

Sunday mornings 9:45-11:15 

Dec. 4, 11, 18, 2016 &,  

Jan. 8, & 22, 2017 

Calling All Congregants! 

The planning for Denim and Pearls our annual fundrais-

er continues. We are in need of a "street team" — we 

need people to contact their local retailers for donations 

to help make our silent auction a success. 

 

We are also in need of beer and wine donations. 

 

If anyone can help, donate or has a connection for beer 

and wine please contact Michelle McCormick at 813-283

-8862.  

tel:813-283-8862
tel:813-283-8862
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Are You Supporting our 
Commercial Advertisers? 

 

We urge all of our readers to patronize our commercial 

advertisers and, when you see them, to thank them!  Their  

advertising dollars help support our many programs at CBS! 

 

 

 

Phone: 813-400-3609 

www.DoogieEntertainment.com 

E-mail: Doogie@DoogieEntertainment.com 

Weddings 

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs 

Children’s parties 

80’s & 90’s video parties 

Office Parties 

PA system rental/set-up 

DJ and Party Services 

Doogie Entertainment 

Pleased to offer a 10% discount on services to members of Congregation Beth Shalom 

A Rare Happening This Year 
 
Some of us will remember the very strange occurrence 
on Nov. 28, 2013. That was the day we created a new 
holiday, Thanksgivukkah. Yes, Thanksgiving and 
Chanukah actually collided. Since 1888, this had only 
happened four times in 1888, 1899, 1918 and 2013. 
 
According to Wikipedia, it was the result of the 
interception between the lunisolar Hebrew calendar 
and the time of the solar year, which can have between 
353 and 385 days per year, and the Gregorian calendar. 
Because the two are not calculated the same way, 
Chanukah appears at a different time each year on the 
Gregorian calendar. 
 
Now fast forward to this year: Chanukah will fall on 
Christmas Eve. That’s almost a month different from 

the date of Thanksgivukah in 2013. Christmas and 
Chanukah have come together four previous times in 
the last century, 1918, 1921, 1959 and 2005. I don’t 
know if this year we’ll create a new celebration name 
like Chrismukah. What do you think? Just an 
interesting thought. 
 
All of this relates to the choir how? Well, only in a 
peripheral way. Kolot Shalom will sing Friday,  Dec. 16, 
ushering in the upcoming holiday and getting us into 
the spirit of the season. Rehearsals begin Monday, Dec. 
5. 
 
Please come and join us for our next Choir Shabbat on 
Friday, Dec. 16. 
 

Shalom, 
Joan E. Frankel 

KOLOT SHOLOM NOTES 

CBS Annual Retreat 

Saturday, March 4, 2017 

Our annual retreat is once again planned for Cedarkirk 
Camp in Lithia.  
 
This day-long family program will have adult learning 

programs led by Rabbi Torop and an exciting chil-

dren's program to include crafts, learning and lots of 

outdoor fun. Teens are welcome 

to participate in the adult or chil-

dren's programs. 

Think campfire, s'mores, singing, 

sports, great food and services on 

the banks of the Alafia River! 

Registration will open in January. 
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When it’s time to pick a vendor or hire a professional for 
services, keep in mind these generous businesses that support 
CBS. Thank you to the following businesses and friends for their 
participation in Art After Dark.  

SPECIAL EVENT DONATIONS 

Please Support the Professionals 

and Retailers Who Support 

CBS 

Financial Sponsors 

A Friend of Bill W. 

Abisa Consulting—Nick & Tanya Hernandez 

Allbay Insurance Group 

Anonymous 

Barndollar Financial 

Clarke Automotive 

Colorado Health & Youth Dermatology Centers 

Jon & Isabel Ellis 

Family Implant & Cosmetic Dentistry – Dr. Sandy Schwartz 

Anna & Stephen Feldman 

Sheila & Errol Fishman 

Gulfside Pool & Spa 

Hillsboro Memorial Funeral Home 

Peter & Diane Jacobson 

Jan Pro Cleaning Systems 

Kevin Frye Entertainment 

Kids R Kids – Keith & Debra Balot 

Toby Koch & Alan Weiss 

Milt & Phyllis Newman 

Pathways Counseling Center – David & Rudina Richter 

Jim & Sandee Pelk 

Gerald & Judith Pliner 

Puff’n’Stuff Catering 

S.A.I, Inc. 

