The Kibbitzer

Congregation Beth Shalom

706 Bryan Road Brandon, FL 33511
Phone (813) 681-6547, Fax (813) 681-7517
www.BethShalom-Brandon.org

December 2015

Volume 26, Issue 7

Rabbi

Betsy Torop 541-3751

Administrative Director

Mags Oldman 681-6547

Cantorial Soloist

Sandy Santucci 681-6547

Religious School Coordinator

Amy Weinstein 685-7064

Executive Board of Directors:

President

Jeff Newman 758-4120

1st VP

Gerry Pliner 436-0080

2nd VP

Errol Fishman 657-7733

3rd VP

Toby Koch 654-0877

Treasurer

Michael Barnett 545-6800

Secretary

Dan Weinstein 685-7064

Past President

Hank Mart 486-3709

Members at Large

Gayle Borgen 625-0073

Lauren Weisman 352-4574

Michelle Dempsey 310-2198

Seth Dugan 400-3609

Scott Hopkins 245-5573

Stephen Criden 653-3186
& XX oS

From the Rabbi

Chanukah is more than ‘Mensch on the Bench’ or Hanukkah
Harry

The history of Chanukah is complex. While we imagine that the Jews
are united against the Syrian-Greeks, in fact there were serious
disagreements about how to respond to the oppression of the Emperor
Antiochus. While the story of “just enough oil for one day but it burned
for eight” is central to our observance of Chanukabh, it’s not in the book
of the Maccabees, which is the primary historical source for the story.
Dreidels are not intrinsic to the origins of the holiday either!

On the other hand, the message of Chanukah as we observe it today

isn’t complicated at all. It’s simple and essential to our self-understanding. There have always
been those who have tried to eradicate the Jewish customs and traditions that are essential to
our identity as Jews. Our ancestors fought for the right to live fully as Jews — and on Chanukah
we remember this fight and embrace the gift of spiritual freedom that is our inheritance.

If Chanukah is to be more than a commercial expression of the Christmas season, more than a
‘we get presents on eight days’ message to our children, than we must look seriously at the
essential truth of this minor holiday. It diminishes one of the messages of Chanukah — that our
ancestors fought and died for our right to live as Jews — if we don’t take the message of Jewish
living seriously. Jewish living means many, many things of course, but I want to highlight just
two.

First, and most obviously, we need to live as fully as Jews as possible. What is the point of our
ancestors fighting for our right to observe Shabbat and Kashrut, Jewish learning and customs,
if we ignore these very things? Observing Chanukah may begin with lighting a Chanukiah, but it
doesn’t end there. It continues in the living of a full Jewish life.

Secondly, it means living the values of Judaism. The list is long of course, but driving many of
our values is the message that every person is made in the image of God. That means that every
individual — even those with whom we disagree or those we do not like — is worthy of honor.
Moreover, if we don’t respect others — of different races and religions, creeds and colors — as
fully God’s children, then we are rejecting the essence of Judaism no matter how often we come
to Shabbat services. This is about our own behavior to be sure, but not only our own behavior.
If we don’t speak out when we hear others — even friends, members of our family and fellow
congregants — speaking in ways that are disrespectful of any person — then we are accomplices
in that behavior.

Chanukah is a wonderful holiday to be sure — filled with family, food, light and joy. It reminds
us that light can shine in the darkness, that the few can defeat the many, that there are things
that are so important that they are worthy of sacrifice and risk. But if these are just abstract
notions, than we miss the point. Chanukah must impel us to live and act fully as Jews, and to
always stand up for the essential values of Jewish tradition. Respect and kindness for all is one
of these core values, taught by Torah and the essence of God. May Chanukah inspire us to live
up these mandates long after the wax has been cleaned off of our menorahs.

See more about our Chanukah Events inside! Something for everyone!
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From the President - Jeff Newman

Giving thanks

You have probably had your Thanksgiving
meal by the time you read this article. You
have enjoyed the mashed potatoes, the
cranberry sauce, the stuffing, and the dark
meat of the turkey. You have all sat around
the table and have given thanks for
what is important to you. For years, that is
what my family did — We gave thanks to
family ,friends and achievements.

We never gave thanks for Congregation Beth Shalom.

This year I want to give thanks to our temple and the meaning it
has had in my life.

Our temple has given me the opportunity to explore and
understand my role in Judaism. I have learned why I am proud
to be Jewish. I have learned so much from our Rabbi, prayers,
and educational events. The more I learn about our religion, the
more I learn about myself.

Our temple has given me the outlet for enjoyment for this year.
CBS Players, Kolot Shalom, and various events and activities
have given me room for expression, creativity, teamwork and
fun.

Our temple has given me a shared commonality with others in
our area. Being Jewish and all that entails is a unique
experience that only other Jews understand. The history and
fabric of being Jewish is told every week in our temple.

Our temple has given me the opportunity for leadership roles
and has challenged me to discover hidden gifts I did not know I
possessed. I have learned from being a teacher, treasurer, and
president that I have capabilities and capacities that T am
expanding through temple leadership.

Finally and most importantly, our temple has given me a
support system and network of friends that has personally help
me during this year. You have enriched my life and I am

appreciative for this.

Even though the Thanksgiving meal is over, it is never too late
to give thanks. In your quiet time, pause for a moment and
think what has our temple given you.

Hope you had a great Thanksgiving. Next year,
save me the turkey neck?

OUR FUTURE IS BRIGHT,
and
THE FUTURE IS YOU!

CBS First Night of Chanukah

Celebration i’l : \ %
Sunday, Dec. 6, 5:30-7PM SALE %E\
s
MiraBay Clubhouse

107 Manns Harbor Drive

Bring your own menorah & candles

Food! Music! Dreidels! Games!
Questions? Call the temple office : 813-681-6547

Your 100% Satisfaction is Absolutely
Guaranteed !