Shaughnessey Law, Monica A. Frost, Esq. 

Marla & Owen Smith 

Team Imagine / Century 21 Beggins –  

Sarah Meyers & Molly Rizzi 

The Tooth Caboose – Dr. Steve Slavkin 

Leslie & Clifford Will 

Women’s Health & Wellness – Dr. Steve Zweibach 

 

InKind Sponsors 

Brandon Honda 

Brittany Bennett, CPA 

Doogie Entertainment / Seth & Paige Dugan  

Focus Wealth Strategies / Hank Mart 

Proforma M3 

Table Garnish / Rene Vojnovic  

High holy days  

Bridge builders 5777 

chai bridge 

Mitzvah Bridge 

Anonymous 

Steve Billor 

Anita Clifford 

Mark & Sheryl Finke 

Errol & Sheila Fishman 

Bill & Jackie Kalbas 

Randy & Daniel Lannak 

Bruce & Janice Sperry 

The High Holy Day Appeal for 5777 is open through the end of 

January 2017.  To make a contribution, please contact the office.  

This does not include donations made through the Book of  

Remembrance or Adopt-a-Book Campaigns, nor does it include 

non-members.  If there are any errors or omissions to this listing, 

please notify the office as well. 

Anonymous (3) 

Richard & Harriette Bauman 

Russell & Elise Berman 

Zohar & Sharon Elazar 

Stephen & Anna Feldman 

Joan Frankel 

Dave & Carol Anne Friedman 

Jeff & Sara Goodman 

Robert & Caren Katz 

Jeff Newman 

Milt & Phyllis Newman 

The Oldman Family 

Joe & Carole Plesur 

David & Rudina Richter 

Sandy & Lee Schwartz 

Jonathan & Shayna Singer 

Brian & Arlene Slater 

Steve & Sheila Slavkin 

Melissa Villasin 

Dale Wozniak 

chaverim bridge 

Anonymous  

Adam Cohen 

Joel & Laurie Edelson 

Betsy Glickman 

Ruth Goldberg 

Renate Greenfield 

Jerry & Jamie Holschauer 

Janice Perelman 

Jarett & Natasha Rieger 

James & Lisa Smith 

Michael & Martie Spaier 

Keren Vergon & Anna Brubaker 
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If you wish to designate a gift to a particular purpose, for example, 
Food Bank, Choir, Oneg, Social Action, etc., you may do so by noting as 
such on your payment method or with an accompanying note; 
otherwise, your gift will be used where it is needed most. 

Opportunities: 

 Adopt-A-Book: A dedication label w ill be placed in one of 
our prayer books, to commemorate a simcha or in honor or memory 
of a loved one for just $54. 

 Bricklets:  For as little as $9 you can send a Bricklet Card instead of 
buying a card for birthdays, condolences, etc.  A Bricklet Card in your 
name will be sent to the person you wish stating that a donation has 
been made in his or her name to Beth Shalom to honor the occasion. 

 Tree of Life: The Tree of Life is on the back w all of our 
Sanctuary. An engraved leaf or stone can commemorate many 
simchas, b’nai mitzvah, wedding, birth, graduations, etc. Leaves are 
$180, and stones are $1800. 

 Yahrzeit Plaque: To honor the death of a  loved one, you 
may purchase a plaque that will be cared for in perpetuity for $250. 
The name of the deceased along with their date of death is included 
on the plaque. 

Congregation Beth Shalom accepts donations for many purposes, with a variety of opportunities for donors to support the good works of the 
Temple.  You may contact the office either by phone or email to make a contribution, or head to our website to make a secure online payment  

through a PayPal account or by using a credit card. 

Funds: 

 General Fund (unrestricted): An unrestricted gift to the 
General Fund allows the temple to use those funds wherever they 
may be needed most. This fund incorporates contributions 
received from our High Holy Day Appeal, Yahrzeit donations, 
Bricklets, Adopt-A-Book, Tree of Life (unless otherwise indicated) 
and other non-restricted gifts. 