Clarke Automotive Systems

Ifyou have @ problermuwith youroar, let us give youour honest, expert
&estraightfonvard advice sothe Job is done right—the first time !

Bob Clarke
(813) 685-2939

131 Central Ave
Brandon, FL 33510
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munity that cares. We offer:
Friday worship services at 7:45 PM

Complete B’nai Mitzvah preparation
Youth group programming
Adult Education classes
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Congregation Beth Shalom provides a meaningful spiritual home for people of all ages and levels of
knowledge, a place to learn and to question, a place to worship and to celebrate, and a place to find a com-

Religious school pre-kindergarten through tenth grade

Community-wide events, including Mitzvah Day

w/ UNION FOR rrzee
REFORM JUDAISM

N 7487 M2 TINTRD
SERVING REFORM CONGREGATIONS IN NORTH AMERICA




December Dates to Remember

Thursday, December 3, 7:00PM—Women of
Distinction (Schaarai Zedek)

Sunday, December 6
¢ 9:30AM-Religious School-6th Grade Family program:
How Do I Decide? Jewish Ethics and Values

¢ 5:30-7:00PM—First Night of Chanukah (MiraBay
Clubhouse)

Friday, December 11, 7:00PM—Sixth Night of
Chanukah. BYP menorah and 7 candles. (The evening
includes special music, Consecration and Chanukah Oneg)

Saturday, December 12,
+ 10:00AM—Bible and Bagels
Parashat Miketz: The First Assimilated Jew - What do
We Learn?

¢ BeSTY Chanukah Dinner & Gift Exchange (off site)
¢ Chaunkah Latke Party—watch for details!

Sunday, December 13, 9:30AM—Religious School
Chanukah Celebration (Torah Tots included)

Saturday, December 19 Parents Night Out / BESTY
Lock In

Religious Education Calendar, page 7;
Full calendar, page 15

Anna Feldman, Judith Pliner, Anita Hoffman

Women of Distinction Program
December 3 at 7PM

Held at Schaarai Zedek. This event honors the
dedicated women leaders of our Jewish community
organizations. CBS honoree is Amy Weinstein.

Guest speaker Lynda Fishman will share her personal story of
triumph.

To learn more or purchase tickets, visit http://
www.jewishtampa.com/federation-impact/women-of-
distinction-program.

December Oneg
Schedule

There can be no joy without food and
drink. — Talmud, Mo’ed Katan

THANK YOU! to the following people
who will host an Oneg Shabbat in December.

Michelle & Michael McCormick in honor of
Jackson’s 11th Birthday and also in honor of
Michelle’s parents, Ronnie & Fred, who will be
celebrating their 50th Anniversary.

Dec. 4

Dec. 11 The 1st Grade Class parents in honor of their

children’s Consecration.

Dec. 18 Anita Hoffman and Stephen Feldman in honor
of their Birthdays.

Dec. 25 Gail & Michael Verlin in honor of their 51st
Anniversary

SIGN UP TO SPONSOR AN ONEG!

Contact Judith Pliner at (813) 436-0080 or email her at
gp@pliner-inc.com if you are interested in hosting an Oneg.
Thanks to everyone who is helping out with the Onegs in
December and in the upcoming months.

Your Oneg Committee,

and Melissa Villasin

Marriage, Family, &
Individual Counseling

FOR

LOR
Evening & Weekend Hours

TOR

Most Major Insurance
Accepted

813-681-7441

108 Mason St., Brandon, FL

Adolescents 13 Yrs Old to Adults

The Kibbitzer

Volume 26, Issue 7
Published Monthly by
Congregation Beth Shalom
706 Bryan Road
Brandon, FL 33511
Phone 813-681-6547
Fax 813-681-7517
Email: cbs-admin@hotmail.com

Email and articles for publication:
Kibbitzer706 @verizon.net

For current news and events

see the congregation’s web site:
http://www.bethshalom-brandon.org
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Mags Oldman, Administrative Director
813-681-6547 * chs-admin@hotmail.com

Office hours:

subject to change without notice
Mon & Fri 10 a.m.- 2 p.m.
Tue & Thurs Noon-4 p.m.
Wed 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Weekly Email Blast submissions

bethshalominfo@gmail.com
eBlast deadline is Wednesday at 6:00pm
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Join with CBS in offering congratulations and recognition to the
following members on their accomplishments:

MAZELS
= Mazel Tov to Amy Weinstein for being our Woman of Dinstinction!

= Mazel Tov to Cassondra Newman for her acceptance into the UF College of
Agriculture and Life Sciences (CALS) Leadership Institute Cohort 7—a three
semester leadership development program , which includes an international
learning experience!

KUDOS

® Kudos to Marla Smith and the Social Action Committee for your hard work,
wonderful ideas and for putting together a wonderful Mitzvah
Day! ‘ o »
Do you know a CBS member who should be congratulated for a y 4
special accomplishment? If so, email the name and accomplishment to _

cbs-admin@hotmail.com.

K he e T The Ladies of the Biennial!
Joan Frankel, Amy Weinstein, Cynthia
Goldstein, Rabbi Torop, Chris
: = Stockelman, and Mags Oldman (not

wsn oY, . : pictured: David Goldfarb) represented
f 1o our congregation at the 2015 URJ

Biennal conference held at the Marriott

World Center in Orlando, Florida.

Social Action on December 25th

Please join us on Dec 25th as we host Christmas Dinner for those in
need at the Portamento of Hope, 107 Mason Street, Brandon from
10am-2pm. (There is still plenty of time to go out for Chinese after-
wards AND attend Shabbat services!) During the year, the soup kitchen feeds those in need
along with many migrant farm workers and their families. We are looking for volunteers to
help set up tables and chairs; work in the kitchen, assist with Christmas gifts for the chil-
dren and donations of clothing. One of their traditions is to have volunteer children come
and offer a gently used outfit to a child in need of their own size. More info will be coming
but if you would like to volunteer, please let me know. Email: marlasmithgi4@gmail.com.