 Building Fund: A fund to ensure the continuing physical 
growth of our spiritual home. Intended for capital improvements 
and major building repairs. 

 Endowment Fund: Gifts to this fund are placed in an 
investment account and temporarily restricted or can be defined/
restricted by the donor. This fund ensures the future of our temple. 

 Religious School Scholarship Fund: These funds w ill be 
made available to Religious School students who are in need of 
tuition assistance, as determined confidentially by the Treasurer. 

 Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: a  fund for assistance to 
families in need, scholarship assistance, interfaith council, 
Holocaust museum and other endeavors at the Rabbi’s discretion. 

 Youth Group Fund: a  fund that supports the ongoing 
engagement of post b’nai mitzvah youth, providing meaningful and 
fun experiences for our teens, and keeping them connected to their 
Jewish community. 

Unless otherwise noted by you, your gift will be acknowledged in the Kibbitzer the month following its receipt.   
If your donation is incorrectly listed or omitted, please notify the temple office immediately.   

Donations listed below were received between  October 16 and November 15. 

GENERAL FUND 
 

In Loving Memory of John Cassidy 

Murray & Jerilyn Dimant 

 

In Loving Memory of Harriet J. Lawrence 

Irving G. Lawrence 

 

Wishes of a Speedy Recovery to Hank Mart 

Gerald & Judith Pliner 

 

 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
 

In Appreciation 

Steven & Abby Gorlick 

Gerald & Judith Pliner 

Gary & Joanne Ronay 

Howard & Sandy Saviet 

Bruce & Janice Sperry 

 

In Loving Memory of John Cassidy 

Murray & Jerilyn Dimant 

 

 
 

YOUTH GROUP FUND 
 

In Appreciation 

Steven & Abby Gorlick 

 

In Honor of Mags Oldman 

Clifford & Leslie Will  

DONATIONS 
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Birthdays 

The dates listed for the Yahrzeits are adjusted yearly according to the Jewish Calendar and 

may not necessarily coincide with the common date of death. Names are read for Kaddish 

at the Shabbat before the actual date.  If you would like to have the common date listed, 

please contact the temple office. 

Yahrzeits 

Anniversaries 

Simchat Shabbat!   

Come celebrate your birthday or  
anniversary with us! A special  

Shabbat service is held every month to 
honor all our joys for that month. For 

this month it will be: 