A Mitzvah Day Thank You

A big thank you to the Mitzvah Day volunteers who joined together for such a successful, fun
and worthwhile day. We had over 100 CBS members join together on Nov 15th to help make a
difference. First off a delicious and nutritious breakfast was served amidst beautiful Sunflow-
ers. Bags of very important food were packed for those in need, our pantry was stocked, toilet-
ries were sorted and bagged, a hot game of Bingo was played with residents at Emeri-

tus; beautiful, memory provoking songs were sang by our Choir at The Bridges; seeds were
sowed and a garden cared for at Winthrop Community gardens and 15 pints of blood were
donated by brave CBS members. In addition, 17 of our college students living away will be
receiving a delicious gift bag of love and treats to help them make it through mid-terms. Our
youth group helped with food sorting and bagging, card making and garden work around our
temple. They are our awesome future of all that is good. ~ Marla Smith, Social Action Chair

Committees/Chairpersons

Building/Capital Fund

Peter Jacobson

Building & Grounds
Seth Dugan*
Caring
Open
Finance
Jon Ellis*

Fundraising
Open*

Lifelong Learning
Adult—Sheila Fishman*

Long-Range Plannin
Open*

Membership
Phyllis Newman*

Oneg
Anna Feldman, Anita Hoffman,
Judith Pliner
Publicity
Virginia Barnett
Ritual
Cynthia Goldstein*
Social Action
Marla Smith
Youth Education
Michelle McCormick*

Youth Group
Advisor—Mags Oldman*

President—Justin Shaw
* Ex-officio voting Board member

OTHER PROGRAMS

CBS Players
Anna Brubaker, Joel Edelson

CBS Singles Over 50
Anita Clifford
Chavurah
Phyllis Newman
Dinner with the Tribe
Judy Jacobson
Email Blast
Mags Oldman

Going Green
Jim & Sandee Pelk

Kibbitzer/Bulletin Editor
Suzanne Jones
Kolot Shalom Choir
Joan Frankel
Library
Anita Hoffman
Page Turners
Toby Koch

Webmaster
Sarah Meyers

Yarn Mavens
Phyllis Newman
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Biennial, I'm basking in the feeling of
oneness with the Jewish People and the
world we live in. My car seemed to drive
itself home, as I reviewed the week in my
mind.

Having just returned from the 2015 URJ f—»:

The image of sitting in front of the five thousand-
member assembly and helping to lead services is a
memory I will always cherish. Looking outward at the
congregation while at the same time participating in the
collective praying, chanting and singing, I was deeply
moved to my soul. It truly was a heavenly body that
worshipped together.

Singing in the choir, we were introduced to many new
contemporary music selections as well as some very rich
arrangements of more traditional melodies. Cantor
Rosalie Boxt is to be commended for her tireless efforts
in coordinating this whole week of music and services.
And I must say it was a pleasure to sing under the
leadership of our conductor, Merri Lovinger Arian. The
instrumental accompaniments were rich with diverse
modes and harmonies. We were joined by some of the
finest musicians in the Reform Movement.

For me, in worship, it is always about the music. And so
I appreciated all the services and rehearsals, including
the more intimate morning services. In the days to
come, I'll be introducing a piece of music entitled,
“When We Sing.” It is based on the phrase, “When we
sing, we pray twice,” probably my favorite saying.

Throughout the week, we had wonderful sessions led by
great scholars and leaders of Reform Judaism.

v pv i i i i b b v b v fv b v v b b fv b fv b v b b b b b b fv b v v b fe v e e e e

We honored David Saperstein for his
accomplishments in social justice proceedings,
and I was delighted when I had a moment to
meet him personally.

During the Biennial, there was time to

reconnect with friends and acquaintances from
some of my former congregations and Jewish music events.
The new folks I met and sang with served to bless my days
even further. It amazed me how I could feel so close to
someone I had only met for a short time. Is that the Divine
working in my life? I believe so.

Vice President Biden’s speech made me proud of the
contributions of the Jewish People, a small thread in the world,
but one that forms a seam to unite and tie all peoples into one
fabric.

At the last morning service, Rabbi Howard Needleman painted
a very thought-provoking picture for me, when he called our
time at the Biennial a Disney World of the Spirit. He asked us
what we would pack and unpack when we returned home.
What words, attitudes, ideas, and behaviors can we pass on?

For me, I am pleased to pass on the belief that we all have
some measure of kindness and audacious hospitality to give.
May this be a clear vision and bright goal for us all.

With blessings,

Joan Frankel

Note: Our next choir service will be during Chanukah on Dec.
11th. Don’t forget your Chanukiah.

For further information about Kolot Shalom call Joan Frankel
at (813) 938-4123 or (941) 539-4324.

499943038343434303038343434303034343430343834343430343434343 030343434343 03438343 930303838343 83

Special thanks to all who came out to make Mitzvah Day 2015 a resounding success!
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- CBS LIBRARY UPDATE

Thank you to David Rubin and Phyllis & Milt Newman
for their book donations to the CBS library. If you
donate a book or bookends to the library please let
Mags or me know who you are so we can thank you for
your donation.

Anita Hoffman,
Congregation Beth Shalom Librarian

E
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ILENE R. SCHWARTZ

Realtor*®
(813) 625-2942

ileneRschwartz@gmail.com
Fax:(813)655-1057
www.realtorilene.com

1116 Nikki View Drive, Brandon, FL 33511

Each Office is Independently Owned And Operated 22

Retirement is a journey.

Not a destination.

A sound financial plan starts with knowing what you are
planning for. Call me today to discuss your retirement
dreams and how you may be able to achieve them.