December 9 

OUR CONGREGATION 

12/15 Geoffrey Miller Brother of Eric Miller 

12/17 Al Smith Father of Caren Magdovitz 

12/18 Irving Balot Father of Keith Balot 

12/18 Milton Bauman Father of Richard Bauman 

12/19 Joan Sherer Mother of Carol Roberts 

12/19 James Gunn Relative of Jessica Berdit 

12/19 Leonard Edelson Father of Joel Edelson 

12/20 Diane E. Slavkin Mother of Steve Slavkin 

12/20 Sophia Brenner Wife of Phil Brenner - Deceased 

12/21 Dorothy Rausch Grandmother of Kelley Ellis 

12/22 Lena Ruth Richter Mother of David Richter 

12/22 Harold Landfish Father of Nancy Landfish 

12/23 Berne Lubonne Father of Carole Plesur 

12/24 Elaine Freedman Mother of Randy Freedman 

12/25 Jenny Siegel Grandmother of Eric Miller 

12/26 Helene Barnett Grandmother of Jason Blanchard 

12/26 Stephen Meyers Father of Michael Meyers 

12/27 Rose Levine Mother of Sara Goodman 

12/27 Chava Leah Bauman Grandmother of Richard Bauman 

12/27 Ron Miller Uncle of Russell Berman 

12/27 Seymour Ponemon Father of Arthur Ponemon 

12/29 Abraham Kaplan Father of Elisa Criden 

12/30 Robert Stanley Greenfield Father of Andrew Greenfield 

12/30 Rita Weiss Mother of Alan Weiss 

12/6 Russell & Elise Berman 

12/11 Owen & Marla Smith 

12/21 Donny & Kimberly Smoak 

12/21 Larry & Lynn Kaler 

12/27 Michael & Gail Verlin 

12/28 Milton & Phyllis Newman 

12/31 Randy & Danita Freedman 

12/2 Mindy Gale 

12/2 Jackson McCormick 

12/3 Samantha Frost 

12/3 Ben Santucci 

12/5 Rachelle Schiller 

12/5 Joshua Freedman 

12/10 Danny Nixon 

12/11 Judith Pliner 

12/14 Bonnie Jacob 

12/14 Joshua Katz 

12/14 Adam Brubaker 

12/15 Shane Zweibach 

12/17 Norman Powell 

12/17 Alexa Cohen 

12/17 Evan Frieman 

12/18 Motti Elazar 

12/19 Jim Pelk 

12/21 Matt Hebert 

12/21 Russell Berman 

12/24 Harriette Vaughan-Bauman 

12/24 Jason Miller 

12/26 Gary Glassman 

12/26 Daniel Mart 

12/27 Sheila Cohen 

12/29 Milton Newman 

12/29 Mark Finke 

12/30 April Zaifert 

12/30 Peter Jacobson 

12/30 Kristan Birnholz 

12/31 Jonathan Singer 
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Want to advertise in The Kibbitzer? 

Ad Size        Monthly Rate 10% Discounted 

    (Annual only) 

Bus. Card $20  $216 

1/4 page $40  $432 

1/2 page $50  $540   

Full page $75  $810 

Special rate for CBS Members — 10% off MONTHLY rate with 
six-month commitment. To reserve your place in the next 
issue, e-mail the temple office at  
cbs-admin@hotmail.com or call 681-6547. 

Contact the temple office for a list of available 
babysitters. Contact information, qualifications and 
transportation details available for each sitter. We will 
not publish information about our younger members 
online due to privacy concerns. 

 
 

FAMILY,  

IMPLANT &  

COSMETIC  

DENTISTRY 
 
 

SANFORD N. SCHWARTZ, 

D.D.S., P.A. 
 

813-684-7888 
 
Email:  
doctor@implantandcosmeticdentistry.com 

 

Web: www.drsandyschwartz.com 

Our Philosophy: 
To provide the very best  

dental care available 
 while treating all  

patients as members of 
 our own family. 

 

Services Include: 
Veneers, Lumineers 
Zoom! Whitening 
Implant Surgery & 

Restoration 
Crowns, Bridges &  

Dentures 
Root Canal Therapy 

Preventive Care & 
Maintenance 

Invisalign Wireless Braces 

 
Oral & IV Sedation 
Nitrous Oxide (gas)  
Stereo Headphones 

 & Movies 
Special Consideration for 

Apprehensive Patients 
 
 

 

Congregation Beth Shalom is now participating 

in Amazon Smile — it’s an easy way for CBS 

members, family and friends to support the 

temple. Simply use the following link: http://

smile.amazon.com/ch/59-3026396 and shop, 

shop, shop! 

ATTENTION! W e send the Kibbitzer  
out online.  This change has been made to 
help decrease one of our expenses at Beth 

Shalom.  

However, if you prefer receiving your Kibbitzer via 
the US Mail, please call the Temple at (813) 681-6547 

or e-mail the Temple (cbs-admin@hotmail.com) to 
tell us you do not w ant to get your  Kibbitzer  

online. Please help Beth Shalom cut its expenses and 
receive your Kibbitzer sooner. 
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Address Service Requested 

  706 Bryan Road -  Brandon FL 33511 

 

JOIN OUR WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM 

Monthly group rate day $100 (reg. $185) start-up fee 
Call us for this month date! 

 

Laser Hair Removal • Laser Vein Removal 
Age Spot Removal • Laser Skin Rejuvenation 

Botox • Chemical Peels 
Skin Care Products • Microdermabrasion 

 
Peter A. Jacobson, M.D. 

500 Vonderburg Drive, Ste 302E 
Brandon  FL  33511 

(813) 654-8193 or (813) 681-5702 
arcofbrandon.com 

e-mail -  arcofbrandon@verizon.net 
 

We are owned and operated by physicians  

who care about you.   

There is no better investment than yourself!  
Look younger, Feel younger, and Live younger!  
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Welcome the Stranger… 

Stranger No More. 