FOCUS WEALTH
STRATEGIES,LLc

FINANCIAL PLANNING | INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT

3447 Brook Crossing Dr.
Brandon, FL 33511
Hank Mart, ChFC®, CASL®

Financial Advisor

813-486-3709
Hank.Mart@investmentcenters.com

Securities, advisory services and insurance products are offered
through Investment Centers of America, Inc. (ICA), and member
FINRA/SIPC and a Registered Investment Advisor, and affiliated
insurance agencies. ICA and Focus Wealth Strategies, LLC are
separate companies.

ART AFTER

DARK

[s proud to announcg
Honorary Chairs

Jon & [sabgl Cllis
Savg theg Patelll
Mn €vegning of {Irt & Huction

in connection with

Special Olympics of Hillsborough County
Spend a Fun Evening with CBS Friends
Saturday, February 27, 2016, 7PM

Congregation Beth Shalom of Brandon

Mark Your Calendar Now.
For tickets contact Mags in the Temple Office.

Our List of Silent Auction Items Keeps
Growing, but we need your help!!

Massages, dining out, local attractions, hotel stays, a con-
do in New Mexico...the list keeps growing!

Ask your friends and neighbors to help us make the list
longer—a gift card, a service or unused item
that they no longer need.

Help us fill our treasure box with goodies—every item
makes a difference.

Join the “street team” and ask businesses to help support
this fantastic event. Community involvement is key.

Event Sponsorships
Available
(refer to insert)

Planning Meeting
Wed. Dec 9
6:15 pm at the temple

If you can spare an hour, we
can use your help.

From $50 to $2000 (you
choose the level!!)

E-mail the committee: Ar-
tafterdark2016@gmail.com

Acknowledge a family
member, promote a busi-
ness, send a personal shout
out, etc.

Find CBS on Facebook!
Search: Congregation Beth Shalom of Brandon
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| i Education - Amy Weinstein

"If you are not a better person tomorrow than you are today,
what need have you for a tomorrow?"
— Rebbe Nachman of Breslov

I am so excited about the opportunities in which I participated
in November. I had the unique privilege to be involved in many
different learning events last month. I attended the URJ
Biennial in Orlando. I had the chance to spend 3 days
completely engaged in a Jewish Community. The keynote
speakers and services were inspiring. Most of the breakout
sessions I went to involved topics that directly related to
religious youth education. I also attended the Rabbi’s adult
education classes that were held on Tuesday evenings. Her
topic was also centered on educating our youth. In addition,
the annual Tampa Bay Jewish Educators’ Council Teacher In-
Service was held on November 22. The keynote speaker
addressed how to meet the needs of all students by
differentiating curriculum and incorporating accommodations
for students when appropriate. I will be meeting with our
religious school teachers in December to share ideas, programs
and strategies to enhance the learning of all students.

Last month our 2nd and 3rd graders (with their parents)
participated in a Family Program led by the Rabbi. They
explored the notion of being a “Mitzvah Super Hero.” This
timely lesson came right before Mitzvah Day. Thanks to all who
came out to support our community on November 15. We all
know that children lead by example. One of our school goals is
to raise Jewish adults. Tikkun olam, repairing the world and
G'milut Chasadim (acts of loving kindness) are values we teach
in school and can model on Mitzvah Day and all year long.

Parent Association meets regularly. We have about a dozen
parents attend. Please contact Michelle McCormick to get
involved!

As always, please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any
questions/concerns/comments regarding your child’s religious
education at Congregation Beth Shalom.

Amy Weinstein- awineoo7@msn.com (813)685-7064

B’nai Mitzvah Tutoring
Contact Keren Vergon at
813-785-6324 or kvergon@verizon.net.

. Bar/Bat Mitzvah Listings

= |f you would like to have information on your child ’s
: upcoming Bar or Bat Mitzvah listed in The Kibbitzer,

= please submit an article and picture (digital if

= possible ) to kibbitzer706@verizon.net by the second
: Friday of the month prior to your service.

Important December Dates
12/2  Hebrew & Confirmation
12/6 RS & 6th grade family program
12/9 Hebrew

12/11 Consecration & 4th grade Shabbat Service
12/13 RS &Chanukah Celebration & Torah Tots
12/16 Hebrew & Confirmation

12/20 No RS (Winter break)
12/23 No Hebrew (Winter break)
12/27 No RS (Winter break)
12/30 No Hebrew (Winter break)

BeSTY BEAT

BESTY Chanukah Dinner & Gift
Exchange—December 12

Parents Night Out / BESTY Lock In
December 19

Winter Kallah (grades 9 - 12)
December 26 - 30 (Orlando Marriott Airport - Orlando, FL)

Hatikvah Kallah (grades 6, 7, 8)
January 29 - 31, 2016 (Temple Dor Dorim - Weston, FL)

Spring Kallah (grades 9 - 12)
March 4-6, Camp Geneva in Fruitland, FL

LLTI (elected officers)
April 8 - 10, 2016 Temple B'nai Israel - Clearwater, FL)

Doogie Entertainment

DJ and Party Services

Weddings

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
Children’s parties

80’s & 90’s video parties
Office Parties

PA system rental/set-up

Phone: 813-400-3609
www.DoogieEntertainment.com
E-mail: Doogie@DoogieEntertainment.com

Pleased to offer a 10% discount on services to members of Congregation Beth Shalom

OILIIY

@ XAXTITXT) @
®

QUALITY LEARNING CENTERS
Ages 6 weeks to 5 years old
Before & After school up to 12 years old
Pick up at local schools

Office: (813) 657-6200
email: flkrk aol.com

4321 Lynx Paw Trail
Valrico, FL 33594
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JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER
& FEDERATION

{4 i \\ Tampa

Touching Base with
TJCCF

Bobbe Karpay Women of Distinction Program Event
Thursday, December 3, 7:00 pm

Wonderful Women, Super Speaker and Fabulous Food! The Tam-
paJCC and Federation invites you to celebrate and honor the
dedicated women of our Jewish community organizations.

Guest speaker Lynda Fishman will share her personal story of
triumph. Committed to learning, growing and making a differ-
ence, Lynda found the courage and strength to dream big, to be
idealistic, to strive for more, and to live a meaningful life where
she could make a difference in the lives of others.

The event will conclude with a catered reception. Please register
now.

Jewish Heritage Night with the Tampa Bay Lightning
Thursday, December 10, 7:30 pm

The Tampa JCC & Federation & Chabad Centers of Tampa Bay
invite you to join the Tampa Bay Lightning for Jewish Heritage
Night during Chanukah. There will be a pre-game menorah light-
ing at Ford Thunder Alley at approximately 6:45 p.m. Tickets are

$25 and include a seat in the Terrace section, a Kosher meal,
and a gift. To purchase tickets visit www.jewishlightning.com
and enter promo code: CHANUKAH. To order via phone, call
Brian Boksen at 813-301-6704 or email
bboksen@amaliearena.com by Friday, December 4 at 3:00
p-m. to guarantee your seat with the group.

The Young Adult Division presents Vodka Latke:
Casino Royale. Thursday, December 24

Join the Young Adult Divisions of Tampa and Pinellas & Pas-
co counties for our annual YAD fundraiser party and local
tradition: Vodka Latke! This year, YAD brings you a fantastic
way to try your luck at having fun and mingling with other
Jewish singles & couples, ages 21-45, at our very own Vodka
Latke Casino Royale.

Enjoy casino game play on Vegas-style tables including pok-
er, black jack, roulette, and craps. Dress to impress! Delight
in heavy refreshments, drink specials all night, a chance
drawing, and much more. This event is not to be missed!

Starter chips and one complimentary drink are included in
the price of admission. Tickets purchased online until De-
cember 22 are $36; tickets are $45 at the door. For questions,
please email suzanne.peikin@jewishtampa.com.

*We encourage attendees to bring non-perishable food items
to donate to Tampa Jewish Family Services.

zx Bar & Bat Mitzvahs

4 Retirement Parties

'We CREATE you CELEBRATE! 1
Embassy Suites Tampa-Brandon |

Birthday Parties |

E

EMBASSY &
SUITES ‘ i

10220 Palm River Rd. ﬂ
Tampa, FL. 33619 i
813-413-3905 I
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Nomeny Salt
& Wil

INDIVIDUALIZED OB/GYN CARE

* Weight-loss program

* In Office Essure Sterilization

* In Office Endometrial Ablation

* Botox/Dermal Fillers/Facial Peels

+ 3-D Ultrasound

* Outpatient DaVinci hysterectomy

A

Stephen Zweibach, M.D.
Natasha Champion, M.D.
Mariel Rotundo-Patino, D.O.

Call 813-571-2777

today to make an
appointment and start your
§ wellness journey
N .
2 locations to better serve you
8153, Parsons Ave, Brandon, FL

13148 Vail Ridge Dr, Riverview, FL

Se habla espanol

Lifelong Learning—Sheila Fishman

Gelon

On December 12 the Lifelong Learning
Committee will be offering Bibles and
Bagels with Rabbi Torop. The topic is
“Parashat Miketz: The First Assimilated

Jew: What Do We Learn?” Come fill your

soul while satisfying your appetite. (By the way,

the third Bibles and Bagels will be offered on January 9,

2016 at 10:00a.m. Mark your calendars!)

Additional upcoming programs include the following:

¢ On two consecutive Tuesdays in January 2016, Rabbi
Torop will be presenting “Israel Beyond the Headlines.”
If you are confused by what you read in the news or are
not sure what to think, join us to learn and discuss the
situation in Israel. We will look at the modern day
challenges ranging from asylum seekers to poverty to
security while sharing a variety of opinions and
interpretations of the complex reality that is the State of
Israel. Dates are January 12 and 19 from 7:30p.m. to
9:00p.m.

¢ The next get together for Page Turners, our CBS Book
Group, will be on Monday, January 11, 2016 from
6:00p.m. to 7:30p.m. Additional information will
be provided to be announced.

¢ Finally, on Sunday, March 20, 2016, the committee will
be hosting Bill Israel. His presentation will be a basic
introduction to Jewish Genealogy. The program will
provide an overview of what genealogy is all about and
how Jewish genealogy is different and presents unique
challenges in family history research. Jewish immigration
to America will be reviewed from colonial times to the
present. Some widely held myths about Jewish
Genealogy will be dispelled. Easy to use tools, techniques,
and resources for research will be identified and
demonstrated. Examples of a variety of current and
historical genealogical documents will be provided. The
program will be followed by Dinner with the Tribe.

Peter A. Jacobson, M.D.

Internal Medicine &
Cardiovascular
Disease

500 Vonderburg Dr. E 303
Brandon, FL, 33511
(813) 681~5702

S
:4"“" AR

Bl.oonmaw.a ?IZZA

‘BLOOMINGDALE'S NEIGHBORHOOD PIZZERIA”

4334 Bell Shoals Rd.

Valrico, FL. 33594

Sun.-Thurs. 11-10:00

= Fri.-Sat. 11-11:00
Delivery available until

30 min hefore close
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SPONSORS
Clarke Automotive Systems
Dignity Memorial,
Hillsboro Memorial
Park & Funeral Home
Focused Wealth Strategies—
Hank Mart
Murray & Jerilyn Dimant
Jon & Isabel Ellis
Stephen & Anna Feldman
Sheila & Errol Fishman
Dr. Kathryn Kepes
Pathways Counseling Center
Gerald & Judith Pliner
Women's Health & Wellness -
Dr. Stephen Zweibach

IN-KIND SPONSORS
Anna Feldman
Bloomingdale Florist
Bloomingdale Pizza
Bonefish Grill
Brandon Honda
Burger Monger
California Pizza Kitchen
Cold Stone Creamery - Brandon
Costco
Donna Mart - Le Salon Rouge
Doogie Entertainment -
Seth Dugan
Dunkin Donuts - Bloomingdale
First Watch Restaurant
Fresh Market - Valrico
Genghis Grill
Growing Crafty (Melissa Villasin)
Improv Comedy Theater
& Restaurant
Jesse's Restaurant
Julie's Walk-In Closet
Little Greek Restaurant - Valrico

Please Support the Professionals
and Retailens Who Sauppont

When it’s time to pick a vendor or hire a professional for
services, keep in mind these generous businesses that
support CBS. Thank you to the following businesses and
friends for their participation in Frugal Fashionistaz.

75%

McDonalds - Bloomingdale &
Brandon
Massage Envy
Next Step Shoes
P.F. Chang's Clearwater
Judith Pliner
Publix
Red Robin
Splash Car Wash
Square 1 Burgers
Swank Hair Lounge (Melisa Da-
vis/Natalie Kozlowski)
The Alley at Riverview
Wal-Mart - Bloomingdale &
Brandon
Wee Boutique
Winn Dixie - Apollo Beach
Winn Dixie - Riverview

VENDORS
Bettydoll maker -
Betty Liss
Celebrating Home Décor -
Jenna Prosser
Growing Crafty -
Melissa Villasin
Mary Kay Cosmetics -
Julie L. Hunniford
Pampered Chef
Park Lane Jewelry -
Amy Kowalski
Thirty-One Gifts -
Melissa Karnowski
Tupperware Consultant -
Terrie Donnell

SPECIAL EVENT
DONATIONS
UT25 Patrons
Carolyn, Eric, Jason & Danielle Miller
Julie & Marvin Shienbaum

UT25 Friends
Keith & Debra Balot
Michael & Virginia Barnett
Jon & Isabel Ellis
Errol & Sheila Fishman
Cynthia Goldstein
Kathryn Kepes
Hank & Donna Mart
The Newman Family
Gerald & Judith Pliner
Betsy & Michael Torop
Stephen Zweibach

UT25 Associates
ABISA - The Hernandez Family
Rosalie, Jason, Tahlia & Arielle Boxt
Brown & Bigelow — Jill Oppolo
Busy Bee Printing — Beth & Brad Wexler
Century 21, Realtor— Sarah Meyers
Donna at LeSalon Rouge — Donna Mart
Ed Balis & Associates
Focus Wealth Strategies — Hank Mart
Family Implant & Cosmetic Dentistry - Sandy & Lee Schwartz
Growing Crafty — Melissa Villasin
Pathways Counseling Center - David & Rudina Richter

UT25 Mazels
Gayle & Jeffrey Borgen
Michelle & Mark Dempsey
Anna & Steve Feldman
Joan Frankel
Dave & Carol Anne Friedman
Betsy Glickman
Cynthia Goldstein
Renate Greenfield
Anita Hoffman
The Lannak Family
Hank & Donna Mart
The McCormick Family
The Newman Families
The Oldman Family
Pam & Joseph Provenzano
Eunice Rifkin
Lauren, Jeff, Justin & Jordan Shaw
Julie & Marvin Shienbaum
Steve & Sheila Slavkin
The Torop Family
Amy & Dan Weinstein
Lauren Weisman
Clifford & Leslie Will
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THANK YOU HIGH HOLY DAYS

TZEDAKAH BRIDGE % $7.200 - 11,999

BRIDGE BUILDERS 5776

SHOMRIM BRIDGE %= $1,800 - $3,599

Peter & Diane Jacobson

Errol & Sheila Fishman

Jim & Sandee Pelk

MITZVAH BRIDGE.%.$360 - $1,799

Marvin & Julie Shienbaum

Steve & Sheila Slavkin

Anonymous
Jay & Jisela Bolnick
Anita Clifford
Stephen & Anna Feldman
Mark & Sheryl FInke

Cynthia Goldstein
Bill & Jackie Kalbas
Daniel & Randi Lannak
Caren Magdovitz

Jeffrey & lylene Miller

CHAI BRIDGE = $100 - 359

Gerald & Judith Pliner
David Rubin
Bruce & Janice Sperry

Betsy & Michael Torop

Anonymous
Michael & Virginia Barnett
Russell & Elise Berman
Jeffrey & Gayle Borgen
Joel & Laurie Edelson
Zohar & Sharon Elazar
David & Carol Anne Friedman

Monica & Drew Frost
Barbara Glaser
Judy Jacobson
Caren & Robert Katz & Family
Michael & Michelle McCormick
Milton & Phyllis Newman
Mags & Richard Oldman

CHAVERIM BRIDGE %= $18 - 99

David & Rudina Richter
The Rieger Family
Shayna & Jonathan Singer
Brian & Arlene Slater
Kim & Donny Smoak
Dan & Amy Weinstein
David & Linda Young

Jason & Karen Blanchard
Barbara Barber
Joan Frankel

Betsy Glickman

Ruth Goldberg
Larry & Lynn Kaler
Beth Kennon

Janice Perelman

Joe & Pam Provenzano
James & Lisa Smith

Jeffrey & Lauren Shaw

The High Holy Day Appeal for 5776 is open through the end of January 2016. To make a contribution, please contact the
office. This does not include donations made through the Book of Remembrance or Adopt-a-Book Campaigns, nor does it

include non-members. If there are any errors or omissions to this listing, please notify the office as well.
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Donations

Congregation Beth Shalom accepts donations for many purposes, with a variety of opportunities for donors to support the good works of the
Temple. You may contact the office either by phone or email to make a contribution, or head to our website to make a secure online payment
through a PayPal account or by using a credit card.

Funds:

" General Fund (unrestricted): An unrestricted gift to the
General Fund allows the temple to use those funds wherever they
may be needed most. This fund incorporates contributions
received from our High Holy Day Appeal, Yahrzeit donations,
Bricklets, Adopt-A-Book, Tree of Life (unless otherwise indicated)
and other non-restricted gifts.

® Building Fund: A fund to ensure the continuing physical
growth of our spiritual home. Intended for capital improvements
and major building repairs.

" Endowment Fund: Gifts to this fund are placed in an
investment account and temporarily restricted or can be defined/
restricted by the donor. This fund ensures the future of our temple.

= Religious School Scholarship Fund: These funds will be
made available to Religious School students who are in need of
tuition assistance, as determined confidentially by the Treasurer.

®* Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: a fund for assistance to
families in need, scholarship assistance, interfaith council,
Holocaust museum and other endeavors at the Rabbi’s discretion.

If you wish to designate a gift to a particular purpose, for example,
Food Bank, Choir, Oneg, Social Action, etc., you may do so by noting as
such on your payment method or with an accompanying note;
otherwise, your gift will be used where it is needed most.

Opportunities:

" Adopt-A-Book: A dedication label will be placed in one of
our prayer books, to commemorate a simcha or in honor or memory
of a loved one for just $54.

= Bricklets: For as little as $9 you can send a Bricklet Card instead of
buying a card for birthdays, condolences, etc. A Bricklet Card in your
name will be sent to the person you wish stating that a donation has
been made in his or her name to Beth Shalom to honor the occasion.

" Tree of Life: The Tree of Life is on the back wall of our
Sanctuary. An engraved leaf or stone can commemorate many
simchas, b’nai mitzvah, wedding, birth, graduations, etc. Leaves are
$180, and stones are $1800.

" Yahrzeit Plaque: To honor the death of a loved one, you
may purchase a plaque that will be cared for in perpetuity for $250.
The name of the deceased along with their date of death is included
on the plaque.

Unless otherwise noted by you, your gift will be acknowledged in the Kibbitzer the month following its receipt.
If your donation is incorrectly listed or omitted, please notify the temple office immediately.

Donations listed below were received between October 16 and November 15.

ENDOWMENT FUND

To Support Our Future
Anonymous

GENERAL FUND

In Honor of Allyson Peterson’s Bat Mitzvah
Murray & Joan Grieff

To Support Our Youth
Dave Rubin

In Loving Memory of Lawrence Bernstein
Steve & Sheila Slavkin

In Loving Memory of Hope Ridgway
Gerald & Judith Pliner
Toby Koch & Alan Weiss
Brian & Arlene Slater
Steve & Sheila Slavkin
Gail & Michael Verlin
In Loving Memory of Melvin Rifkin

Eunice Rifkin
In Loving Memory of Evelyn Sanders
Steve & Sheila Slavkin

In Loving Memory of Gail Seligman
George Seligman

RABBT’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

In Loving Memory of Hope Ridgway
Anita Hoffman
In Appreciation
Anonymous
Traci Dishman

In Loving Memory of Estella “Sandy” Kurtz
Pam & Joseph Provenazno

YOUTH GROUP FUND
To Support Our Youth
Dave Rubin
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N\
= A ) 12/6 Russell & Elise Berman
@éﬁ% ANniversari€sS 1o/ owen&Marla  Smith
12/21 Larry & Lynn Kaler
12/21 Donny & Kimberly Smoak
. 12/27 Michael & Gail Verlin
Yahrzelts & 12/28 Milton & Phyllis Newman
12/1 James Gunn Relative of Jessica Berdit 12/31 Randy & Danita Freedman
12/1 Joan Sherer mother of Carol Roberts
12/1 Leonard Edelson Father of Joel Edelson
12/2 Diane E. Slavkin Mother of Steve Slavkin
12/2 Sophia Brenner Wife of Phil Brenner
12/3 Dorothy Rausch Grandmother of Kelley Ellis P
12/4 Harold Landfish Father of Nancy Landfish .
12/5 Joel Zazulia Brother of Iylene  Miller Bll'thdays
12/5 Flory Wagenaar Mother of Marion Mehrer
12/5 Berne Lubonne Father of Carole Plesur .
12/6 Elaine Freedman Mother of Randy Freedman 12/2  Jackson McCormick
12/7 Jenny Siegel Grandmother of of Eric Miller 12/3 Samantha Frost
12/8 Helene Barnett Grandmother of Jason Blanchard 12/3 Ben Santucci
12/8 Stephen Meyers Father of Michael Meyers 12/5 Rachelle  Schiller
12/9 Seymour Pqnemon Father of Arthur Ponemon 12/5 Billy Tyree
12/9 Ron Miller Uncle of Russell Berman
12/9 Rose Levine Mother of Sara Goodman 12/5 Joshua Freedman
12/11 Jim Stillman Father of Amy Weinstein 12/7  Susan Burkett
12/11 Abraham Kaplan father of of Elisa Criden 12/10 Danny Nixon
12/12 Harry May Uncle of David Richter 12/11  Judith Pliner
12/13 Robert Stanley Greenfield  Father of Andrew Greenfield 12/14 Joshua Katz
12/13 Rita Weiss Mother of Alan Weiss
12/15 Charles Arnold  Hoffman Husband of Anita Hoffman 12/14  Adam Brubaker
12/17 Gene VanDevender Father of Hank  Mart 12/14  Jordan Davis
12/17 Eleanor Kaplan Grandmother of Lauren Davis 12/15 Shane Zweibach
12/18 Dorothy M. Gunn Grandmother of Jessica Berdit 12/17 Evan Frieman
12/19 Gloria Bolnick Mother of Jay Bolnick 12/17 Norman Powell
12/20 Anna Stepanovna Simashkova Stepgrandmother of Anna Moneymaker
. 12/17 Alexa Cohen
12/20 Rose Frye Grandmother of Kevin Frye .
12/20 Ann Edelson Grandmother of Joel Edelson 12/18 Mordecai  Elazar
12/22 Lena Ruth Richter Mother of David  Richter 12/19  Jim Pelk
12/23 Florence Plesur Mother of Joe Plesur 12/21 Matt Hebert
12/23 Morton Rabinowitz ~ Father of Mark Rabinowitz 12/21 Russell Berman
12/24 Gus Braunstein ~ Grandfather of Hank Mart 12/24 Jason Miller
12/25 Esther Fox Grandmother of of Jill Tyree
12/26 Pat Bricklin Cousin - female  of Steve Feldman 12/26  Gary Glassman
12/26 Schura Dimant Mother of Murray Dimant 12/26  Daniel Mart
12/26 Rebecca Wolfe Grandmother of Natasha Rieger 12/27 Sheila Cohen
12/26 Lillian Shames Aunt of Sheila Slavkin 12/29 Milton Newman
12/28 Marjorie Kayton Sister of Lois Smerilson 12/29 Mark Finke
12/28 Dorothy Saxe Relative of Leslie Wwill 12/30  Kristan Birnholz
12/28 Robert Jordan Father of Cynthia Posner
12/28 Craig Morris Neuman Husband of Collette Neuman 12/30  Peter Jacobson
12/29 Harold Ohman Uncle of Cynthia Goldstein-Hart 12/31 Jonathan  Singer
12/31 Anna Pearlstein Grandmother of Kevin Frye 12/31 Frank Moneymaker
The dates listed for the Yahrzeits are adjusted yearly according to the Jewish Calendar and may not necessarily coincide with the actual date of death.

Names are read for Kaddish at the Shabbat before the actual date. If you would like to have the actual date listed, please contact the temple office at
681-6547.
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‘Want to advertise in The Kibbitzer?

Ad Size Monthly Rate 10% Discounted
(Annual only)

Bus. Card $20 $216

1/8 page $30 $324

1/4 page $40 $432

1/2 page $50 $540

Full page $75 $810

Special rate for CBS Members — 10% off MONTHLY rate
with six-month commitment. To reserve your place in the
next issue, e-mail the temple office at
cbs-admin@hotmail.com or call 681-6547.

Our Philosophy:
To provide the very best
dental care available
while treating all
patients as members of
our own family.

Gf"()r(fz}(?g-

[ )
a= |= DBeauteful Sinddes

Jince 1979

FAMILY,
IMPLANT &
COSMETIC
DENTISTRY

Services Include:
Veneers, Lumineers
Zoom! Whitening
Implant Surgery &
Restoration
Crowns, Bridges &
Dentures
Root Canal Therapy
Preventive Care &
Maintenance
Invisalign Wireless Braces

SANFORD N. SCHWARTZ,

D.D.S., P.A.
Oral & IV Sedation
Nitrous Oxide (gas)
Stereo Headphones
& Movies
Special Consideration for
Apprehensive Patients

813-684-7888

Email:
doctor@implantandcosmeticdentistry.com

Web: www.drsandyschwartz.com

Babysitters

® Danielle Frost — Age 17, lives in FishHawk, drives:
813-545-6699

® Rebecca Smith—Age 18, completed Safe Sitter course:
813-684-0678

® Sarah Smith—Age 15, completed Safe Sitter course:
813-684-0678

® Lucas Oldman—Age 14, completed YMCA Babysitter
Training & Boy Scout Basic First Aid: 813-300-6044

® Corinne Posner—Age 15, lives in FishHawk,
407-592-9694

The Babysitter list is open to CBS members and their children.

Do you want to be added to the list, or do you have a special

accomplishment you would like us to acknowledge? Please e-

mail Kibbitzeryo06@uverizon.net with the information, and we

will be glad to add you to the list.

NETWORK

SOLUTIONS

We Make IT Happen.

Fast. I cure.

Richard Oldman
www.lagosys.com e 813.600.5725

Brandon Foot Care Center
Larry A Kaler, DPM

Foot and Ankle Specialist i

BrandonFoot.com

Lumsden Executive Park

669-A W Lumsden Rd
Brandon, FL 33511

Phone: (813) 654-3354
Fax: (813) 653-9177

/ VA
Thank You.
Now when you shop at smile.amazon.com, your purchases will

support Congregation Beth Shalom Of Brandon Inc.
Change your charity

2N Next, make it easy to return to smile.amazon.com.
W Install the AmazonSmile shortcut in your browser

Install now for Intemet Explorer

Share your support n

Dismiss

Congregation Beth Shalom is now participating
in Amazon Smile — it’s an easy way for CBS
members, family and friends to support the

temple. Simply use the following link: http://
smile.amazon.com/ch/59-3026396 and shop,
shop, shop!
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706 Bryan Road - Brandon FL 33511

Address Service Requested

Mazels & Kudos

Inside Scoop ﬁ R&A@Wd
Culztm

Kolot Shalom JOIN OUR WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM

Monthly group rate day $100 (reg. $185) start-up fee
Call us for this month date!

Art After Dark

Laser Hair Removal ¢ Laser Vein Removal
Age Spot Removal ¢ Laser Skin Rejuvenation
Religious School Botox ¢ Chemical Peels

Skin Care Products ® Microdermabrasion

Lifelong Learning Peter A. Jacobson, M.D.
500 Vonderburg Drive, Ste 302E
Brandon FL 33511
Calendar (813) 654-8193 or (813) 681-5702
arcofbrandon.com
e-mail - arcofbrandon@verizon.net

We are owned and operated by physicians
who care about you.

There is no better investment than yourself !
Look younger, Feel younger, and Live younger!



